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TJie directors of the theological seminary of the Lutheran 
Ghurch in the United States, in presenting to thepublic* the 
Inaugural Address pf their first professor, together with the 
eharge delivered to hiq, deem it proper to premise a few re- 
marks on the origin of their institution* The earlier ministers 
ef the Lutheran Church in America, having themselves been 
^ucated iwthe theological institutions of Germaify, were well 
convinced 'of. their .utility, and often expressed their desire of 
establishing one in this country. Sundry preparatory mea- 
sures were adopted by individual synods, which were however 
not attended with, the desired effect. Among the motives, which 
led to the establishment of the General Synod, was the desire 
of cortcentrating the energies of the ciiurch^ that they might be 
competent to the establishment of a theological seminary. 
Accordingly, at her third session, held at Fredericktown (Md.) 
in November last, the Genera^ Synod resolved no longer to^ 
defer this important matter, took measure^ to obtain the. neces- 
sary funds, elected a board of directors, and appointed' a meet- 
ing of tbien» at Hagerstown, to locate their institution. In fh# 

» ♦ 

month of March last, the directors met accordingly. After the 
most deliberate dbcussion of the relative advantages of the sev- 
eral places, which petitioned for its location, and after having 
frequently and most earnestly implored the guidance of God ii^ 
this important matter, the board decided in favor of Gettys- 
burgh, not oinly as having made tiie greatest pecuniary oiTery 
but principally as heing most central to the whale body of the 
|iUtheran Church* • At the same meeting it was resolvedi, tha^ 
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the inauguration should take place on the 5th of September ; at 
which time^ accordingly, the board met and inaugurated their 
first professor^ with the solemnities customary on such occasions^ 
Eleven students have already applied for admission, and others 
have been heard from as intending to enter. Encouraged by the 
£a,vourable auspiceis, with which their institution has gone into 
operation; the directors tvould commend it to the protectioui^ 
and blessing of that God, to whose glory it is dedicated, ajad iA 
the prayers and patronage of the firiends of Zion^ 
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Bdoroed braUi^f in the Lord Jesus Christ I 

That the Church of Christ derives ineffahlc advwtages Brom 
well regulated theological seminaries, is not a modem discov- 
ery. The Evangelical Lutheran church, has long since eiyoyed 
them. .The fathers of our church in the United States, 'tis well 
known to you, were prepared^ for the sacred ministry in the 
Seminary at Halle; and by their classical knowledge, great erudi- 
tion and ferVent piety, becsun^ under God, instrumental in the 
conversion of hundreds, who, but for the sons of Halle, would 
very probably have entered the eternal world, without ever 
iiaving seen the sun of righteousness* Yes, it is Ian important 
fact, and one tipon which I would have the Opponents of theolo- • 
gical seminaries to reflect, tbat religion was at the lowest ebb in 
many districts, of this country, until the arrival of pastors, who 
wwe nursed and reared at Halle. There were indeed previously, 
men employed as pastors by our people, but they wertf gen- 
ierally so ignorant, and in many instances, so ungodly, that lay- 
men became in as many instances, disgusted, . and gradually 
settled down in unbelief. The erudition, unfeigned piety, 
pastoral prudence and systematic knowledge of the duties 
incumbent upon the ambassadors of Jesus, which our fathers 

derived from the Lord, through a theological seminary, enabled 

■> , * « •• 

them to discriminate, .when to feed with milk, aiid when to * 
nourish with strong meat. They at once commanded the respect* 
of all, and both English and German emigrants, in Pennsylvania 
and Maryland especially, were brought to the feet of the crucifi* 
ed Saviour, whom they had mocked and contemn^ 
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THe zeal, the celestial flame, the deyotedness to tlie caitse o^ 
Christ, which had long distinguished our church in fiurope,^ 
were gradually caught, by dtfferent denominations of cliristianflr 
in this country, and accordingly, all their ejtiergies were brought 
into requisition to establish theological seminaries. The Presr 
hyterian church was among the 'first, and the number of her 
learned and pious clergy is sufficient to establish tlie fact, tha^ 
theological "^^ininaries are. among the most valuable institu-? 
tions» which'cliristisais can tod should, support* 

Strange as it must appear, yet 'tis a lamentable fact, that 
the. German churches (Lutheuan and Reformed) in the. United 
States, remained perfectly indifiB?rent^ as regards theological 
seminaries, until : of late. Whilst others prepared young 
men for the ministry, and sent them forth pious, erudite and 
well stoi'ed with classic lore, to onissio^ate throughout this ex- 
tensive couniiy, we could scarcely provide churches already 
organized, with suitable pastors.* Either we weye compelled 
to admit men mto the ministry, if they were pious, though pos- 
sessing no more knowledge thaa every lay-man ought to seek 
for himself; or suffer our churches to remain vacant until young 

*mcn could be found, whose circumstances enabled them to en- 
ter a college, or university, and after graduating, to. spoad a 
year or tvyo in the study of theology, under the direction of one 
or other of our most experienced pastors. The great disad- 
vantages, under which the church suflfered, are well kno\^Ti. 
No matter how pious and scientific our pastors, who prepared 
students, it mufft be conceded, that as. every stationed pastor,, 
has a flock to feed and defend, he cannot devote sufficient time, 

. to tlie instruction of students of divinity. 

That grand and. blessed institution of our chureh, the Gene- 
ral Synod, brought into existence Jbut.a few years since, and, 

\exposcd to difficulties, «ver. since its birth, has nevertheless 
operated with such . success, as not. only to acquire a strengtli, 
which enables it to bid defiance to its most malign opponents, 
but \rith iQie blessing of God, to place our church in the United 
^tatcs into -that state, which enabled her in Europe, to coi^t 
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Tir&tttc so much toward the extension of ^e Redeemer's king- 
flom. Yes; I anticipate that we shall soon unite with onr sis-^ 
ter churches, in a powerful manner, to pull down the strong 
holds of SvLiktif and that our numerous members, dwelling' 
throughout the United .States, will be furnished with pastors^ 
who shall inspire' tlieir hearers .with divine fire of the love of 
God. The calls for such pastors sire loud and numerous* and 
at this period, .there exists an ardent desire iii many, who ar» 
ignorant of the languages of our fgitficrs, to have the word of lifb 
divided among them agreeably td0the views of our church* 
Tlie General Synod, has therefore determined, in humble reli- 
ance upon God, to establish si theological seminary. * To the 
important and highly responsible station of its iirst professor^ 
yon, my dear broliier, have been elected, and it has devolved 
iipoii me^ to Charge yoti, in the most solemn manner, as in th© 
pi^sence of the Triune God, to be well aware of the sacredness 
«f the office, with which we invest you this day. ' • 

Brother! You are to be intrusted with the care of mfeh, who 
are- designed for the ministi*y— -who are to go out as heralds of 
the Lord * Jesiis — ^who aipe to become the instruments of life or 
death to many. Upon you it devolves to instruct them, in all 
those things^ which should ever characterize an ambassador of 
the .King of Kings, So that our common master may not b* 
dishonored, but that through their instrumentality, his kingdom 
be extended. Upon you then it depends in a high degree^ 
whether they, who shall be received as students of our Theo- 
logical Semin^y, will become^ lamps, set up on high to 
enlighten {he house of God, or, whether they shall be such as 
those, whom God sent fo punish Jerusalem For its transgressions/ 
calling evil good^ and good evil; not bnildin'g up that which is 
&llen, and walking according to their own ways. 

And, my dear brother, I Charge you ever to remember, that* 
you are amenable to the great Head of the Church, for the 
course you pursue, in. preparing men to serve in the vineyard 
of the Lord! See then, that no student of our seminary, b<t 
jTicomm^nded to any ecclesiastical body for membership, un» 



teas ytm have cause to believe^ that ^4iis loins aj*e girt about 
with truth— having on the breast plate of righteousness — ^his 
feet sho4 with the preparation of the gospel of peace — ^taking th© 
shield of faith^ wherewith he shall be able to quench all the fiery 
darts of the wicked, and the helmet of salvation, the sword of the 
spirit, which is the word of God." You are aware of the 
storms 'and tempests, produced in every age, by men who 
entered the ministry , with a different character, and, that if 
thegates of hell could prevail against the promise of the Lord, 
the vessel of the church \tolto have long since been shipwrecked. 
As 13ie Lord, has signally favoured ourbelovjed church — ^ 
her tenets are biblical, and hei* veriest enemies cannot point out 
unimportant error in her articles of faith, no more than could 
the enemies of the truth at the Diet of Worms, prove the books of 
the immortal reformer erroneous; therefore, the church which 
entrusts yoU'with the preparation and formation of her pastors, 
demands of you/ (and in her behalf I solemnly charge you) to 
establish all students confided to your care, in that faitli, which 
jjistihgiiishes our church from others. If any should object to 
such fsfith, or any part of it, or refuse 4o be convinced of the 
excellence of our discipline, they have their clioice, • to unite 
with such of our.christiau brethren, whose particular views in 
matters of faith and discipline, may suit them better. I hold it 
howefver.as indispensable, for the peace and welfare of a church, 
that unity of sentiment should prevail upon all important mat- 
ters of faith and discipline, among its pastors. Hente, I charge 
you, to exert yourself, in fconvincing our students..that the Augs- 
burg Confession is a safe directory, to determine upon matters 
of faith, declared in the Lamb's book. To a difference of 
opinion upon subjects of minor importance, by which different 
denominations of christians have been brought into existence, 
•we have no objection, provided the spirit of Christ prevails. 
The visible church is rather beautified by such difference, as i^ 
a garden by flowers of variegated colours. But the different 
genera and species should be preserved, according to their pe- 
jculiar* nature. The right of private judgment, Luther con- 
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. tended for^ and hence the utmost lib^ality towards oth^^' 
should ever chai'acterijse the pastor of the Lutheran church. 

Above all, the chui-ch requires of you, my brother, to ground 
our studeilts well in the doctrine of the atonement by Christ. 
l>r. Gray, in his Mediatorial Reign of the Son of God, observes 
(p. 253) *^ Therefore be it knowuj ix) those who know it not, 
that Martin Luther, that only not inspired man, whom the • 
Lord Jesus raised up with semi-apostolic unction, to save his 
church from annihilation, did maintain, that the atonement made 
by the Son of God on Calvary, is competent to effect the salva- 
tion off all mankind ; and, that nothing is wanting to render it 
universally efficacious, but the sinner's faith.'* And surely an 
unbiassed judgment of the sacred writings, will assent to the 

* correctness of such doctrine. The evidences thereof, and that 
Jesus of Nazareth, is very God, ar^ plain, perspicuous and irre- 
fragable. I charge you then, by all that is holy, never to pecom^ 
mend to the church, a student, who is heterodox upon these points. 
They are those, in which believers of our church chiefly de-. 
lightjt and though others may differ from us, in their views, yet 
you wUl ever remember, that every minister of the gospel in • 
the evangelical Lutheran church, ' must believe and teach, that 
Jesus Christ is Jehovah, the true and essential God, co-equal 
and co-eternal with the Father, and Ihat he voluntarily cove- 
nanted to come into this world, in the form ofia man, to aton« 
upon the cross, for the sins^of ihe whole world. 

I have now done, for why should I be diffuse, and enter upon 
a more minute and particular delineation of the duties, incum- 
bent upon you, as professor of the evangelical Lutheran semi- 
nary ? What has been said, is sufficient to impress upon your 
mind how important is the station you now hold! But shrink 
not from the discharge of the duties obligatory upon you. Your 
master, the Lord Jesus Christ, the great head of the church, 
will aid you, and require from you no more than that you be 
fidthful. Rest assured too, that you will have the pious orisonft 
of the phiirch in your behdlf* • . 

B 
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The students present now rose and were addressed as /(Mawsi 

You, my young brethren, who have determined to become 
students of divinity in this seminary^ will, I trust,- be diligent 
in your studies, increase in piefy, and deport yourselves ingen^. 
eral, as becometh your* high vocation* It would not comport 
with the.feelings of itiy brother, whond you now recogi^a^ as your 
professor, to speak of his acquirements in encomiastic strains, 
nor would it be consistent with my duty ; for the General Synod 
of our church, has elected him to t^ke charge, of our studentship 
who feel-disposed, 'to prepare themselves for the ministry in thia 
seminary^ You heard the responsibility of his station, and 
yours is by no mesins unimportant Upon you will in a great 
measure depend,^ the prosperity of our seminary. If you leave it 
erudite and pious, and become active, zealous, prudent and 
faithful ambassadors of Jesus, Uien VriiU our seminary rise and 
flourish; but if on the contrary, you should be unmindful of yoiie' 
diriies as students—- if your hearts and heads ar6 not improved — 
if piety and knowledge be wanting, then may our. seminary sink 
— ^Which may Grod avert! 

Finally, may we all be faithful! May we discharge the va« 
rious duties obligatory upon us, with alacrity and delight! — 
Then will we embrace each other, and with those whom we^ 
have been instrumental in discipling for Jesus, join with the 
choristers of heaven, in singing glpry unto the Lamb of Go^ 
forever and ever, •flwen / 
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The occassion oii wl^ich we are assembled^ is fi*aught willi 
peculiar solemnity to him who now addresses ybu^.and with the . 
deepest interest to the friends of Zion. The supreme judicatory 
of our church, hearing ^e frequent and the fruitless calls for 
ministers^ presented to our different synods, have been admo- 
hished alike that the fields are ripe for harvest and that the la- 
bourers are far too few ; and the apprehension has been forced 
upon them, that unless efficient measures are speedily adopted^ 
for many the han^st of grace will soon be over, the summer ol^ 
action eiided, and their souls not ;s'aved. They have felt too, 
that whilst the awful n»$tponsibilities of those, who ajre to feed 
the church of <jrod which he purchased with his own blood, call 
for every possible facility of education; the students of our church 
have hitherto enjoyed few advantages, have been ^compelled to 
pursue their course amidst difficulties of the most formidable 
haturei^ Believing, also, that it is their high privilege no less . 
than duty, to cast a prospective glance at the ftiture wants of the 
church, and to share with their fellow christians the glory of 
the missionary enterprise; the General Synod (to use their own 
impressive language) have been compelled to "regard it as a 
solemn duty imposed on them by tb^ir constitution, and due from . 
tliem to tiieir God .and to the church, to provide for the proper 
education of men of piety ajid taleiits for the gospel ministry; 
and have resolved, in the name of the Triune God, and in hum^ • 
blfe reliance on his aid, to establish a Theological Seminary which 
*fehall be exqlueivcly devoted to the glory of our divine ReedeAier 
Jesus Christ, "who is God over all blessed for ever/' 
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Now if the impprtahce bf, human salvatipn can awaken fll« 
sympathies of heaven, and make those brighter spirits of a high- 
er rank r^oice before the throng of God, wheiT one sinner is 
rested firom perdition; the establishment of this institution^ 
fixm which God may, in time, send fortli hundreds of pastors 
and thus save thousands of souls, must present to them a spec- 
tacle of peculiar attraction. And shall an institution which 
arrests the attention of heaven, be viewed with indifference on 
earth ? No, it cannot fail to enlist tlie sympathies of the churchy 
it will not be forgotten in her prayers, nor overlooked iji the 
.distribution of Jier chai*ities. How important and eventful then 
inust be the duties of an instructor in such an institution ! With 
Buch respolisibilities pressing on his shoulders, well might a 
Paul or an Apollos exclaim " who is sufficient for these things?'* 
But were even a Paul tl^e teacher of our school, its usefulness 
would be suspended on the blessing of heaven. Sometimes God 
is pleased *t6 accomplish glorious purposes by feeble meaniEi, 

that the^exciellency of the. power may the more manifestly .be 

* 

his own. And ordinarily it is his way, to employ inferior but 
faithful instruments, to effbct inferior J^ut important purpos.es, to 
act some secondary part in the grand train of mediatorial tri* 
umphs. No one can feel more sensibly than he himself does, 
the incompetency of the speaker for the important trust confided 
to him f but however humble may be the part which an allwise 
Providence has destined this institution to Sustain, having been 
summoned to this station by the highest judicatory of th» 
church, he would obey what seems to be the call of God, trust- 
ing the co-operatipn of his brethren, the effectual and fbrvent 
prayers of the righteous, and to the promises of him who graci- 
ously said, '^Lo! I am'with you alway even unto the' end of tlie 
World.** 

For the address required of us on this occasion, we have 

. » selected a subject, which, whilst it is not without interest to 

those of intellectual habits, nor void of ediiicaticm to those Vho 

believe that the kingdom of God is in the heaiijt, may mainly 

tend to deyclope tbc nature of the institution which gives birth 
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to its discussion; We beg leave to call liie attention^bf Hiis res- 
pected audience^ not to the subject of education in general^ nor 
of theological education in general, but of theological educatioR 
Mdth a -speeiiic reference to the ministry; And perhaps the 
brief outline to which we are necessarily confined, inay with ad- 
rantagc be.compi'essed into the following features : 

Who are the proper subjects of minxsterial edi/ga? 

TION?' • ■ • * 

Wh4T branches of SCIENCE: ARE ENTITLED "^O THEIR 

attention? "" ^ • 

Which is the proper method of conducting thiii 
education? 

What are the advantages resulting from^it?' 
There are some, whom opulence has exempted trojn. tike 
iiecessity of profcssibnaNexection, and who, in pursuing the cir- 
cuit of general knowledge, light upon theology as one of its 
branches, and study it with a view to their own intellectual 
improvement: and, certainly, no science can boast of greater 
dignity and attractions for the lovers of virtuous knowledge^ 
than that which discusses the 'highest interests of our immortal 
nature; There are others who direct their attention to some 
branches of theology, to enable them to form an estimate of the 
claims of Cliristianity : and who cmi deny that this is a laudable 
pursuit, obligatory on all who have an opportunity to engage in 
it? But our question is not whether the sons of science intra^ 
versing the different regions of truth,* must stop when ibey 
reach the confines of theologyj nor whether some parts of the- 
ology, such as the evidences of Christianity, may hot be pursu* 
ed by all with the just expectation of personal ben^t; but the 
inquiry is, what ought to be the qualifications of those, who wi^h 
to devote themselves to the gospel ministry, of those, whom it is 
the duty of our different synods to seek, and to draw forth from 
that retirement,' in which pious talent often delights to be c«n« 
i^ealed ? The division of these iH*erequisites into dona nahiralia 
find spiritualia^ natural talents and the graces of theBpirity . 
l^hich pervades the former theological systems, though old an4 
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backneyed,' is based on the real character of liian as a lapsed 
creature, and must be acknowledged correct^ as long as that 
character remains unchanged* 

fFe assign the Jirst place to hopeful piettfm 

As this qualification is so explicitly required in the original 

records of Christianity, its necessity has generally been main-* 

tained by the Christian church in theory, from the days of the 

apostles until the present time. A collateral illustration of its 

• importance, is afforded by the subjectire divisions of theology 
adopted by the scholastic divines. Not content with drawing 
a distinction between the religious knowledge of angels and of 
nien^ by dividing theology into angelic and human; they sub«r 
divided .human theology into regenerate and unregenerate; con- 
tending, not without ground, we think, that the unconverted man 
could not possibly have so correct •and'spiritual a view of reli^ 
gious truth, as he who had been taught by the Holy Spirit. 
Yet have there been some, probably in all ages, who controver- 
ted this opinion. A dispute on this subject formed one of the 
Pietistic controversies about the commencement of the last cen* 
tury; and, although the fashionable philosophy of Europe had, 
for a while, laughed it out of countenance; we rejoice to believe 
that the whole American church as a body, and inoreasingthou-r 
sands in Europe, are ready to reiterate the language of the apos-» 
tie ^^The natural manreceiveth not the things of the Spirit of 

. *<God; for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know 
^^hem because thiey are spiritually discerned.** 

Without piety f no man can he an able or faithful minister^ 
The Scriptures themselves are to the unregenerate, in many 
respects, a sealed book. They may bring to the study of the 
bible the energies of a powerful mind, and may make them- 
selves masters of all that is intellectual in its contents. They 
may pursue its Geogriaphy, its Chronology, its History, as well 
Bsf other branches of its Archaeology. Guided by modem Geoln 
ogy, they may descend into the bowels of the eaiM:h, and read 
the dilnvian records which God there deposited in despite of 
infidelity* Or conducted by the light of Astronomy^ they ma^ 



fly wifh the wings of the morBing to tbe utmost regions of the 
•universe, to behold in ten thousand worlds^ the inteUectaal and 
physical glories of the uncreated Architect. * And in all the , 
intellectual views itf these subjects, they may surpass an illite- 
rate child of Grod^ as f^ as Gabriel excels the spirit of an in- 
* fi^ntjustusiiered into heaven* Tet are there certain spiritual 
iaspects connected with most of these sciences, whicii remabi * 
hid from the dnregenerate eye; but which give them additional 
•beauty to the christian^ which connect' ttiem with the great mor* 
ial,pui'p<»es of the Creator and develope the nioral grandeur of 
tlie umva[^e* And, as to the spiritiml glories of the Saviour ; 
^ the gradual developemerit of tiie scheme erf redemption, which 
forms the Alpha and the Omega of tihe whole revelation; the es- 
sential holiness of God, and the defectof this bolitiess in man, 
wMchform.the necessity of the^atonchient; the^nature of the new 
birth, aiiri the various feelings of experimental religion, which . 
dbound on the s$icred«ps^&— as to all these sfftbgects, their real 
nature is hid from those untaught bil-Jl^e spirit, '^they caniiot 

. understand it, it must be spiritually discerned.** It is as entire- 

• 

ly- concealed, fro^m their -liew, as are the beauties of &e rainbow 
from tiiiem- that are- born blind, and it will t^main so, until 
they a^ply to the. heavenly opfathalmist to have lihe integument 
Removed, which obstructs their vision. The distinetiye fie^elings 
of practical religion, and the spirituality of view here referred 
. to, appear to belong to the logician's cl^^ of 'simple Ideas, sikeh 
as tliose of sound and cdour, which, according to the cbnsti^- 
tion of oUr mental nature, cannot possibly, by the best descrip- 
tion, be revered JntelligiMe to those ^ho have not fei^ them. 
Hence it- is, that their v^ry existence, is sometimes di^picted, 
hence infidels stigmatkce experiniental religionvas spiritual' rev- 
erie, as liieopathy, as enthusiastic oant, hence 4t is, tiiatsome 
may , be found" in. every s^e, to whom.tlie Saviour would say 
^^Artthouamaste£inIsrael,and.kttOwestnQtt these things?" How 
tlien can an unconverted.minister explain to others that sacred 
hook which he does not understand? How caik lyb proclaim to 
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his hearers the -glad tidings^ tliat Gtoi^ in the person of Christ 
hath reconciled us to himself? ' How can he demonstrate to 
them thefalness and suitableness of that Saviour, whoy to be** 
Uevers, is the chief among ten thousand, but in whomlie can see 
aeither form nor comelifiess? How can he sympathise with ^0 
mourners in Zion and guide the penitent enquirer successively 
through sAl ti>e temptations, the hopes and the fears of christian 
experience ? And even if he could, what motives has he to fidelity ? 
No love <rf soub, no thirst for the divine glery, no love of Christ • 
constraineth Mm, no sense of duty urges him. The good which 
he diffuses 6*om the pulpit, he neutralizes by the frigidness of 
his private walk. How then can such a man be either an abl^ or 
a faithful minister?- What is he but a blind leader of thebliiidt 
and wliat other issue can w^ expect than thStt predicted by tli« 
Saviour? ♦ 

•Sgainf withmt pveitf the minister of4he gospel rmll genetiiUf 
be a curse to the church. We say not thattan unconverted min- 
ister, who preaches orthp^ox doctrines, can never confer spirit- 
ual benefit on others. To assert this Would be to set limits to. 
Omnipotence, to deliy that there is any aptitude in the word of 
God, to promote the end for which it was given, ai|d to con- 
tend tilat it is not the word of God, but the minister who Ynakes 
wen wise unto salvation. No, .we believe God sometimes does 
effectually puUish his gospel by uT»ahctLKed lips. Hie minis*^ 
try of Judas was probably not without its benefits, and there are 
doubtless in every age^ some.of the Istariot band, who preach 
with some j«*ofit "to others, and themselves are cast away.** 
But c"«en these, generally,^o more iii;iury thto good. TTiey not 
only exclude from their congregations' faithful servants of the 
Lord, who would carefully feed the flock; but the cold formality, 
and perhaps levity of their^irivate walk, neutralize the influence 
of their public ministrations and steel the hearts Of many against 
the saered*word» " Has the sword of the Spirit pierced the heart 
of some 5in»ei*, and, filled with I'emcMrse, does he call on his 
pastor to learuiswhiathe should do to be saved f Alas ! this is 4l 
leeling which he never expef ienced, and which he therefcwe doc# 
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SLot consider a^necessary part of region* Ke mistakes the na« 
ture of the .disease, and insteaj^ of pointing the sifiner to the 
balm of Grilead and the kind Physician therei; the wound is ei- 
ther slighfly healed, or, awfal to relate,^ he is advised .to sup- 
|H^ess these feelings, to^seek amid the premiscnons topics of the 
social cirgle relief ft'om hiadespondencyy and by tonios and ex- 
^x^ise and purer air, to wear away the corporal disorder wlienoe 
it originates! . In short, we generajily se6 that an unconverted 
minister^ though moral, spreads a deadly influence thrcMigh tbto 
jcongregatim. over which he is called to preside, and creates a 
pestilential^ azotic atmosphere, in which the flame of pie^^ 
Cjmnot loi^g sorvive. Nor ist his .baneful influence circumscribi 
jed»by the limits of his congregation; In the ^transactionsof 
the- several synods dfthe church, he will be expected to take 
part His influence tends to de{H*ess the standard of piety 
among his brethren, and to throw open the doer of ^mission . 
to other unsanCtified men* Is he possessed of talents and^mr 
bition? Ha will ai^i at ruling the body. As some pious breth'- 
.ren must necessarily oppose jiim, he^ becomes the head of a 
party l^ If victorious, no arithmetic can calculate the extent of 
. injury ii^cted on the body of Christ! And if vanqnisl^d, he' 
expends Ms strei»gth, in efibrts to thwart the pui^poses of the 
brethren, to*defeat their holiest and most evangdical .measures^ 
and to scatter amongst tiiem th^ seeds of discord; whilst tl^ 
gall of lUsappointed ambition is. rankling in his bosom, and the 
venom of jealousy corrodes his heart! 

LastUff a minister void cffieiff^ VM^t nUimatdy^be a cwrse to 
Mmidf. Th^<apostle Paul, speaking to his son Timothy of 
those who preach the gospej.falthfully, informs him f^thatby so 
doing/ he would 9five both himself and tii^n that hear Him;'' 
but a &r difibrent lotawai;ts the nnhapp/being who rushes nn.. 
called and unqualified into the sacred ministry. . What must 
not be his misgivings whilst, attempt^g to recommend- an.un- 
known Savioul*, or to substitute. the filthy rags of human right- 
eousness for that^ blood of atonement, without the. shedding of 
wbip^ there could have been no remission of sins; whilst pub^ - 
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Ikhitig a stafidan} oC piety wbich condemns himself, or fritter^* 
iHg away the requisitions of Go^^s word to a level mth Us own 
attainments! But slbove all, follow the unhappy wretch intai 
the glocrmy regions of fiiturity, what feelings must agitate Ms' 
boeast, when the light of eternitjr di^j^ays to him the nakedness 
d.nd the turpitude of Ms soiil, when he^finds that he wsiis himself 
blind, and Uindl-y led bis floek to jniin! When he finds himself 
surrounded by trembling denls, andftmong th^tn >tnany pf his 
ftoner hearers, who curse him a9 ihe murderer of thw souls! 
But we cannot dwell upon this awful scene, nor follow, him be- ^ 
fore the bar of his judge, where he. must render an account dB 
bis stewardship. Alas^ it had be^ better, if he had n^ver b^eii 
borti, better had it been for him, if with a nether millstone at * 
his neck, he had been cast into the bottomless deep ! 

But in aidvocaiing the necessity of piety to the theqlogical 

student, ^e aremet'by one objection. It has been said by infi-; 

dfels^ why, if the Bible be the word of God, may not all, even 

imbelievers be received as theological students in expectation of 

being con^rerted by its i;nQuence§nd tr^Lnsforttied into its image? 

All are indeed permitted, nay are commanded at the peril of 

* their souls to study the Holy volume, but not to pollute their* 

souls with hypocrisy, nor to take the oath of allegiance to a 

cause which they hate. Were it even certain that the course of 

study. would uniformly convert the infidel into a believer and 

the formalist into a true christian ; tiieir contamina^g influx 

ence %n others before the^r transformation, would require that 

there should ^e no communion betweeii light and darkness, that 

the little levej should not be mingled with the unJtavened lump. 

But there is no c«arte|,inty of such a uniform, blessed result. We 

know? indeed, that they who fai^fully and perseveringly sfeek- 

the Lord, shall find Him ; else, whence the justice of the unbe« 

liever's condemnation ? We know, also, that the evi(lcnces of a 

divine revelation must necessaoily be such, as will produce con* 

victioH in every sincere and imparti^aLinquirer>; or where would 

be the ground of obligation for man **whOse faith is built'on 2.t^ 

' guiiient," to receive it I But we have no certain evidence ii^ 
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<^lther,case, tiiat amy one bius faifhAiUy made i&^lsrial, un};il we 
isee the legitimate fruits of aiith trial, the eonyersioiL^f the one 
Hiid the couviction of the othei* thatthebihleisihe word^ of God. 
^ay w&.)ui«kw that the infidel, and theimmbralman, are ge»e** 
rally: not impartial ^xaininers; for the predoniinanjce of tbeir 
Jbeting9 is averse to the rigld^purity.of .liie Cliris^an code^.>nd 
tl^y ai?e:di^oanced by its laws as insurgents against the govern-* 
ment of heaven, as> undter sentence- of perditian. And does not 
c(»Qmon sense te<ich htuiian courts to receive the>testunony of 
interested wtnesses with caulden/? Or do men siij^pose that the 
tiiiipf and murderer would, in t}ieir own ca^es, he the most impar* 
tml judges of the law. which condemi^ them to the pri9on:.or, tlie 
gallows ? 'What friend of Christianity, therefore, with. the sad 
experience of Europe hefore.his eyes, .could advoca(te*ilie. recep- 
tion of thoso among the candidates for th^' sacred,,office, wJio, if 
they pass unchanged 4hrou^ studies on which they entered froi^ 
seeular motives, and p]K>]bab]y without a wish, or intention of 
impartial investigation^ feel noh^sitation in still aiscending the 
paered^ desk arid poiluting their lips with hypocrisy and ialse-r 
hood! .As well tlierefore might a general fill his ranks with 
ifivowed traitors, ii^ the foilorn expectation, that at some ^ture 
day, tiiey mightbecome the friends of his cause! 

The other prerequisite Jbr a theological sitidentis good ndiu- 
nd talents. As we have'beea induced to dwell so long on the. 
£rst topic, our ^observations on the ^second must be^confined to a 
very small compass* It is*not contended that every theological 
stiitfiikt ought to be ^ man of genius ; for where is the army 
that comprises none, jbut heroes, or where the legislature con* 
sisting' exclusively of sages ? Nor would w© ventnre to assert^ 
that men below mediocrity, cuglit in no case) xo devote them- 
selves to the ministry. But, no man^ whose mind is of this class, 
<jan possiblyt.become an able divine, even if he possessed the 
zeal and^piety of^a seraph. Such is the vast extent of the field 
of religious truth,, that the most exalted genius will find the 
longest life- too short full^^ explore it. . And no nmn without 
^t lea^t mediocrity of mind, can ever acquii^ that grade of mint 



isterial furniture, which is requisite to an able divine, nor dia? 
charge with ability tlie various and aiMluous duties of his sta^ 
tion. His mind cannot retain the copious stores of knowledge^* 
hence he cannot pour them forth in a rich stream on his listen*- 
ing hearers ; in shoi% he cannot be ^^a workman that need not 
bo ashamed, knowing how rightly to divide the word of ^truth^ 
and give unto each his portion in due sea^n.''> Where God has 

given native mind, education can develope and improve, it. But 

• 

►no course of instruction could make fvery. student a Buddeus 
or a Mosheira. Even with the same attention, the ffrowiih of 
different minds, like that of vegetables and animals, \Yill differ 
according to the specific diversity of their original character. 
The rosebush and the mountain oak, though planted in the samf 
soil, and tilled witli the same care, will attain to vjery different 
statures* A theological student should in particular be possessed 
of a sound judgment- It was one of the memorable admonitions 
of the Saviour, to his disciples, ^^be ye wise as serpents* '' And 
if there is a profession on earth that requires wisdom and 
prudence, it is that of the steward of tlie mysteries of the gospel* 
Without it the best opportunities for ^.ction are often lost, the 
plainest duties unseasonably perfo]||ied, and the most happily 
deviSed schemes for the good of Zion defeated. A knowledge 
of mankind is essentially necessary to a sucqessfuj niinister ; 
but q, man who is constitutionally iiyudiciou)?, is ever liable to 
be decjcived, no dependance can be placed on him, no plan of mo- 
inent be entrusted to him for execution. The men, therefore^ 
who are best qualified for the study of tlieology, are thoj^||ho 
are possessed of at least mediocrity of mind, nap^i of prudent ie^ 
portment, men born of the spirit. 

What BRifNc«Es of science. are entitled to theik 

ATTENTION ? , . 

Various answers have beeji returned to this inquiry, at differ- 
ent ages of the Christian church. In the first centuries of Chrisr 
tianity many facilities were afforded for the attain^lent of a good 
ministerial education. St. Jk)hn estamished a seminary at £phe» 
^U9, Mark, the evangelist tQok charge of another atAlexandri^ 



ftnd ^olycarp, the companion of the apostles, a third at Smyrna^ 
By these and similar institutions, some of which continued to 
'flioarish several centuries, the standard of education in those 
countries, vas long-kept at a respectable gfade; In th'e days of 
igiiorance, emphatically styled the dark ages^^ the theoloipcal 

iciences shared the fate of all sciencfe. "True piety and learning, 

• • 

bad almost bid adieu to the christian church. Xhe study of the 
original Scriptures was neglected and a knowledge of the He- 
brew even considered a dangerous heresy. Had the illustrious 
Ht^irewscboiar Gesenius then lived, it is probable, he would have 
been regarded by some as a heresiarch. Some time previous 
to the Reformation, learning arid piety revived together, ileuch* 
Mn and otbers gave a new impulse to Hebrew study. The 
flame price kindled continued to blaze with increasing lustre, 
and since the beginning of the Reformation, the standard of min- 
isterial education generally has been very respectable. Butneyer 
since the apostolic age, has the church in^ructed her students 
as well as were those whom the Saviour taught. By his person- 
al instaiction, by the gift of the Holy Spirit and by tlie power 
<rf working miracles, he gate them higher qualifications and 
armed them better for the contest tKan can now be done by the 
best course of education. Yet strange to tell, the cause of Chris- 
tianity has had many advocates who appear to think ndt only 
that ignorance JB the 'mother of devotion, but also, that she is 
flie ablest chainpion for truth! It has even been asserted, that 
tlie apostles were ignorant, uninstructed ministers, and that un* 
itispjfed, illiterate men in every age, thurst into the sacred of- 
fice without education, are on ah ec(ualit;f with them. That the 
greater part of them were illiterate, when Jesus began to in* 
wtruct Aem is admitted, and is not this the case with the most 
learned dirittes of every age beforte they commence their educa^ 
tion? Bnt did thfc Sl,viottr teach them nothing by his long con- 
tinued personal instruction and example? Did they profit noth* 
i«gby his lessons of heavenly wisdom, some of which are record* 
cd by the evangelists andform the essence of what is now taught 
tt) *• theologicid student? Did the gift of miracles and the iri- 
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iq)iraUon of tlie Holy Spirit, leave Hiem ae ignorahtof tKe^ea^ 
subjects and dtities'of tiieir.office,* as they had been when jtliey 
w^re. illiterate fisliermen and taxgatherers? If so, then wai^ 
Clirist an uusuccessfur teacher, and the professed^inspiratioii 
of the Holy Spiiut^ who led them into all necessal^ truths a mer6 
imposition. Then did the Saviour fir^ waste his tiin& in a fruitt 
less attempt to intruct and qualify hi^ apostle^,, and, failing in 
this, send them out uninstructed, iihqualifled at last! But th^ 
supposition is ii'revcrent*' The Scriptures teaeh us, tlidLt tltey 
who Had been illiterate men, by the instruction of * the Saviour, 
became the soundest and most enlightened expositors of his doc-^' 
trmes, the ablest ministers of his religion, in £^ort acquired arl 
efficiency and akbility which the best education, has since that 
tinie never supplied. * » 

Again, there.are soikm^ wh6 whilst* they advocate the propri- 
ety erf a respectable^edttcation,' contend thatthei'c ife a ne pins id- 
ira'm the career of learning, beyond which no believer can ad- 
venture with(Mit danger to his faith, that beyond this boundary 
there is a tree of knowledge whose forbidden fruit is death tct 
tfliristiahity^ But a religion that is from Godj' will not shrink 
from investigation, nor tremble befor-e the intellectual altitude of 
friends or foes. If there be any fact concealed beneath the dust 
and rubbish of antiquity, which* would prove that *^we havebe^ 
lieVed cunningly devised fables,^* let it be brought fbi-th. Or, 
if science physical, iritellectUal,"or moral, can in her march dis- 
cover regions of knowledge yet iSiexplored, and exhibit witli con- 
vlncing evidence truths or relktions of truths, whichj evjn by 
implication, show that Christianity is the mere work of man, w^ 
bid her God speed: for though as individulds or as citizens of a 
happy country, we should still' be unwiilihg to rent^oiice it; w4 
would place our obligation on ft. jiroper basis, we would then re* 
tain it, not because it was given by God, but because man is a 
religious being and must have some religion, and because this is 
tetter calculated than any other known rdigion in the world, to 
promote the happiness of the human family.. But on this point 
we are perfectly free from apprchehsioni When the progress 
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t^f inYfesiigation brings 6ew fcicts to light, their bearing to Chris* 
ttanity iiia^ be- misaj^rdiended. When the enemies of reve* 
lation extend tli^ir dtodtes into paths of - scienoevhiHi^o nn* 
Ibrddden by her finends^thdr partial eye may li^t on facts which 
^B&em to militate ag^ai^t h&r, and as the eridence on the cme side 
isHitts eaiflierstiidied and more folly dev^^oped l^n on the'oiher^ 
flie mind may b^ startled by unexpected results. But-as^learn*^ 
ing Is extended, aiid *the progress of ktrestigMknn ^ring^^ every* 
aspect of Die sttlgeeVtb lights the truth stands felly deydopedy 
»nd the subsidlhg beasts of infidels, aflbrd thdr tacit conees- 
sitm that again Christianity has Mnmphed. Thus at one time 
iM<teli» MeeteA the historical ground, as the strong hold, on 
\srhich ftey Ranted their artillery, aXd the friends of Christia-^ 
nity "had ndt always learmng enough to meet and to repd them. 
But after the learned and inde&tigable Di^ Lardner, published 
tn the world all the testimony concerning Christianity contain-' 
«d ih all the earlier writers. Pagan as well as Christian, they 
were drfren from their position, and have never since resumed 
it < Under the cover of Geology a 8nbseq[uent attack is mgdis; 

«*^— Some drill and bore 

The solid earth, and from the atrala tfaero 

•Extract a register by which thty Ij^vm 
. That be who, made it* and i^evealed its data . 

To Jdos^s was mistaken in ita age"* 

I?ab6eque]i^t ia{^^pveme^rt(3y bj>wever, have not qi^ly rever9e4 
tl^ir judgment,, but this once suspected science has become th^ 
powerful ally of revelation ; now the first geologists bolji infi- 
del and christian, find in the bowels^of the earth incontestibte 
•evlde^nce that there mii^t have been such a universal deluge as 
Moses descidbes, and about the time specified by hiin ! Lately 
tlie neolQgists of Europe tiiougbt tliey had proved, that the Pen- 
tateuch was not wiitten until about the time pf the Captivity, 
find consejp^tly that Moaes, could not have been its penman. 
The aame men, studying the subjeict twenty years longer, find 
they, w^re mistaken, and, of late, with JlosenmullcK the younger 
«at their he^d, beginning to retura to the orthodo:s opinion^ Dr. 
Lowtlt of England, thought the Hebrew text very corrupt : better 
sjcholars find tliat he expunged words because he did not under- 

D 
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ttond tbepi ; and Gesenius one of the first Hebrew scholars oC 
the a|;e,. pronounces the >Iasojpetic textnmch morecor^t thai» 
the Samaritan; and r^ects byfsir the greati^ part of Dr^ 
](40i¥th's alternations. Thus has infideljLfy. b^en successively beat- 
en from every position sher assumed* . Shejnay yet make other 
da$iualtsi« She may bairb aaew her blunted arrowis^ agd Se^ther 
them with blas^iemy and leaFiuBg, she ms^j .point a&e^/ her^ 
Woken steel and dip it in lier deadliest poispip^; and served with 
fresh vigonry she jnay i:eturn a^in and ag^ to 0^ .eonflict. t 
but the Son of G^ has told us she /will fai^ h^ strokes wiU r^* 
verhevate upon herself^ until foiled in f^y&rj attempt, she will 
atiastbe eompelledy in the language of heronc0imp^ial:sa%.=^ 
to exclaim : *.^M length G^GuaMieany thmi ha^ft compared .^' - 

IJnshackled therefpjre by any apprehension as to the divinity 
of our religion, we may fe$u*le^ly appi;oach the inquiry beforfsr 
na* . Here we are met, $vt the very^tlffesbokl of the sulyect^ by. 
the dictate of cpinm<Mi s^^ise, that the teacher shouM always, 
know more than the taught;, that men cannot by tim constitutioil 
ofthpir nature, with confidence commit themselves toUie guL« 
dance of liiose whom they know to be their inferiors in know- 
ledge. And does not God in his providence sanction this prin-< 
eiple ? AYhom does he select as his chosen instruments to ad^ 
vance the triumphs of the ci^s^ to defend .the citadel oi our holy 
faithi Bven among the a^stles^ all fdly qualilObed by ordiuary 
Itnd miraculous i4s#tiction> who W'sfi^ it that laboured more a« 
bundantly, and more saccessfulty tt^ the rest ? And was liot 
Paul superior to alL:&^ other sqioaljesin natural talents atid ed-« 
ncation ? Was h^ not educated at Tardus, then more distin-^ 
guishedf as Strabo informs .xts^ f[)r philosophy and. polite litera-^ 
ture» than even Athens ^ Alexandria I And, in conformity to. 
the custonoL of tibie Tarfjans, yf^ko were wont to ftmsbt^eir studieer 
abroad, di^ he not bend bis course to Jerusalem to complete 
his education at the feet of Gr^maUelthe illustrious doctor of th« 
J'ewish law ? Who was Origen, the defei^fder of the faith a- 
gainst the 9^saults of the uubelieviug Celsus I Confessedly a 
man of the most splendid talents and extensive learning, wh<a» 
was educated under Clement in the theolc^ical seminary at AI^ 

* The empi&ror Juliani the apoststt* 
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iBxantMa, and \di6 publis^M more bo6ki» tfism msCny learned men 
ever read ! Who we^ Huss, and Jerome of Prague, atid the celc- 
brated refortners, Luther and Calvin and Zwhiglitid ? Indispa-* 
tablj the most learned men of their age. "Who were theinstru-*^ 
stents of the most glorioos revivals of religion/ Mibich s).dom the 
pagesef ecctesiadtioal histx^ry ? We need not toy to'this assem* 
bly that Arndt, g^)ener, BVanke, Wesley, Whiteiield and Edwards 
were allr^nlariy educated, were learned men. And finally, 
whom did ^od' employ to establish the Lul^eran cbnrch in thi^ 
^western World? Illiterate and impfousmen^ likewolves, haid sto-^ 
len into the ftoek^ and were about to devour It, when the veni^able 
Hulil€«ilierg from Frahke's sehool, witti Fraribe's spirit, cam© 
io break the bread of life to Die dispersed emigrants, aud gave' to 
JLutheranism In America its existence as an organised church. 

* And wbo have been its pillars since that time ? I need hot in- 
#9rm yon, that they w«*e learned men, when I pronounce the 
xiameof Kuntze, of Schmidt^ ^f Muhieiiberg, of GosAng, of Hel* 
muth and Lochman ? And is not the same remark equally 'ap4 
plicable to all the other prominent churckes of our countrjr ^ 

But tl>e evidence on this subject is cumulative. The strong* 
est yet remains. We have the plainest declarations of the sa>^ 
cred word. One text from the books of each covenant may suf- 
fice. By the prophet Malachi, €rod' commanded that ^Hhe 
priest's lips Should keep ktujiiolMgej <ind they (the people) shmM 
seek ike law at Ms numthj for he is the messenger of -the Lord of 
hests.'* The phriase ^* keep knowl^dge^'* but imperfectly con* 
veys the idea of the original. Shakar, in its most fi^uent 
acceptation, signifies' to protect, to watch over, to preserve with 
care.^ In par^ki^astic terms the passage may be thus expres- 
4sed : ^The priests being tbe messengers of the Lord of hosts* 
dhduld be tbe depositories of knowledge, they are to ^atch over 
it andpei^tuate it, so that the people may at all times recur 
4x>them, as au^bentie and competent instructors and judges of 

. the law.^' The xitber passage is tiie admonition of Panl to Tim*- 
<»thy : *^Tke things that thouhas$ keardeffm among many tmtneS" 
/seSf the sameijommt thxm tofaiikftd men, who shatt be able to teach 
others also.^ In the antecedent context, Paul calls ^Hhese 
tJun^s'' i$rhicbbe, liad taught Timotiiy,, <^tlie form of sound 



irorAsi,**, Dr as it may be rendei^e^ **tbe eketelii outivoe^ or breif. 
system of ^ound doctrine.'^ Here Paul ex|iresaly admonishea^ 
Timotliy to receive none into the «i$tcred o^ce,. who^d aot beeq 
instructediBtiiatoutUneofdoctriiie which he had studied,, ^q^q 

r 

character did not afiford assarancey thi^t jQiey wocdd be faithfid 
to thdr at^ft^l and solemn vow«y and who had not caj^^ty 
enoiigfa to be ^^abte to teach ofliers 9iaoA\ Upon the snceesr 
sors of Timothy, tills ohliga|ft|(in (^e«r}y. rests. The grade of 
theological eduea^on^ probably ought to^ be, cuid generally i^ 
somewha^t npfodified by tiie.d^ree of i]^t^^gel|c^ av^d learning, . 
pervading the commiiniij with which tb\e student is connected. 
But the best method of settling the pnqier average statd^d of 
Inimst^rial attal^ent, i$ to a|i€ei4;ain# w|iat are the duties re- 
quired by God of the Christian n^nistry in all S'ges* A funda- 
mental dttty^^ doubtless, is '^to search the Scripiuresy^ thedireor* 
toryfor his conduct, the ryle of faith ^id practice which he istq 
preachy "tlifat the man of God ms^y be perfect, thoroughly fur-^ 
nished unto all good wQrks#'^ In order that he may search the 
Sicriptur^ he, must be able to read them. Such is the diversity 
het'vi^een Ihe idioms of Afferent languages, that many of the 
bea\^ties and peculiarities^ of an author are unavoidably lost in 
the best trai^ailatioi^i. 4^d.suchis the difference bet^veen tlie 
religions and political in0titutions, the soi^^ial, literary and sci- 
entific b^t% by which the siba^ of meaiii^^g ai*e fixed on voca-r 
bularies cyp diffisrent nations,* that there are nniltitudes of words 
in every language, for whi(^ nox^ perfectly cari^espondent can 
be foumi in^ another^ Hence the world would laugh at the man, 
who should Imte a commentary on the beauties of Hoj^r or, 
Viirgil^ or undertake to e^Iain the ^xa^t mea,i)j>ngof Justinian's 
code nf laws, without being able to read the original M'orka. 
Now ^ the i)i3pired writers, in order to be und^stood, must 
necessai*ily have used lan^age in its common ac^^efntati^n; we 
are unable tp see, why a knowledge, of the original should be 
less jiecessary in the one case than in the. other. . We know, in- . 
deed that there are hundreds of pious, aiid-falbj^ and useful mtR 
in the ministry of difierei^t.churches^ who kbonrundcr^this dis- 
advantage. Yet, who can doubt, that they wfrnM be still more 
able and useful, if their souls could fi^st m.^y^fty ^ords of 
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GoAf if they c«iM e:saiiiiiie and judge foi;i:hei|ise]:f>e$; instisad oC 
^erngthroQ^ithe-eyeft of oltiers? Andthoughiliey maybcusdM^ . 
in ooimexiQii wOih otliera who are bett^ instrueted^ what would 
be the state of th& Ciiristian churchy if her mioist^regeneralbf 
shovld' cease to Yi^tA ov^ the word of God^ and topca^tuate $L 
knowledge of it $o sueoeed|iig geneimtidiisi? Who would pro- 
vide the necessary tranida^oiis for heathen countries? And wh^ 
shall prepare smother fat us^ when the reyolutions of language 
iphjdyi have • rendered oun» umntelligible? A respectable ao 
quakitance wife Gredt aad ilebrew philology will, w^e hesitat© 
not to Tleclare» better enaMe the student to and^^taiid i^e SerijH 
ture^y than all the doctrinal commentaries ever written. And 
such are the facilities afforded for these studies, especially by 
late G«ia»aQ writers, that a student is indeed inexcusable, wlio 
neglects an opportunity to employ. tMs poweiful auxiliary in 
the service of God, To ^^search the Scripturcs^^ aright, we must 
inquire when and by whom they were \^ritten, and'whcther they 
are authentic and unadulterated. But these hooks profess a 
character difffejpent from ths^t of all othet* hooks, profess to he a 
jrevclation from God to man* The evidences, in support pf these 
claims, must be examined: and the question arises, wheth- 
er tlie divine authority of these books -requivos us to inter- 
pret them en princifrfes different from those applied to mere 
Imman productions. The science of Intefpretatiojl-, therefore^, 
must not be neglected* ' But these books abound in allusions to 
the peculiar customs and circumstances of tlie times' and coun- 
tries in which they were written, and cannot be fully under- 
stood "^ihout an acquaintance with them. , Biblical Archeeolo- 
gy is, therefore^ an important study. Again, the minister of the 
gospd must ^dedare the '^hole council of (Sod,^^ as well the doc- 
trines to be believed as &« ditties to be practised: hence Doctrf^ ' 
nal , and Practical Divinity are cardinal parts (rf a theological 
coia*se of stu<fy.> lie is commanded ^^eamestlg to amimdfor the 
fititk xylke tldrcered toth^ saints; " hence Polemical Theology can 
not he enfirely overlooked, though it tnUst now assume a milder 
character tha« in the days of Calovius, nor teach its pupils, that 
Wittenberg and Geneva are the only fountains of saving truth, 
f^ne (tf the mdst important duties of a minister, is to "jpreacA iftif 
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word!, to show himself upproroed unto God, a Hoorkman ihai 
meedeth not to he ashainedj rightly dividing the word of truths 
Suitable instructions on this subject constitute Homiletic Theo- 
logy* He is commanded to ** take heed to cM tJieJlockereer lurhich 
tJw Holy Ghostlidth made him overseer, to feed the church of God 
which he purchased tvith his own hlocd.'^ ta the subject of 
Pastoral Theology he must therefore lend his most devout at- 
tention. As the Sacr^ volume aboun& in prophecies; he should 
not be' ignorant of the history of God*s people, «o fliat he may 
be able to trace their accomplishment, and study fhe^iFOndrous 
dealings of his providence. And m order that he may be amon^ 
those ^^ elders who nde wdli^* tie Government and DiscipIiBe 
rf the churdi will be necess^y subjects of study, to teach 
Mm how to act well his part in iSie several judicatories of the 
church, as well for the benefit of his individual charge, as of the 
kingdom of Christ in gcni^ral. But Christianity is a positive 
institution, which belongs not to man in bis natural state; ttie sys- 
tematic student should therefore first ascend to primary princi-^ 
pies to his situation ^dependcntly of Revelation, he should ex- 
amine the faculties of which he finds himself possessed, and 
study the proper nse of them, the just laws of reasoning. By 
this course he vill obtain an impartial answer to the inquiry: 
<<wliet is trutk." He should examine the nature and extent of 
the truths, vhich reason has taught to those, who were unac- 
quainted wfth Revelation, concerning their moral relations and 
Interest, jrtid tlie adequac]( or inadiequaey of tiiis Natural The- 
€>logy U tlie wants of man. As Revelation is founded on rea- 
son, m will ever harmonize with it. Hence we cannot believe 
in ar professed Revelation, which does not either accoi-d with oar 
idaas of natural religion, or teach usi their fallacy. The ehlight- 
/eticd divine sees, throughout the whole volume of nature, un- 
numbered harmonies whli Revelation, but finds not one sentence 
there reC(»rd6d inconsistent with it. The' ordinary time spent 
in a course of theologickl education, will, indeed, only eifiible tfit^ 
ftud^nt to acquire the elements of these severlal sciences ; for 

••Were man to live coeval with the %wn, 
. "The patriarch pupil would be learning still 

««yer» djwf^, ie«Tf lua teiitoQ half iMiletrntt / 



But his preparatiQii (^ daily daties, will be a i)o^tinuatuMa ^ 

ttese studies^ and throughcmt bisr whole life, he sfaoqld ^'meditati^ 

«n these thkigs, and give himself wholly tcf.them^ that his pvo- 

iitiiig in them idl may be manifest," ^^that the man of God may 

become perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works." 

Wj?[AX is TBE P&OPEK M^ETHOD OF CONDUCTING THIS BJ>^ 
trCATION? 

It does not fall within the limits of this address, to canv^use 
the coiQparative merit9 of public and private education in gs^i^ 
eral^a question first formally discuss^ed^ we think, by Quintilian. 
The world has decided as lie did> the concurrent ^uShige of cen-^ 
turied is recorded in favour of public education* ^ The designa- 
tion of public and private, is indeed, neither derived from the est* 
sential nature of the subject, nor characteristic of it : the ||ue^ 
tion more properly is, whether solitary or associated study ia 
more advantageous. Many men, pursuing wliat ia misnamed 
a private education, live as much in public, as s^dents can 
possibly do in any college; whilst in many of our public iasti* 
tutions, students live at least as private and secluded^ as they 
possibly could individually beneath their own pat^al rooL 
That theological seminaries, like the Saviour whpnLfieyteacli^ 
sliould court retirement, that smaller towns rather than cities 
ought to be tlieir favourite seats, appears to us an obvious prin^ 
ciple, and is sanctioned by the mass of churches in this countryv 
But the previous que^^on is, would not a soKtary or individual 
^ucation, better qualify men for the ministry, ihan asdociats 
«tudy. 

That the theological sci^ncl^, inidlectually considered, am 
be pursued most sucoesafully by associated study, We take. for 
panted. This no one will call in question; nor cv^ we dwell 
on the importance^f.tbis consideration, which must be elear to 
every intelligent mind. Bu^ if our students w^e pursuing, 
their . studies individually with diSbrent private ministers^ 
though they would be less able expositors oif ,the Sacred word,, 
and less able preachers, w:ould they not come/ forth with more 
practical views of ministerial duty? If,' in .our most deliberate. 
Judgment, an affirmative reply cojuld be made to this inquiry, 
w« should be among the.most determined enemies of tlieologicigl 
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iciftinaries. tint what are tlwj chief human means, 1>y i;\iiici 
alone trwe piety and spirituality of doctrinal views can be pro-» 
moted, either iai an associated or splitary education? Tliey are 
the pidus etJcamplc and exhortations of the imtnidar^ access to a^ 
multitude of practical "works, frequent opportunit'^ to erigiige m 
the exercises of practical religim, and the influbence of surronnd^ 
ing circumstances* - 

Among thc/ ministers of cxetf church, liier^ is a great di%'er- 
sity, both in learning and piety. When students are educated 
individually,' some will have good and others indifferent teacb-» 
el's; and possibly the ministers least qualified may have most 
Students. By associated study, all students enjoy the advantage!* 
erf the same teacher. Now if the church should select as in- 
structor, a man who is not above the a\'x^rage of the great hias^ 
of ministers, fetill the students on the wholes w ould enjoy equal 
advantages, or rather greater, for he could devote himself wholly 
to the work. If an individual aboAC this average were chosen, 
flie students would evidently enjoy superior advantages; and 
should some one of the prominent and best qualified tftiilistei*s 
be electco, a seminary would obviously afford students as great 
advantages, as they could enjoy on tlie individual x)lan, if all the 
different private teachers were equal in qualification to the one 
elected. Now the fact that mankind generally believe their inte- 
fests best secured, when confide?l to the hands of men whom they 

' tliemsclves elect, pi:*esupposes a tendency in man to chose th# 
test qualified men to oiBce. Even in political elections, in 
which party spirit sometimes i-ejects the better man, each party 
selecte some of her best men as candidates^ and the whole mass 
of officers fleeted, is far superior in qualification to the average- 

, of the eligible population* And although ecclesiastical elec- 
tions are not always free Itom human frailtf, no one can deny, 
that in all the theological institutions heretofore ^established, 
the professors of which are eliected by the churches, as in Ame- 
rica, and not by the civil autliorities, ^as in some parts of Europe ; 
the churched have generally chosen men, who were superior both 
in piety and learning, to the average of the church, to which they 
belong: and so long as the majority of any church, are friends 
of piety, they will neither elect, ncJr long i-etain, any but pious 
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mm as professors. ^ The contrjary could never occur, utttil the 
mass of individual instructors had previously degenerated, and 
then, by the supposition, the individual teachers* vould be no bet- 
ter than tlie other ; nor could students then be compelled to fre.- 
quent tte institution. 

•As to the second rneansy no rational man, can believe, that the 
resources of the whole thurch combined, cannot furnish one bet- 
ter library ths^n each individual minister can purchase. Com? 
paratively few practical works can be found in private libraries. 
But', when a church establishes a Seminary, sh^jcan there sup«f 
ply her students with all the most valuable workaof a biogra* 
phical, missionary and pratical nature, and can prescribe what 
portion of their time shall be spent in perusing them. The same 
money wliich would have purchased twenty sjnall libraries, will 
purchas.G one large one. And this will be accessible to many, 
more students at the same time, and equally to every succes- 
sive class. Here then the student may enter the library, and be 
sunx)unded by the living monuments of the illustj'ious dead. 
He may take up the life of a Fenelon, a Fi»anke, a , Wesley, a 
Wliitefield, a Mather, an Edwards, or a Scott, and learn the 
aii; of holy living: or, laying his hand upon the missionary vol- 
ume, he may behojd the bloodless triumph of tfie Prince of p^ace 
over the powers of darkness, and learn from Brainard, Elliot, 
Egede, Swartz, Vanderkemp, Martyn and others, how to for- 
sake all for Christ. 

♦ 

That a well conducted Seminary affords more oppor^nities 
for practical devotion^ than could possibly be enjoyed by indi- 
vidual students under the charge of private mjinisters is. equally 
clear. Several times, daily, ai'e students bei*e requii^l to as- 
semble foi^the purposes .of social ^'Orslup: the word of God is 
publicly read, his praises arc sung, and supplications offered to 
him* tliat heareth prayer. Tlie labours of the day ai'e begun 
and closed with devotional exercises by each vstudcnt in his pri- 
vate apartment, and one day of each month is exclusively ap- 
propriated to practical devotion, and exercises ciilculatcd to pro- 
mote a missionary spirit. Individual students migiit, incleed, a- 
lone attend to many of these exercises: but he must indeed be 

ignorant of human natui-e, who believes that man require^ no 

E 



[ 84 ^ 

firtimulus to devotion, or that the gpeat mass of students, would 
in solitude, long maintain this standard of religious exerclT»es. 
Man is, moreover, a social being, religion is a social principle; 
and every argument, which goes to prove the importance of 
social worship in general, establishes with equal* force the su* 
perior advantage of theological seminaries in regard to the ex- 
ercises of practical devotion. 

And certainly the other circumstances of a theological semi- 
nary, are better calculated to promote piety th^n those of indi- 
vidual study. Must not the student'^ daily conversation w itli 
tliose of like inind and similar pursuits, confirm his faith and 
enliven his feelings? Must not all the various nieetings and 
essays and debates, on tlie great subjects of his calling, nay 
even tlie very building in which the sacred studies ai*e conductr 
ed, remind him of that Saviour whose he is, and whom he prb- 
©ffesscs to serve? If then, in addition to all the nuQfierous intcl- 
lectual advantages, the means for growth in grace can be bet- • 
ter enjoyed in seminaries than in solitary study, it is evident, 
that tlie interests of the Reedemer's kingdom will be best pro* 
moted by the ai^sociated plan of theological education. 

Accordingly,' we find tliat theological seminaries have been 
approved of by the most enlightened friends of Zion in all ages. 
Such institutions existed even under the Old Testament dispen- 
satioii, in one of which the prophet Samuel was teacher, and the 
pupils of which, by an oriental idiom, were termed "sons of the 
prophets.** Whether they existed before. the time of tliis pro- 
phet we are not informed, but from the books of Samuel and 
Kings,* we learn that the pupils dwelt together in o»e house, * 
that their teachers there gave them instructions, that sacred mu- 
pic was one of their princigjil studies, and that the prophets 
Samuel, Elija and Elisha, were at different times their teachers*' 
These schools were erected at different places, throughout the 
several tribes, and are often spoken of by the Jewish writers. 
Among tlieir most distinguished, later teachers, were Hillel,. 
Shammai and Gamaliel, the instructor of Paul. Such were ili& 
schools to which allusion has been made, of St. John at Ephesus, 
of Polycarp at Smyrna, oif St. Mark and Origen aiid Pantainua 

*2Kinjr8 6, 1. 1 Chron. 25, 1. r. 1 Saml. 10, 5. 10. and ch. 19, 20. 2 Kirgg 
2, 5. 12. 4, 38, 22, 14, 
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and others at Alexandria^ institutions in which tbe ablest de^ 
fenders of ChriwStianity were trained for th^ holy war. And such 
. schools are patronized by all the most evangelical and zealous 
Christian denominations of the present day/ But how can we, # 
as Lutherans, doubt the impoi-tancc of such institutions ? In her 
very infancy, Lutheranism was nurtured in theological semina- 
ries. Luther himself spent the greater part of his public life 
as teacher in such a school, from which he supplied Germany 
with able preachers, and thus extended the blessed Reformation* 
From that diay4o the present, all the ministers of the Lutheran 
church in tbe different nations of Europe, derived their educa- 
tion from such sources. The first and ablest ministers of our 
church in this country, were sent from such schools: and. even 
before the war of the Revolution, the venerable Muhlfuberg, 
the father of American Lutheranism, contemplated the erection 
of such an institution in this country, and historians oj Germany 
have, recorded their prayers for its success. Dr. Kuntze, at a 
later day, took somedncipient steps for the establishment of such 
a school, the present fathers of the church, about six years ago, 
gave a new impulse to this subject; and now, by the grace of 
God, we hail the'actual commencement of such an institution. 

Admitting then, that candidates for the sacred desk, can be 
better qualified by associated than by separate and solitary study, 
bow ought theological seminaries to be conducted ? 

It is obvious, that thecourse of instruction and study, should, 
not lose sight of the objects of all systematic education, the de- 
velopement of mental faculty, the formation of correct and pro- 
fitable intellectual habits, and the acquisition of knowledge* 
No man was ever born with the developed faculties of a Leib- 
nitz, a Baiimgarten, a Mosheim or a Luther. Tears of pati- 
ent study and rigid mental discipline, must evolve the facuK 
ties ; year* of practice must mature their energies. No man 
has ever reached the summit of intellectual attainments by, oc- 
casional fits of ephemeral application: whilst the regular pro- 
gressive course of a mind of mediocrity, always attains respec- 
tabHity, and often outstrips our most sanguine expectations. But 
we have merely time to advert to a few points, in which the 
mode of theological education ought^ in our judgment; to difier 
from that of Colleges. 
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tittle or mthing ougbt^ in most cascHy to be done by the instruc* 
torsy to promote emulation among the students. The ordinary stim- 
ulus of associated study, will, in most minds, beget as much emu- 
lation, and afford as strong an incentive to intellectual effort, ' 
as are consistent with prosperous piety. Emulation, strictly 
so called, can never be a christian motive to study. The su- 
perior attainments of others, ought indeed to be, and are produc- 
tive of increased exertion in the theological student, and this is om. 
of the advantages of associated study. It ought'not, however, to 
excite rivalry^ hjit to lead the student to doubt> whether he is 
improving his talents to the utmost of his power. Emulation, in 
g^iierad, has a tendency to produce jealousy betweeh those of • 
e(][ual powers, and it leads those to whom the Master has entrust- 
ed oiie talent, to envy others to whom five or ten were given. — 
Nor wiirthose conversant with theological seminaries, doubt,- 
that if much emulation were excited in them, it would be produc- 
tive of thft unhappy effect. God. has made different grades of 
human intellect. Whilst, therefore, all §hould be exhorted to 
incessant diligence, every attempt at display ought to be dis- 
couraged, and the truth often inculcated, that from him to whom 
much is given, much will be required. 

•%am, the mode of recitation should he less rigid than in Col- 
leges. Tlieological students are not receiving what is usually 
termed an education, they are studying a profession, and a pro- 
fession too, the duties of whicli- are of a peculiar kind. Though 
the quantity of prescribed study, be fairly accommodated to the 
average ability. of the* class, some willpi^pare with facility, 
what others can accomplish only by eccessivfe labour. .Now, 
it is evident that too great rigour of r(?citation, would force the 
student of humbler talents to subtract from the hours of devo- 
tion, that he may add to those of study : or, at least, excessive 
application to study, would induce a lassitude of mind unfavour- 
able to the duties and eiyoyments of devotion. Such intellec- 
tual pressure, long continued, would impair the ^spirituality of 
his religious exercises, and ultimately rob him of "those soul* 
refreshing views of Jesus and his word,** which were the de- 
light of ills soul, the evidence of his filiation, and, his strongest 
stimulus to indjistry and usefulness. A student, therefore, ought 






^liever to prosecute study to the detriment of devotion ; and if 
bis soul becomes enveloped in doubts and fears, it m^, on some 
occasions, not be amiss to devptc whole days to practical reading 
and exercises, until he regain a preponderance of spiritual feel- 
ing, .and satisfactory evidence of acceptance with God. 

That piety should be inculcated in all the recitations and exer-- 
cises, is so evident from the preceding parts of this address, that 
it need not now b.e discussed. * 

' Finally, the Professhrs themselves sustain a character^ sotne* 
what different from those of Colleges.^ They should study more 
of the humble unostentatious manner of him, who said, "leant 
of nieior I am meek and lowly in heart.*' In their lectures,- 
and in tlie discharge of all the duties iiicjimbcnt on them, they 
should seduously avoid personal display. When theological 
teachers, labour toexhib.it themselves, an unholy jealousy will 
naturally invade their breasts, and ihtcnaipt that flow of frater- 
nal feeling twhich ought to subsist between them. Each will 
aim at beiilg thought the greatest, and the effort will result in* 
partiality to the students, whom he numbersi among his supposed 
admirers. The pupils will be dividend in their admiration, one 
party being of Paul, another of Apollos, and a thiixl of Cephas* 
Their attention will he., in some degree, diverted from the great 
design of their studies, and tSby themselves not profited by such 
examples. A mistake on this point, we cannot, but regard as 
one of the cardinal defects of Europejtn institutions. As tiie 
church there still remains in. unholy alliance with the state, so 
their schools of the propliets are generally incorporated with 
their secular universities, and competition even among theolo- 
gical Professors, has sometimes been carried to a preposterou3 
length. God grant that, tlieir example may profit the Ameri- 
can churches! The instructions also of the teachers, and their 
intercourse with tlie.taught, ought to be more candid and pater-, 
nal. They should be like faithful parents, delipacy of feeluig 

* 

ought not to prevent them from admonishing any student for a 
. deviation from propriety. Their's is the solemn duty of appriz- 
ing the pupils individually of their constitutional obliquities, of 
checking in the *bud every symptom of levity,, of rivalship, of 
envy, of ostentation or liaughtiness^ that may insinuate itself 



mto tbc institution committed to their charge, and to bring 1bac& 
the wan^ft^er to the paths of piety : a duty, indeed, the most 
unpleasant to theteacher, but indispensably necessary to th« 
prosperity of the institution, and deserving the sincere grati- 
tude of the individuals^ foi: whose benefit it is performed. Finall'g 
What are the advantages kesux^tIng frpm such a 

. course or STlTDYr ? 

I 

• Ontbis topic. we shall detain you but a few moments. The 
advantages of such an education must be placed in axlear light, 
by the preceding discussion of its^ nature and circumstances.— 
took into the Sacred Volume at the primitive servants of God, 
Oollett all the traits of a. perfect ministerial character, scattered 
over its pages. Embody them into one complete portrait, and 
yo.u have the standard character at which the ministei*s of every 
age ought to aim, you have a specimen of the ministry which 
such an education is calculated to make, as near as the frailtiea 
of humanity and tlie absence of inspiration will penhit. Of the 
advantages contemplated by the several Synods in their efforts 
to bring their students under the influence of such an education, 
they have given a detailed enumeration in the Constitution of 
their seminary. We can but touch on some of them. 

Such an education will stamp the impress of intelligence on 
the ministry. It is not necessary that all ministers should be 
learned men, nor. possible for the best education to make thent 
such. But it tends to <make the Christian ministry in general 
what it ever ought to be, an intelligent enlightened body, *'who 
need not be ashamed" of their ignorance, but ^^know how right- 
ly to divide the word of truth, and giveio each hearer his portion 
in due season.'* Altliough an enliglvtened layman of true piety, 
can in the absence of better instructors, sit with edification un- 
der the ministrations of an illiterate man ; the mass of mankind, 
being void of this .piety, will not generally become the perma- 
nent hearers of men whose understanding and intelligence they 
cannot respect. But well educated ministers have Ticcess to 
, the hearts of all, even the most enlightened, whilst from the pul- 
pit as well as by ^eir private intercourse, they diffuse intelli- 
gence among those wlio most ncfd to be instructed. Thus they 
"'ot only f^eed their fl6ck with spiritual food, but also,* indirectly 






^d in supporting the fabric of our free and happ j government; 
for intelligence and virtue, are the pillars ef our republic, and 
'When the inhabitants of a country ai'e generally buried in igno* 
ranee, they are ripe no less for anarchy or despotism in govern- 
ment, than for supei'stition and priest craft fti religion. Such 
ministers confer a practical efRciency on the claims of Christi- 
anity, and enable her, not only to maintain that attitude of tri- 
umphant self-defence, for which a divine religion should ever bo 
prepared ; but to carry .thevvar into the enemies' territory, to 
call on them to reconcile the ^^difficulties of infidelity,*'* as 
Christians have for eighteen centuries, been held i^ponsible for 
all tbe phenomena attending their cause, and for many which 
kear as heavUy on Deism as Christianity. 

Such an education promises to make practical preachers^ and 
Jaitl^ul pastors^ Trained up amid the influence of daily devo- 
tion, and stimulated by the example of their associates, the 
lineaments of their religions character, will be strongly mark- 
ed. Brought into frequ.ent contact witli the hply fire of pasto- 
ral and missionary biography, the flame of piety will be kindled 
and cherished in their souls, and habits of devotion deeply en- 
graven on their hearis. From tli% pulpit they will feed their 
• flocks witii the rich provision^ of the gospel. Theytwilljpreach*— 

<* As conBcioira of their awful charge, 
. << Ami anxious mainljr that the flock tbey fe^d 
• ^ « May feel it too.'» . 

Tlic holy lustre of tiieir walk and conversation will recommend 
l;o others the religion they profess. Their science and teaming 
will not Seduce them from fidelity to the Saviour, but will qualify 
them better for the service of the sanctuary, and, bringing their 
offerings of gold, of frankincense and myrrh, they will do ho- 
nage td the babe of Bethlebem. T^o bring souls to Christ, will be 

• 

the grand object of the studies, the sermons, and the prayers of 
jMch men. The signs of the present evangelical times, will be 
congenial to their feelings, and they will co-operate withener- 
gy and .power in advancing the Mediatorial reign of hinH tp 

« 

t^'hom is given all power in heaven and on earth. 

* See Faber'41 Ute work oa this subject. 
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Nor can it be doubted that such an education w ill promoter 
unanimity ofviervs^ ^ni' harmony of feelings amongthc future 
.ministers of the chujpch. Similarity of doctrinal views, is pro- 
moted by uniformity of study and instruction. Long continued 
habits of personal intercourse, entwinetogetherihe cords. of so- 
cial feeling, and make the eccle^astical sympathies of students 
flow in the same channel. Xiore one another, is among the Sa- 
Tiour's^pt'ominent commands. , And he, who can believe that a 
number of truly pious men, can for years drink together out of 
tlie same fountain of revealed truth, can worship together around 
the same altar, and mingle on it their sacrifices of prayer and 
praise, and not find their hearts insensibly knit together ia 
love, betrays an entire \^ ant of acquaintance with the principles 
of ti*ue piety. 

In short, by such an education, it is our hope and prayer, 
that God will raise up in our institution, a multitude of able and 
faitliful labourers for his vineyard, who shall preach with fidel- 
ity tlie grand docti'ines of the mother church of the Reformation, 
, who can instruct our congregations in the several languages 
spoken by them in this country. Here we hope to see instructed 
perhaps a Paul and Barnabas to publish to the heathen the un* 
searchable riches of Christ, and many a James and Cephas and 
John, to feed the flocks at home ; men, who carry their zeisJ for 
tbo. cause of tlie Redeemer to the liighest and holiest ardour ijf 
devotion, who regard no service i;oo difficult, no obstacles #n* 
superable, lio sacrifice too great.; Men who yield to. the world 
her riches, her pleasures, lier applause, and take a higher aim ; 
who seek for riches — ^but such whose tenure is not endangered 
hy jnoth, or' rust, or thieves; who seek for pleasures, — ^but such 
as flow from the throne of the larui)*; and ^^ ho feel an ambition 
too — ^but for the glory of doing good' Tor a ciwvn in heaven, for 
tliQ everlasting favour of the everlasting God. 

To God, therefore, and to the guidance of his gracious Spirit, 
be oar infant school of the prophets ever dedicated ! Togetlier 
with its directors, its teachers and its pupils ; that it may 
jprove a lasting blessing to the church, and that thousands may 
hereaifter rise up and call its founders and benefactors blessed ! 
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'a§ ©treftorium beS tl^eologifd^en ©eminatd bet lutl^ertfd^en ^it:: 
1^ in ben SJereinigten ^taaten legt l&lemit bent gee^rten ?)uMi!o bie 
3lntritt^rebe be6 erflen ?)rofeflror6, fo wie aud& bie an 3^n gebaltene 
©infu^rung^rebe t)or, unb eradS^tet e§ al§ jwectbienlidf), einige 58emer:: 
fungen rficffid;tlici^ be6 Sntjte^en^ biefer 2lnf!alt, torangel^en ju laffen* 
S>ie erjlen ^prebiger ber lut^etifdj^en ^ix^t in 2lmerifa erl)ielten i^^ren 
Unterricl(>t in Seutfclj^tanb^ tj^eologifd^en 8e^ran(talten,fie n>aren t>on 
i^rer 5Wu^barteit iiberjeugt, unb dwflferten balder &frer^ aud^ ben 
SBunfc^ in biefem ?anbe fold^ eine 3lnjlalt ju errid;ten* Serfd^iebene 
SSotbereitung^maa^vegeln uon einjelnen ©pnoben wurben J^ieju txs 
grijfen, n^eldf^e iebod^ nic^t bie emimfdE^te ^irfung jur ^olge ^atten» 
Unter ben Seweggrfinben welci^e bie Srrid^tung ber ©enerals^i^nobe 
eeranla^en, war ber SSunfcl; mitunter gewefen bie ^rdfte unferer 
^irdf^e, bamit fie jwr £*rrid;t«ng eine^ t^eologifd;en Seminar^ ^inrei:? 
d^enb fei^n m&df^ten, auf einen 53ereinigung6punft jufammenjubrin^ 
gen* Semjufolge wurbc het) ber britten «£iljung ber ©eneral^^nobe 
JU griebric^jlabt, im leljtt>evtt)id;encn 9lot)ember (1826) befd;Ioffen, bie 
3lu^fiu^rung biefe^ wi4>tigen SBevf ^ nid;t Idnger ju t>erjbgern. ^aa^ 
tegeln jur 6r{)altung ber ^ieju n&tl)igen gonb^ wurben ergrifen, ein 
©ireftorium ertt)d()lt unt) il)re 3ufammenfunft, fiir ben Snbjwedf bie 
jDfation biefer 9ln(lalt 3u bcftimmen, axtf ben 5tcn be6 leljwerwi^ 
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d^enen SRirjmonatS in ^dgerjlabt fefltgefe^t* ©iefer SBeftlmmung 
gemdpfam ba^ Direftorium jufammen. 9lad^ ^er fotgfdltigflen Srwfc 
gung ber t)er^dltnifmdftgen Sort^eile Don ben t)erfd()iebenen Dertern 
tDeld^e 3lnf))rucl^ ffir bie Sofation gemacbt ^tten^ unb nad) bfterem 
ernjllid^em ®ebete ju ®&tt unt Seitung in btefem kptd^tigen 2Berf e^ 
entfdE^ieb t>ai ©ireftormm enblidS^iu ®unflen bex ©tabt ©ettp^burg ; 
nidi^t aUein n>eil fte ba^ grb^e 6(elbaner6ieten gemac^^t I)atte, fonbern 
ll^auiptfdclS^licft be^wegen, well biefe @tabt am gelegenflen im SWittet 
|)unfte ber twtf^erifd^en ^ircl^e liegt. SSej? eben biefer SSerfammlunj 
wurbe. and) befcl;loflren, ba^ bie 2lmt^einfe^ung b^ ^rofcfibr^ auf ben 
liten ©e^Jtembera j!art ne^^men foDe* Da^ Direftorium fam bemjji? 
folge auf biefe beflimmte^eitjufammen^ttnb fe^te ben erflen^ofejfor 
wit ben bep foldS^en ®elegen^eiten gebrAudS)lid;en geierli0!eiten in fein 
3lmt ein» 66 ^aben fi4) bereit^ eilf Ctubenten eingefiinben, unb t>oa 
ttte^^reren anbern^ bie jtc^ einpnben werben ijl ^aMd)t eingegangen- 
aiufeemuntert bur0 fold^ erfteulicl;e 2lu6fid[;ten, wornlt bereit^ biefe 
ainjlalt in6 Jfeben getreten ijl, m^fief)lt ba^ ©ireftorium biefelte ber 
Cb^ut unb bent ©egen (BDttti, ju beflfen 95er(^rrliclS)ung fie erric^tet 
»orben ijl, fo wie audj^ bent ®ebete unb bet tl^tig^n ttnterftfi^ung. 
tttter greunbe 3efu» 
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3n bem /?errn 3Sfu, geliebter 93rubcr : 

fSOap bie ^irdS^e ^efu 6{)rijli wnau^fpred^lid^e ^ort^eitc Don wo^t 
eingeri4)teten Seminarien erl)aU, ijt feine erftnbimg neuerer 3eit. 
©icfe '53ortl)eile l)at bie et>an9elifd;4utl^crifd;e ^irri;c fcl)on feit langcr 
^cit genoflen* S5ie 33ater unferer ^irt^e in ben "TJereinigten ©taaten, 
tt>!e £ie n>ol)I wiflfen, tt>urben fiu*^ i^ilist ^rebigtamt in bem €emir 
nar jtt ^jatte jubereitet, unb burdj^ tljre grofie ® elel)rfamf5it unb eifri? 
fle^ (£l)nftentl)um waren fie iBerfjeuge in. ber ^?anb be^ ^errn jur 
SBefel^rung t^ie let Xaufenbe, xodd)t ol&ne il)re 93emul)itngen in bie S? 
tDigteit lUergegangen tiodren ol)ne t)on ber €)onne ber @ered;tig!eit cxs 
Ui\d)Ut wovben ju fepn. 3a, ec^ ift eine wid^tige 2;()atfad;e, bie ic^ 
geihbett tl)eologifclS^er ©eminarien jur SBe^erjigung t)ovlegen med;te, 
^aj) ber Sfteligion^jujlanb in melen J£l)eilen unfer^ iianbe^ bi« auf bit 
niebrigite €)tnfe b^rabgefunfen war aW bie ^ebiger t)on ^^alle aai 
f)ier antamen. gruber^in waren n)ol}l SKdtmer al§ ^))rebiger t^on nn^ 
fetn C9lauben^genojfen angejtellt gewefen, allein fie warm in(>gemein 
fo unwiffenb unb in oielen gdllen fo wnc^ri jtlid^ in il)rem Sebenc^wan* 
tel, baf i^re ^wb^^'^ f^^lbjl einen 2tbfd;eu an ibnen befamen unb t>iele 
nac^ unb nad; in Unglauben wrftelen* ©elebrfamfeit, wabre^ dljxu 
fientbuni unb fiberbqu^>t alle biejenigen eigenfd^affen weld^e »otfcl[?af^ 
ter an Sbrijli ©tatt ju ibrer 3lmt^fiibnmg IjaUn fottten, erbielten uns 
fere SJater^. burd; g&ttlid;en 93eiftanb in einem tbeologifd;en .Seminar, 
ntCO feljten fie in ben Stanb geborig unterfd;eiben ju fonnen wann 
Ieid)te ober flarfe S^peife barjureid;en fej^. Sebermann ent)iep ibnen 
bie gebfib^^nbe »f?odbacbtung, unb beibe§ be«tfd;e unb englifd^e 2(m 
fimmlinge befonber^ in ^^ennf^toanien unb SMarplanb, fitblten fid; ge? 
brungen bem ge!reujigten jf»eilanbe ben (le t)erad;tet unb t?erbobnet i^au 
ten ju bulbigen* 

J)er beilige Sifer — jene bimmlifd;e glamme, jene Selbrtaufo)>fer 
nmg im gbttlicben SSerf c — weld^er unfere ^ircbe in Suropa fo lan^ 
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ge mifigeseid^net fjatte, wurbe allmd^Iig be^ Derfc|>iebenen cl&ri|iKd^en 
Sieligion^^Derfaflungen in biefemSanbe erwccftunb alle ^rdjtc wurbeti 
angejlrengt tl^eologifd^e ^^eminarien ju cvrid;ten* Die pre^b^teriant 
fc^c ^ivd[;e war l)iet)on eine bcr erjlen, unb bie 2lnjabl tl)rer gelebrten 
imb frommen ^|)vcbiger lieferteinen binldnglid^en^ewei^ jur Segrftns 
bung ber SBa{)v(}eit, t>i\^ rijeologifd^e ©eminarien ju ben nii^Iiclj)jlen 
unb fdMljbariten Slnjlalten, tt)eld;e 2[)vi|ten unterjlu^en fbnnen unb 
fottten, gcb&rcn* 

@o bcfrembenb e6 and) immcr fd;eincn mag, fo ift e^ nid;t6beflfir 

n>enigi?r eine befiagenf^wertl^e 2^batfad;e, bag bie ^eutfd;en ^ird;en 

(bie luri)evifd)en unb reformirten) in ben 95ereinigten ^taatcxif xt>a§ 

tl)eoIogifc^e Seminarien anbetrift, bi^ erfl t>or furjer 3eit ganj unb 

gar gleid;gultig waren* SBdbrcnb anbere SSerfaflungen junge SKdn^ 

ner fftr^ ^'Pvebigtamt jubereiteten unb jTe gclebrt unb fromm unb mit 

ben notl)igen ^enntniflcn t)erfeben, al6 iReifeprebiger in unfer grof e^ 

Sanb auofanbtcn, fo fonnten wir faum bie bereit^ gefammelten ®e- 

nicinen mit tud;tigcn ^Vebigcrn tjerforgcn* SBir waren entweber gc^ 

n&tbigct ?[l?dnncr in'3 ^rebigtamt, wenn fte nur praftifd;e§ Q)riften? 

t()um batten, auf5uncbmen, obgleid;fie ubrigen»3 nicf)tme!)r ^'enntnijfe 

befafen aB jeber Suborer fur fein ewigeS *^eil bi^ben foHte ; ober wir 

mu|jten unfere ©emeincn fo lange iprebigerlo^ bleiben lajfen, bi§ t>a^ 

fid; enblid; junge SKdnner t)orftnben wurben beren ^Jermogen^umftdn^ 

be if)nen tjerftattcte ein Sotlegium ober eine Unit>eifttdt ju be^ieben, unb 

nad;bem fie ^rabuirt batten, ein ober jn?et) 3^b^^ unter ber 2lnweifun9 

eine^ unferer erfabrenjlen ^])rebiger Xbeologie ju jtubieren* Der grof e 

9fJad;tbeiI ben bie J:ird;e bi^burd; erlitten Ijat t)l alljuwobl befannt. 

@Ieid;t)ieI tt>ie fromm unb gelebrt bie ^rebiger aud) waren, weld^e 

junge SKdnner unterrid;ten, e§ mug bemungead;tet eingejlanben wer^ 

ben, bag ein jeber ^rebiger ber eine ©tette bebient, eine J)eerbe ju weir 

ben unb ju t)erforgen b^t, unb baber nid;t bie erforberlid;e ^eit auf 

ben Unterrid;t junger ?Otdnner fur^ ?)rebigtamt t>ern)cnben fann* 

35ie ®eneraU2;i;nobe, jene groge unb fur unfere ^irc^e fegen^rei:? 
d;e Slnftatt, wclcbe erjt feit etUd;en Jj^b^en ju Stanbe gefommen ift, 
unb we(d;e feit ibrer G:ntftel)ung, mebrfad;cn vgd^wierigfeiten aue>ge= 
felHwar, bat bemungead;tet mit einem fo gtucf lid;en &folge gewirfet, 
urn nid;t allein Stdvf'e unb .Dauerbaftigfeit ju ibrem SSefteben ju ge^ 
winnen, unb ibren bo^bafteften geinben trolj bieten ju fonncn; fon- 
bern and; unter gottlirt;em ^cgen unfere ^tvd;e inbenfelben^tanb jn 

fel^en. 



fsfteit, in weldj^em fie in@uro|>a uenttbgenb war fo uiel jur 2lu6breitiing 
bf § SReic^^ ODtte^ beitragen ju f&nnen. Sa^ tc(; ftelje in bet freubi:* 
gen Srwaftung, Dap wir balb, mit unfern Sd;»eflevfircl^en uereint^ 
auf eine fraftt)otte 2Beife bie geftungen bc^ Satan^ jerjlbren werben^ 
unb bag bie 5a{)lveid;en ©lieber unferer ^irdS)e, wobnljaft in ben^lSereis 
nigten ©taaten, mit ?ebvevn bie tua^ gbttUd^e Siebe^feucr in il)ven ^itr 
t)orevn anfocOcri Fonnen, t>erforgt wevDen* S)ie ainfragen fur fold;e 
5J>rebiger finb l^auftg unb jablveid;, unb jur je^igcp 3eit bcrrfd;t in 
t>ielen, benen bie ^)f>xad)e unferer 3Jdter fremb geworben iit, einftar- 
fe§ 33ertangen, bagbaeSeben^wortaud; il)nen, nad; ben 2tnfid;ten un^ 
ferer ^ird;e, geprebiget werben mod;te. Die ©eneraUo^nobe f)at 
bal>er im bemutbigen ?8ertrauen auf ©Ort befc{)loffen ein tbeologifd^eS^ 
©eminar ju errid;tett. ^n ber tt)id;tigen unb febr t)erantn)ortlid;en 
©telle aBerjIer ^^rofeffbr biefer Slnflalt, finb Sie, mein lieber SSrubcr^ 
erwdblt, unb mir ift^ jur ^flid)t gemad^t worben auf eine feierlic(?e 
25eife unb aB in ber ©egenwart bei^ .t)rei;einigen ©Sttee ^ie an bie 
J9eiUgFeit be^ilntte^, womit mx ©ie beute bcfleiben, ju erinnern. 

aSruber, 3bnen foU bie 2tuffid;t ber fur^ ^rebigtamt beiltimmte 
SJZdnner anbertraut werben^ bie aU Jijerolben be^XjSrrn 3Sfu beri)orr 
treten unb an t)ielen ©eelen ^Berfjeuge he^ Seten^ ober iDe^ Xobe^ 
fe^n werben* 3bnen liegt bie ^flidrt ob jte in 2illem ju unterrid^ten 
\va§> ibnen al^ aSotfd^after be^ .f onig^ aller ^onige notbig ift^ auf t>a^ 
unfer aller X?S9t9i unb ^DZeifter nid;t entebrt, fonbern fein 3ieic^ 
burd> ibre 58emfibungen jtetS i^eiter au^gebreitet werbe* 2luf 6ie 
fommt e^ ineinem boben ©rabe an, oh biejenigen tt)eld;e ju ©tuben- 
ten in unferem tbeologifd;en Seminar aufgcnommen werben, 2eud;ter 
fe^n, aufgeflellt ba^ S^aix^ unferd ©Otte^ ju erlcud;ten, ober benen 
gleid; fei?n werben, bie ©Dtt um 3erufalem*3 Sunben willen jum ©e^ 
rid;t fanbte, unb bie SSbfe^ gut unb ©ute^bbfe bieflfen, weld^e bie jer^ 
fattenen SJJauern nidjt aufbauen, fonbern ibre.eigene 2Bege wanbeln* 

Unb/tbeurer 58ruber, 3bnen lege id)^ jur ^))flid;t auf, ftet3 einger 
benf JU fe^n, bag ®ie fur ben ©ang, ben ©ie in , ber Subereitung ber 
5!Rdnner nebmen bie im 2Seinberge be$ ^£rrn arbeiten foUen, bem 
grogen Dberbauf>te b^cr ^ird;e t^erantwortlid; finb* S*m)>feblen Sie 
baber feinen ©tubenten uufere^ Seminar^ an 9)litg(ieb irgenb einer 
Sijonobe ju tx)erbcn, e»5 fci; benn, ©ie baben binreid;enbe Urfad;e ju 
glauben, \:>a% nad; ber 2lmt?eifung beu Sl^^ofteB, "feineScrtbcn mit 
®abrbeit umgfirtet finb, tia$ er ben ^^jarnifd; ber ©crec^tigl'eit babe, 
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^ag er ant)en 58einen gejliefclt fep, ferttg \>ix% CtHingeliunt be6 grie:? 
ien^ jw treiben> bag er t)ej;i *£d>ilt) be§ ©lauben^ ne^me, mit weld^em 
er bie feurigen %t\\t be^ 93bfen au^I6fd[?en f ^ntie, wnb ben Jpelm be§ 
^eil^ unb ba^ ©cfewerbt be^ ©eii^e^, wetdf^^^ it^ '^<^^ 'Bort ©Dtte^/' 

— Sie tt)erben fic^ ber ©turme unb Ungewitter erinnern, bie in Jebenf 
^eitalter burd^ ?!J?dnner, welclj^e in^ *?)rebi9tamt giengen oljne ben recl;^ 
ten ®eijl ju baben, erregt wurben ; unb wenn bie ^))fortenber JjoUe bie 
SJerbeipngen 3gfu batten uberwdltigen f bnnen, fo wurbe \iO^ ©dS^iff- 
lein, bie Aird^, fd[)on Idngjl ^cbiffbruc^ erlitten baben* 

25a ber JpSrr unfere liebe ^ird;e auf eine fid^tbare SBeife gefegnet 
^oX, unb ibre ©lauben^lcbren fo rein biblifd; finb, fo bag aud; felbft 
ibre erHdrteflen geinbe feinen erbeblid()en 3rrtbum in ibren ©laubenS:? 
artiWn Dorjeigen fbnnen, fo wenig wie ebentaB auf bem 5fteidi^6tage 
ju SBorm^ bie geinbe ber'Babrbeit be^ unflevblidS^en Sutbers s2dS;riften 
al§ irrig ermeifen fonnten: — J)ie,Rird;e, weldj^e 3bnen bie ^nberei- 
tung unb ^ilbung ibrer ^prebiger ant)ertraut, forbert baber t)on 3bnen 

— unb in ibrcm 9lamen ertbeile id; Sbnen jefjt feierlid) ben'2luftrag — 
bag ®ie atte Sb^'^t 2(uffic()t ubergebenen ©tubenten^ in bem ©lauben 
unferer fiird;e grimben unb befefligen* ©pllte irgenb 3emanb biefen 
©(auben, ober einen Xb^il be^felben, nid)t annebmen fonnen, cber 
toeigern t)on ber 9iortreflidbfeit unferer ^ird;ent)erfafiung fid; ubetr: 
jeugen ju laflen, ber bat bie greibeit fid; an irgenb eine anbere cbrifUU 
d;e Sleligion^benennung onjufd^liefien, beren befonbere 2lnfid;ten tbm 
bicrinnen DorjugIid;er ju fe^n fd;einen» SdS) erad^te e^ iebod[) jur (Jr« 
baltung be^ grieben^ unb ber SBoblfabrt einer ^ird;e fSr burd^au^ 
notbwenbig, bag Uebereinftimmung in ben 5SKeinungen fiber w>id;tige 
®egen)ldnbe be^ ©lauben^ unb ber ^ird^enjud^t^ unter ben ^rebigem 
berfelben, gtatt finbe* 3d; trage e$ 3bnen baber auf, bag ©ie ftrf; 
bemuben unfere ©tubenten jufiberjeugen bie 2tug^burgifd;e Sonjfegioti 
fe9 eine fid)cre Stegel unb 9tid;tfcbnur ©lauben^fadj^en bie in ber beiU 
Sicbrift entbalten finb ju beftimmen unb ju entfdbeiben^ 3Bad eine 
©erfd;iebenbeit ber SKeinungen fiber unerbeblidj^e ©egenjtdnbe angebt, 
burd; tt>eld;e mebrere cbriilfid;e SReligion^s^lSerfviffungen entftanben finb, 
fo laflen rair fie unangefod;ten, w>enn fie nur ben wabren ©eifl 3<Jfu 
Sbrijli befi^en- Surcb folcbe ©erfdj^iebenbeit w>irb bie fid^tbare «ird;e, 
fo wie ©drten burd; tjerfdjiiebenfarbige SSlumen, eber t)erfcb&nert; at 
lein bie unterfd;{eblid;e ©attungen unb Slrten berfelben foUten nadb ib- 
ren befonbern ©genfd;aften erbalten werben* Sutber bebau<)tete ba§ 
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Red&t ter (SewiflTcnSfrfl^eit, ttttb ballet fotttebie ittflTerfle ©iilbfamfeit 
gegen^lnbcr^gefinnte, bie ^rcbiger ber Iut^mfc(^cn ^ird[)e jeberjcit 

5Jor atttem a6er,miein 95mber, ^rbert bie ^lrd;eeon 3^nen, t>a^ 
@ie unferc Stubenten in ber SScrfo^nungSIel^re burd^ (Sbri|l«m tt)ol)I 
grimben unb befcjligen* 2)r. ®rai), (cin gfeUbrter unb beriiljmter 
€)C^riftlMer) in feinem SSudJ^e betitclt : -'Mediatorial Rci.i^n of the 
S m of God," bemerft (Seite 253) "^unb unb ju wiflcn fep e§ bai)er 
3tttcn,bencn e^etwa unbefanttt fei?n mag, bap ?SKartin 2urt)cr, ein Don 
©Ott l?od[)erkitd()teter SJiann, ben bcr i&Srr 3®fiu^ miteinem fajlapo^ 
flolifd;en ©eifie au^niftetc, urn feine ^ird;e t)om 55evberbenju retten, 
jiattbl)aft beljauptcte, bap bie 53evfc>bmm(jv tx)clc(;e bcr JjSrr 3C£"fu^ auf 
®ol9atl)a jliftctc, l)inrcid;enb fci), ba6 ganje SDicnfc^cngefci^Iedx ju er^ 
lofcn, nnb bap nid;r^ treiter erforbedidS? fe^, «m biefelbc altgemein 
wirffam ju mad)cn, al^ nur bev ©laube be^ bupfertigen ©imber^/' 
Unb, gcwip, iebc5 in Stbfid^t bet beiligcn ©d^rift ?SontrtI)cil fi-eie ®c« 
mutt), n)irb in bie Siid^tigfeit biefcr Sel}re mit einjlimmen* Die SSes 
ttjeife bafur, fo wie aud^ t:>a^ SSfu^ t>on ^lajavetJ) wabrer ®£>tt fe^, 
jinb Har, beutlidj) unb unwiberlcgban ^d) lege 3bncn baberbic ^flfidS^t 
auf/bei; allem w>a6 beilig ijl, niemaB einen ®tu^enten ber .Rivd;e an? 
juemipfeblen, ber in biefer £ebre i'rrglaubig ift; bcnn bie^ finb iSabrr 
l)eiten woran ©laubige unferer ^ird^e befonbere^ ^ergnugen babcn ; 
unb obgleic^ Slnbcre in i^ren 2lnfid()ten Don un^ abweid(?en mo^en, fo 
beb^Iten ^ie e§ bod; (let^ im Slnbenfen, t)a^ jeber ^rebiger be6 Suan* 
gelium^, in ber Iurt}erifd;en ^irc^e, glauben unb lebren mup, 3vifu^ 
€bi*iftu§ fe^ ber 3eboDab, ber Wvtbre unb R)efentlic(^e &Ott, im ^epn 
unb iBurbe bem 5Jater gleid;, unb t>a^ er freiwittig ben ^Bcnrvig ein:? 
gieng auf ^rben in 3iKenfd^engcflalt ju erfd^einen^ imb ffir bie^ftuben 
ber ganjen Sffielt am .Rteuje^ijlamm ju bupen* 

3d; f)AU je^t meinen 2luftrag erfuttt — bentt warum fottte id^ 
ttjeitUuftig fepn, unb im Sinjclncn unb 95efonbern bie^ftidj^ren be5eid;3 
nen, weldj^e Sbnen aB '>])rofejfcr be$ ei)angclifd(^ - lutberifcben ^emis 
tiax^ obliegen ? Da6 fd;on ©efagte wirb l&inreic^enb fei)n 3bv ©e? 
mud) DOttberSSid^tigfeitber^teKebieSie befleiben anjufutten* Sei;n» 
©ie aber in ber SrfuUung ber 3l)nen aufgelegten ^flid;ten unt)cr5agt» 
S^fuo Sf)rijiu§, t>a^ grope OberbaujJt ber ^ird;e, 3bJ'«f?6:vr unb 9}Jei5 
#er, tt)irb 3l>tten beiile^en, unb Don 3bnen nid;t mcl)r al6 Sreue for^ 

© bern» 
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ftern* ©f ^)n @ie fiBrf gen^. and) tjerjtd&ert, baP baft tnBrfmfllge ®e^ 

ber ^irdi^e ffir £le Dor ©otteft S^ron bar9ebradS)t wevben wirb* 

« 

(©ic juflegenfe^enben ©tubenten flanben nun auf unb wiirben folgen* 

bennaf in angcrebet ;) 

@ie, metne jitngen 95riibcr, bie iid) entfd^loffen f)aUn, ©tubenten 
ber ©otteftgelabrt^ett in bicfem Seminar ju fe^n, w>erben, wfe id) boffe^ 
gl^i^ in 3^ren ©twbien anwenben, in grbmmigfeit wad^fen, unb ^\}v 
SBerbalten fo einric^ten n>ie e^ 3^rem ^oben Serufe jufommt* d^ 
»i*rbe unfcl;ictlid; fei;n^ n>enn id; t>on mcinem aSrubcr, ben ^ie t)Ott 
jeBtanal0 3br^n^])rofeflror}iibetracl(>ten ^aben, mid) in Sobreben t)on 
feinen gal^igfeiten einlaflfen woUte, auc^ ware bieft mit meiner ^^\d)t 
nid;t t)ereinbar ; benn bie ©eneralsSynobe unferer ^ird^e ijat iljn ers 
wablt bie Sluffid^t fiber unfere Smbenten ju ^aben, voeld)e geneigt 
ffi^len fur ba^ ^ebigtamt inbiefem Seminar fid; jubereiten julaffen^ 
Sie baben bie ^erant«)ortlid;f eit ber ©telle be^ ^rofefibrei t)ernonimen» 
£^ie Sbrig^ ift ebenfall^ t)on groflfer S5Jid;tigf eit. . 2luf Sie f ommt in 
einem grofen SRa^e ha^ ®ebeil)en wnfer^ Seminar^ an* SSerben 
Sie ba^felbe gelebrt unb gotte6ffircl(>tig t^erlajfen, unb ted)t tljirige, 
eifrige, fluge unb treue SSotfcl^after • an Qi^tifti Statt werben, bana 
tt)irb unfer Seminar aufleben unb blfib^n; imentgegengefeijtengaH as 
ber^ folUen Sieal^Stubentenauf Sbre ^flid(?ten unad;tfam fcj?n^ foHtc 
bei? 3bnen ^o^^f unb ^erj nid)tft gewinnen, unb ®ottei^furd;t unb SSif* 
fenfd;aft mangein, bann wirb unfer Seminar ju ©runbe geben — weU 
d;ea ©DtS is>er^fiten wotte ! — 

Sd;lieglielE>, mbgen w>ir aKe red^t treu fepn ! — 9i)?&gen wir bie mcljr* 
fad(?c un6 obliegenben ^flid^ten l&eiter unb frob erfuKen ! J:>ann werben 
»ir einanber im gbttlidS^en SBerfe fbrberlid; fe^n, unbmitbencn weld^c 
»ir in 3^U ©emeinfd;aff einffib^ten, bereinft mit be^ ^immeW 
Sdngern einjiimmen bem.Samme ©jDtteft Sob unb ^rei^ barjubringen 
bon (troig/tcit ju Sn^igteit^ 3(men» 
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MniviUuvtiit* 



t> 



Voc^ftfeieriicf) ijl bie ©elegen^it tie^ weld^ef wir Derfamntelt flinb, 
ffirben berSiid^ je^tanrcbet, imb ^oc^fiwidKiS fu'^ bieSreimbe bc# 
SReid;^ ®Otte§» Ser ^&d;jlc tat^gebehbc ^brper unferer ^irdK, ^«t 
I^dufig bie t>ielen unb i}er9cMid;en 93itten fur ^rebicjer, xodd)e an unfece 
t>erf(J;tebencnS)()nobencrgan9en finb, tjcrnontmen ; unb ffil)ltefid) uon 
bem ©ebanfen angeregt, bie Srnbte fe^ grog, aUx ber 3lrbeiter ganj ju 
wentg ; unb bie ^eforgnip brSngte fic^ bemfdben auf, bap wenn nic^t 
wirffame fSKagregcln balb ergrifirn werben, fo ftel^e t^ ju befurdj)ten, 
bie ©nabenjeit gefje fur mand;e uorbey unb ibre Seelen werben nic{>t 
gerettet* ©efu^lt J)at ebenfall^ bie ®eneraUSj;nobe, ba^ objwar bies 
jenigen, weld;e bie burd; t>a^ 58lut ®Dtteei erfaufte :Rird;e, weiben foU 
len, n>egen ber ^ot)en 95erantwortltd;feit i^re^ 2lmte^, alle tti&glid;e 
SSortbeile JU einer guten 83ilbung ^ben foHten ; fo ^aben bieStubenten 
unferer JCirdj^e, bi6 je^tbin, wenig®elegenl)eitbier}u ge^abt, unb vparen 
genbtbiget it)re <£tubien unter faji uniiberwinblic^^en SdJ^wierigfeiten 
fortjufeljen* ©ie ©eneralsSynobe glaubteferner, bag ea nid;tn)em» 
ger \\)v \)oi)ti SJorredf^t^ al6 wie aud) ibre befonbere ^flid;t, fet)^ einen 
SSIict auf bie funftige Sebfirfniflfe ber &ixd)t ju werfen.unb ebenfo an 
ber2lu§breitungbe$ SReidj^^ ®Dtte^^ wie anbereSd^weftcrfird^en^ einen 
t^atigen2lntl)eil ju nel&men^ @ie fu^tte ^d) ba^er (il)re eigcne befons 
ber^ noc^brfirflidS^e SBorte ju gebraud;en) aud; gebrungcn, e^ ai^ eine 
I^eilige ^pid;t ju betrac^ten, weld^e il)r burd; bie ®runbt>erfaflimg auf* 
€rlegtw>orben ijl, unb weldj^e fie i^rem ®Stt unb ber ^ird;e ju erfiiHcn 
fcl[)ttlbig JU fepn glaubt, fftr bie SSilbung frommer unb gefd;ict« 
ter junger SRdnner ffir6 et)angeUfd;e ^ebigtamt ernftlid;e ©orge 
JU tragen ; jie bat fid; baf^er entfd;loffen, im 5kmen be6 Dreijeinigen 
®Otte^unb imbemiit^igen Sertrauen auf beflfen 93cijlanb, ein tbeoloe 
fiifcj^eS Seminar ju erridS>ten, »eldj>ed au^fdj^lieplidt^ jur et)re unb ^em. 

^errlic^ung 



.— 14 — 

l^mnd^nng iinfer* gbttfid^en Srl5fer^ 3^Sfi| €^riflt, "ber ia tjl ^Ctt 
fiber atte6 Jjod^gelobt in Swigfeit/* gcwibmet fej)n foll^ 

3fl \a Da^ ^cil ber ?Wenfcl(>en uon ^inldnglidi^cr SBId^tigfeit, bo* 
SWitgeffil)! jener crl&abcnen jjimmel^bewobner ju erwedfen, unb freue» 
fid; jenc felige ®eijler t>or ©Dtted Xi}ton, w>enn ein timber born ctDt* 
gen^Jerbcrben gercttet wirb ; fo mug bie Srrirt;tung biefer 2lnjlalt^ auS 
rodd)ev ® Ott in 3uf imft Dielleid^t ^unberte uon ^ebigcrn ou^fenbeit 
tt)irb, burd; welc^e S^aufenbe ©eelen gerettet werben^ ibnen ein ®egen» 
^anb bcrl)od;|tengreube fet)n* Unb fott eine ainfialt^ i»eld;e Jpimr 
ttiel^burger ibrer Slufmerffamfeit wurbigen^ auf Srben mit ©leidf^gfil* 
tig?eit betrad;tet werben ? 9tein, gewig nid^t, fie wirb ber ^ird;e SSBttr 

gefubl erwecf en, in ibrem ©ebete nic^t tergejfen^ unb in ibrer SKilbtbd^ 
tigfeitnid^tuberfebenwerben* SBie wicbtigunb folgenreicb mfijfen bie 
?)fl[icl;ten eine^ Sebtev6 in fold^ einer 3ln(!att fe>)n! SSobl mag ein ^ulu8 
cber ein 2lpoIlo^ nnter ber 2ajl foId;er 3Jerant»ortlicbfeiten auerufen : 
" 2Ber ijl bi^5« tucbtig ?'' Docb ware ein 5)aulud felb|t ber Sebrer un» 
fere^^eminar^, fo wurbe bemungead;tet il^re 9luljbarfeit bctuptfdcblid^^ 
auf ben Segen be6 Jjitnn\eB anfommen* S^ gefdttt ®Dtt bi^weilen 
burcb geringe 9?iirtel l)axM)t SBirfungen beri^orjubringen, bamit bie 
@rogefeiner50?vubtbc|to beutlid;er mabrgenommen werbe ; unbe^ ijl 
ber gett>&b"lidx ®<Jng ©Dttei^ geringe aber treuc SSerfjeuge ficb ju 
fcebienen, urn geringfd^cinenbe^ebod^aber n?id;tige, 3wecf e au^jufiibren^ 
iinb baburd) im berrlicbcn ©ieg be^ ©obne§ ®Dtte§ mitjuw^Fen*. 
5[liemanb fann feine Untu(btigfeit inberSerwaltung ber tt)id;tigen ibm 
ant>ertrauten^elle, lebbafter fiiblen aB ber jeljt SRebenbe ; unb obgleic^ 
tie 9hil5barfeit)>iefer Sebranjtalt in bem ®ange einer allweifen SJorfeb^ 
ung \>\tMd)t nie eine bobeStufe erreid^en mag, ba mir bi^JIebrjlelle in 
berfelben i?on ber ®eneraIs€i;nobe unferer ^ircbe ift angetciefen tpor^ 
ben, fo wunfd>te id;, in bem warmer ©Otted 9luf ju fe^n fcbeint, ®e:^ 
borfam 311 leiften, Dertrauenb auf ben SSeiflanb meiner SBruber, auf bo^ 
ernftlid;e ©cbet ber gi'ommen unb auf bie SSerbeipngen beffen ber ba 
gefagt bat : "eiebe, icb bin be^ euc^ alienage bid an berSBelt finbe/' 
Sum ®egen)lanbe ber bet; biefer ©elegenbeit t)on mir erwarreteR 
Webe, babe id; erwdblt tca^ fowobl benfenbe ^rfonen interepiren, ol^ 
aud; grbauungliebenben, bie H glauben bad SReid; ®Dtted fej; im £»er« 
jen, aufmunternb feijn mag, unb b^ti)ptfdd;Iicb baju geeignetifl, 
bie 2)efd;affcnbeit biefer Jebranjlalt, Up beren Sroffnung wir beute t>er* 
[ammelt finb, t>orju|tellen. SBir erbitten und bie aiufmerJfamfett 

biefh^ 
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*iefer geel^vtcn ^Jetfammtiinfl in Slnfprud^ nel)men ju tftrfen, inbem 
- »ir je^t, nidS^t t>on einer getel)rten grjiel^unfl im 9Ittgemeinen, nod; t>on 
tiner t^eologifd&en 58ilbung fiber^aupt, fonbern t>on einer tljeotogifc^en 
fBilbnng mit befonberer Siucf jid^t auf ha^ ^-ebigtamt^ reben werbem 
©n furjer 2lbrip«nfer6 ©egenilanbe^, fo wie e6 bie^eitt>erjlattet, mag 
in folgenben ^auptpunften enttjalten fe^n : 

I. SBelc(?e ^etfonen finb ffir eine tl^eotogifdS^e (Jrjieftung tiid^tig? 

II. aSelc^c aBiflfenfc^^aftSjweige i?erbienen il)re 2tufmerf famfeit ? 

III. SBBeId[^e Sel)rmett^obe ijl in rt)e9l09ifd)en2lnjlaltcn biebejle? unb 

IV. SSelc^e SSoitbeile laflfen jtd; bal)er ernoarten ? 

66 geben einige^ beren 53evmcgen»oinnjldnbe fie nid;tunter bie9lot^ 

tpenbigfeit gefel3t baben ein 3lmt ober ®efd)dft betveiben 5u tnfiflen, bie^ 
tnbem fteble ^abn allgemeiner 2Biflcnfd;aften oerfolgen, bie Xbeologit 
al§ eine 9lebenn)iflenfc()aft, blo6 jur Svtiftiterung ibrer .RenntniflTe^ 
^ibiren. Unb, in ber Z\)at, giebt^ and) feine 28iffenfd;aft^ 
t!>eld;e fid; ^xnd) eine l)c()ere aSiivbe unb einen jldrfercn 9ieiB ^Babxs 
^eit^freunben au6jeid;net, aB gcrabe biejenfge bie unfer^ untterblid;en 
©eijtei5 ®oI)l bejnjecf t^ 3lnbere rid)ten if^ve aiufmerf famfeit auf einige 
tbeologifd^e ^dd;er, bamit fie im ^tanbe fej;n mogcn, htn ^ISevtb be3 
(Sbrijlentbum^ beurtljeilen jw tcnnen. Unb wer fann in 2lbrebe fe^n^ 
bo^ biefi nid;t eine loben6\Diirbige 23efd;dfti9img fej;, weld;e 2l(len bie ei^ 
ne ©elegenbeit f^aben fid; bamit befaffen ju fonnen, obliegt? X^odt) un^ 
fere grdge ijt nid;t, obbie SSififenfcJ^aft^freunbe in ibren Grforfd;imgen 
6er t>erfd;iebenen gdd;cr be^ SBrflfen^, txi ftille jleben muflen, wo fie bie 
"©renjen ber2beoIogie erreid;en; and; nidf^t, ob einige Xl)eile ber2be« 
ologie^ aB jum 58eifv>iel, bie SSewcife fur bie SSabrbeit ber cbrifllid;en 
Religion, t>on9men mit einer gegrunbetcn Srwartung be$ eigencnOlu^ 
Igen^fortgefegtwerben mogen; fonbern unfere Unterfud;ung ijl: iBa^ 
fur Sigenfd^aften foUten biejenigen befiljen, weld;e fid; bem et)angeli^ 
fcl[)en ^ebigtamte wibmenwollen— biejenigen, weld;e bie Dcrfd;iebene 
©^noben ^>flid)tgemd^ auffud;en, unb fie aui^ ibrer Sinfamf'eit, wo^ 
felbfl Salente bfter$ t>erborgen ju fei;n }>flegen, l}ert)orrufen fotten* Die 
©ntbeilung biefer Srfovbernijfe in Dona naturalia ct sjMiihialia in 
9iaturrunb ®nabengaben, vodd)c in benfru^erentbeologifc^cnSi;fle:! 
•men tjorgefimben wirb, obgleid; jie alt unb »erbraud;t ^u \c\)n fd)cint, 
fo ijl jie bemungeadl^tet bem«?a(;ren(2(?arafterbc69)?enfd;cn, oli^clnem 

. gefalienen 
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ppiStntn ®efd^&j?fe angfiitefien, wnb tmtf bal&er, fotangebieferS^ii* 
roftrr unt>erdnbert bleibt, aU xid)tiQ erfannt werben* 

SSabre ©ottfeligf ei t ij! ba6 erfle Srforber^ 

3n ben fdj^riftlid^en Urfunben be^ S]&rif!entl&um§ ift biefe^ Srforbetr 
. ttig au^brucflid; ent^alten, imb bie ^Jlot^tDenbigfeit be^felbcn, in ber 
JtlKorie, iji t)on ber cl)riftlicl^e'n ^irc&e feir ber %ofleljeit, biS ieijttjitt^ 
allgemein eingcflanben worben* ©ine anberweitige (f rlautenmg ber 
®id;tigfeit biefeS erforberniflTe^ liefert un§ bie t>ori ben ^d)t>la\i\Utn 
itngenontntene fubjeftitje Sint^ellung ber Xljcologie^ £le begnftgten 
fid; ntd;t bainit, bie aHeligioncifenntnifle ber Sngel itnb SiRenf4?en ju 
wnterfcl(>eiben, inbem fie biefelbe in bie !Zf)eoIogie ber ©ngel unb ber 
SiRenfd;en eint()eilten ; fonbern fie tl)eilten fernerf)in bie !il)eologie bet 
8Wenfcl(>en, in bie tt)iei)ergeborneunb unwiebergeborne 
ein» eie beba«)?reten, urft wir glauben nid;t ol^ne ®nmb, ber Unbe^ 
,fel)rte fonne immoglic^ in 9ieIigion§waJ)rl)eiten fo rid;tige unb griflli^ 
d;e 2{nficl(>ten babcn, aU xok ber burd; &QtM ©eifl SBelef^rte* ©iefe 
SReinung if! jebod;, faji in alien ^eiten^bon einigenbeftritten tDorr 
ben* 3" 2lnfange be§ leijten 3al)rt)unbert§ entftanb ein Streit 
l^ierfiber, welc^er cine bon ben :pietiftifd;en®treitigfeitenbilbete; unb 
obgleid; bie 3)?obe4'l)tIofopl)ie t>on Suropa biefe^ (Jrforbernip fiir eine 
jeitlang t)erlad;te, fo freuen wir un^ bodj^ fagen ju f onnen, ba^ biegan5e 
<imerifanifd;e ^ird;^ al^ einen Abrper betra^^tet, unb ^injutretcnbe 
Staufenbe in fiuropa freubig bed Slpojleld SBoite wieber^olen ; "Ser 
naturlic^e SRenfd; t)ernimmt nid^t^ bom ©eijle @£)tted, ed ifi iftm 
eine Xl)orf)eit unb fann e§ nidf^t erfennen, benn ed mug g^ifilici) ge^ 
tid;tet fej|?n/' 

Ol^ne waljre ©ottfeligf eit fann 9tientanb ein 
tud)tiger nod) treuer ^rebiger fe^m Die l^eiL @d;rift 
felbft ijl in niand;er »f?infid;tUnn)iebergebornen ein t)erjiegelted SBud^* 
5BobI ntbgen fie im SSibelfiubium einen fraftbotten ^Scrftanb befiben 
tJnb in ber G:vforfd;ung bed 5lBortt>erf!anbed bie grbgte ©cfc(^icflid^feit 
erreid^t ^aben* 23oJ)t mbgen fie im^tanbe fe^n bie biblifdS^e ©eogro* 
|)I)ie, €{)ronologie, ®efd)id;te,. fo wie awd) anbere gvic^er ber 2llteri 
tl)umdfunbe crforfd;cn ju fbnnen* 83elcl>rt burc^ bie Srbhmbe neueret 
Jeir, m&genfieinbcr Srbe 6cl^ood J)inabflelgen/unb bafelbjl bieOlad^s 
tid;tenDon eincr gewefenen ^unbflurt) weld;e ©Ottmit unauMofd^Us 
d^en^ugen^- troij jcbem Unglauben! — niebergefdj^rieben l)at, lefen 

unb 
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mi Uttc^ttn RniteR. fiber, wn bent 2id^e ber etenttenbe geleltet, 
mbgcn fie fic|) auf ben glfigeln ber SKorgenr&tl^e ju ben entferntesr 
flen ©e^enben be^ 5Beltatt« em^porfdE^wingen, urn in jel&n taufenb =BeU 
ten bie ^>l)|)fifcl^e nnb moralifc^^ ajoUfonmten^eiten be^ ewoigcn ^hs 
^fer^ anjufd^auen* Unb in alien biefen ©eijle^befdE^aftignngen m&^ 
gen fie ben ungelej&rten 6l^riften foweit ftbertreffen, M ber erl)as 
benfie fingel ben ®ei|l eine^ m ^immel eben angefommencn 
jlinbe^ fibemifn ©ewiffe geijWic^e Slnfidf^ten bie bent Unwiebergebor^ 
nen uerborgen Weiben, jinb jebod) ntit biefen SBijfenfdE^often \>cxbx\ns 
ben, nnb gewdtjren* i^nen im Singe be^ S^rijten einen f^otjern ®rab 
ber @cl;bnl)eit : @ie f nfipfen fie ntit ben er^abenen moralifd^cn W>)xd)s 
ten bed ©c^o^jferd jufammen nnb jlellen bie ©rbge bed aScItalld bvflo 
l&errlid>er bar* Unb t»ad bie ntoralifd^e ®r5^e bed SBelterloferd an« 
betrift, bie jlnfrnweid gefdS^ebene SJefanntmad^ung bed gropen SrI&r 
fnngd^^lan*, n>e!ci)or bod 21 unb D atter Dffenbarnng i(l ; bie wefents 
lic^e Jjeiligfeit ®£)tted, nnb ibre Slbwefenbeit im STOenfd^en, toeldye 
eine S3er(ol)nung not^enbig ntad^t ; bie SJefd^ajfenbeit ber neuen ©e* 
bnrt, unb bie t>frfd;iebene ©effible im ©rfabrnngdcbri jlcnrf)um, tt)dd;e 
in ber beiligen ©dj^rift fo baufig tjorfommen; — atte bie fe ©egenjlanbe 
|inb ibrernoabren. S8efdE)affen^eit nad) ben t)om ©eijle ©ottedUnerleud;* 
teten terborgen, "(te f 6nnen ed nid;t erf ennen benn ed mup geiftlid> gerid;s 
tet fet;n»" @o »ie bie ©df^^ttbeiten tt& Stegenbogend Slinbgebornen 
g&n)Iid; t>crborgen finb, fo bleiben bem Unerieud;teten biefe geifligen 
atnftd;ten fo lange t^erborgen, bid fie ftc^ an ben gbttlid^en Stugenar^t 
iDenben unb burd^ ibn febenb gemac^t toerben^ t>it Derfd^iebenartige 
©effibte bed ^)raftifd;en Sbrijientf^umd, unb bie @eiftlid;feit ber Sin:: 
fid^ten, worauf ^ier gefeben wirb, geb&ren jur Piaffe ber einfad;en 3* 
been ber 9Dtetq>b9ftfer, gleidj^ bem JBegrif bed ©d^alld unb ber garbe, 
njeldS)e, t)ermbge ber Sinric^tung unferd ©eijled, unm&glid^ aitd; burdf^ 
bie beutlid;ile a5efd;reibung benen, bie fie nie gef af)It baben, t>er(ldnblicl^ 
gemad)t werben fbnnen* Daber fommr ed, bap bidt»eilen fogar ibr 
Dafeijn beflrttten wirb, unb Unglaubige bad Srfal)rungdcbri(lentbum 
aid geiftlic^ 2:r&umerei>, ibeo^Httbie unb Sd;warmcve9 t)erfd;reien; 
unb baber !ommt ed, bap in jebem ^eitalter Scute gcfunben werben, 
JU weld^en ber grlbjer fagen wflrbe : "25ift bu ein 9Keijler in 3frael 
unb tt)ei|i bicfed nidf^t ?*' 9Bie fann ein unbefet)rter 5J>rebiger bie 
beilige Sd^rift, bie er felbft nic^t tjcrftebt, anbern erfldren ? 25ie tanit 
er bie frobe a3otfd(^aft feinen ^ubbrern ycrfftnbrgen, bap ©OXX und 
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in fcer^crfon SSfu mtt 38m fdbjl t)erf6^nt l^abe? !8Bie fann er bic 
Sulanglidl^feit be^jcnigen ^jeilanbed erweifcn, bcr ben ©laubigen imter 
S^aufenben ber 5h>rnebnijle \% inbem er an i^m weber ®e|talt nod^ 
@d;bnl)eit erWicft ? SSie fann er mtt ben iZrawrenben in '^wn trau* 
renb fet)n, wnb bie ®ottfud;enbe ©eele burc^ -jebe SSerfudi^ung, Jpoff* 
nung unb gurd^t in ber Srfaljnmg be^ Sl>riftentl)um§ fdj^rittweife glfidt* 
ltd) l^inburdj) ful^ren ? Unb gefeftt er ifbnnte bie^, weldj^e ©nmbe fhru 
nen i^n jur2lmt^treue bewecjen? ^eine 2iebe^at er ju un)terWid[?eti 
v2celen, fein Serlangen ®£)tte^ S^re ju befbrbern, feine £iebe Sl)rijli 
bringt if)n unb e^ treibt i!^n feiti ^flid^tgefft^l an* S5a^ auf ber ^an* 
jel gejtiftete ®ute n)irb bnrd; geiftlidE^e grojligfeit im SBanbel wieber 
Dernid^tet* SBie fann benn ein foId;er SWann ein tfidf^ttger ober ein 
treuer ^J^rebiger fei)n ? 58a^ tjl er anber^, aU einbltnber Seiter ber 
aSlinben^unbweldS^einen anbern 3lu6gang^ aU ben t>om Jjeilanbe \>ev£ 
fimbigten, f&nnen wir erwarten ? 

gerner: o\)nc »al>re ® ott felt^gf ett wirb ein^re^ 
biger in^gemein ber^ird^e eingluc^ fej)m SBirfo^ 
gen nid&t, ba^ ein unbefe^rter ^rebiger, ber fibrigen^ S8ibeht>a{)rl)eit 
^^rebigt, niemal6 geiftlic^^ ®nte^ anbern mitt^eilen f&nn^ Die^ ju 
bel)aupten, l)ieffeber.2mmad(^t®Dtte^®renjefe^en,iinble«gnen, bag 
t>a^ 2Bort ©Stte^ eine ^raft ^abe, ben SnbjwedE ju erreidben warum ed 
gegeben wurbe unb ju be{)aupten, bag ed md;t @S)tte^ 3Bort, fonbem 
bcr ^ebiger fei? ber ?i}ienfd;en jur ©eligfeit belel^re* Dlcin, wjir glan^ 
fen ©Dtt Idgt fein &t?angclium juweilen burdj^ unbefe()rte 9)Jenfd;cn 
ixrfunbigen* Da*o ^Vebigtamt 3uba6, bed SSerrdtl^erd, ifl wabr^ 
fdjeinltd) nicl{>t ol)ne Dhilsen gewefen^ unb in jebem ^^italter geben e§ 
cl)ne3»eifel einigc feiue§ @teid;en,tt)elcl5K anbern mit 9luljen j>rebigen^ 
vcibft aber oerloren ge(}en; bod; jie jliften indgemein me^r ©c^aben 
vvie %tBen* @ie jte^^en nid;t allein treuen Dienern ©DtteS weld;e 
line ©emeinen befler tt>eibcn n>urben/im SS^ge; fonbern burdf^ ibrfaU 
ic»5?Sefen unb oft aitd; 2eid;tfinn im SBanbel mad;en jie i^re 9lmt6t>ers 
rid;timgen untrdftig x\n\> berljdrten bie ^erjen 85ieler gegen bad f^eiUge 
:^Jort» S^at ba^ £id)werbt bed ®eifled bee @finberd ^erj burc^brun^f 
ocn, unb mit 9tcue crfftltt, frdgt berfelbc n>ol)l einen fbld^en ^rebiger: 
-■:\^a^ niutl id; tbun, urn fclig ju werben? 2ld^ ! bied iji ein t>on il)m 
Vibjt nie eni^-^funbcned ©efubl, »eld;ed er bal)er aid unnot()ig jur 
. U'iigion bctrad^ct* 3n ber Seurt^^eilung ber ^ranft)eit irret er, unb 
cnftatt bent ©unbev ben SPoIfmti ©Ueabd anjuemffeftlen unb il>n 
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utifDen we^^en^erfenarjt t)injuweifen, fo wirbble fSunbe entwcber 
itur oberflddj^lid; ge^eilt, ober, wa6 nod; tvauriger ijl, i^m wirb gera^? 

• t^en biefc ®cfu^le ju unterbrfidfen, in einem t)eitern ®^feHfel^aft6s 
freife cin »^eihnittel f&r feine^iiebergefd^lagcn^cit jufud^cn, unb burd; 
fiartenbe 9lrjeneien nnb SBewegung in frifd;er Suft bie im ^otyer fid; 
teftnbenbe ^attK)eit j« ^eben ! ^urj, wir ncl^men in^gcmein xocA)v, 
ha$ ein unbefe^rter, obgleid; movaUfd;er, ^^biger in feinen ©emeinen 
fiberallcinen fd^dblidj^enSinflug t>erbreitetu* cine ipejlilenjarti9e,2ltmo6i 
^il&te erjeiigt^ in weldf^er toafftc ®ottfeligfeit nic^t lange ev()alten wer* 
benfann. ©iefer fd^dblid^e Sinftu^ ifl awd) n\d)t auf feinc ©emeinen 
eingefd^ranft* dx wirb an ben 9}erl)anbUmgen ber Derfdj^iebenen ©95 
noben 2J)eiI nel&men^ ©ein Sinftuf b^itben Srfolg wa^re ©ottfeligfeit 
unter feinen SSrubern entgegenjwwirfen, unb bie 2:i)ur jur 2lufnab» 
ntc anberer nnbefebrten SWenfd^cn ju eroffnen* ' S^at er ZaknU unb 
S{)rgei^, fo jlrebt er mdf t\xd)lid)et ^?errfd;aft ; unb ba frommgefinnte 
9>rebiger, wie jic^6 t>erjle^t, i^m entgegenarbciten, fo wivb erba6 S^au^t 
einer ?)artbe9. 3fi cr jiegreidj^, fo ift bie ®rbge be^ bem 3leid;e ©Ot* 
te§ iugeffigten ®d;aben6 nid^t ju bered;nen* SBivb ev iiberwunbeii, fo 
o^jfert er feine ^rdfte auf, ben SSemiibungen ber 95nUer entgegenju:? 
arbeiten, i^re beiligjlen unb ba^ @t>angelium bejwecf enben SKapregeln 3U 
t)ereiteln nv^ ben ©amen ber. ^tt>ktxad)t unter ibnen au^jujlreuen, 
w&brenbbem bie ®atte feinen unbefriebigten Sbrgei^e^ im ^^erjen citert 
unb ba^ ©ift ber ©iferfud^t ba^felbe t>erie^rt* 

©nblid^, ot>ne wabre gr-xmmigfeit wirb ein ^re^ 
b ig er fid; felbji jutejt ein glud; to erbem Ser 2(po5 

•ftel ^ulu§, ba er ju feinem ©obne 5£iraotbco t>on benen rebet, xoeld)t 
ba^€*t>angeliummit 5£rcue Derfunbigen, t>crftd;ert ibn : "bennwo bu 
foId;e§ tbujl, wirft bn bid[^ felbjl felig mad;en unb bie bid; bbten;" ein 
»eitt>erfd;iebene^ ©d;fcffalaber^W>artetaufben Unglucf lichen, ber un^ 
berufenunbunberfitet in ba^ beitige^ebigtamt t)oreiIig eintritt* SBet 
c^e bange2K)nungenmu(fen iljn crfiiUen, wdbrenb er einenibm unber 
fannten ^eilanb ^>rebigt;^ ober ba6 unreine ^Icib ber eigenen®erecl[)tigs 
feit^anfl^ttbeeajerf&bnungyblute^ S^fuSbvifti, anpreifct, obne wet 
d^e^ feine ©fmbent>ergebung ©tatt ftnben fonnte ; wdbrenb er Siegein 
ber grbmmigfeit i?erfftnbiget, bie ibn felbfl t>erbammen,,obcr bie gorbe* 
tungen bea 3Bort5 ®Otte§ nad) feinen SSegviffcn wegerKdrt ! 9lodE> 
mebr, folget biefem UnglwcflidJ^en in bie bunfele ^ufunft nad;> wcld^c 
©ef&bkmuflen bann feine ©eele beunrubigen, n>ann>a§ £ic^t ber 6^ 
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TOigfeit i^n in feiner SSJi'ge imb ®cl^anblid[;feit bavjleKt, wann er jteljr 
ba^ erfelbft blinb tt>ar,unb, einem Slinben gleidj), fcinc ^eerbe ind 95er« 
bcvbcn ful)rtc! 28ann er fidf) felbjl t>on unfeligen ®eijlern umringt fii?^t,. 
untev n>eld;en oiele fcine eJ)emali3e 3wI)orer waren, bit tt^m nun ale^ ben 
fOiorber il)rer Secle flucl>en ! J^od; wir fbnnen nidf^t Idnger bc^ biefcm 
fii;rccf lichen 2luftrirt tceikn, tcir fennen il^m nicf^t nad^^folflen bi6 Dor 
ben 3ud;terfiul)l fcine^ jr;»iiTrn— bin tt>o er SRedS^enfdj^aft t>on feincm 
J;anM)alten ablegen mx\^* 9ld; ! e^ ware beflfer, er xoatt nie geboren 
gcwefen — befler fur il)n, n>enn ein SRiiblpein an feinen ^ate geban* 
get unb er in bie ?9teere6tiefe geworfen worben ware! — 

Zod) inbem wir bie ^lotbwenbigfeit wabrer ^rbmmigfeit an einem 
tbcotogifd^enStubenten Uljaii^un, fo baben wir einem fiinwurfe ju be^ 
gcgnem Ebtiftentbumi^feinbe baben eingewenbet; 3|tbiea3ibel &ou 
Uk> SBort, warum mbgen nid;t atte, felbi^ md) Unglaubige, ju tbeolo^ 
gifd^en Stubenten anfgenommen w>erben, inber Jpoffnungbnrd) ben 
Ginfiu^ bc^fclben befebrt unb t>ert>ollfomnet juwerben? SlKen SKen* 
fd;cn ijl^ erlaubt, ja auf ©efabr ibrer Seelen geboten \^a^ beilige ?&x\df 
JU kfen unb ju betraclE)ten, aber nid;t ibre<2ee(en*niit J?eud>elei) ju befie^ 
cfen, and; nid;t ben Gib ber Xreue in einer 'Bad)c bie fie biifien 5U neb^ 
tticn* iSdre e^aud; gcwi^, t>af. ibre ©tubienjeberjeitbenllnglaubi^ 
gen JU einem ©taubigen, unb ben ber blo§ .^©rr I JjSrr ! fagt, ju ei* 
nem wabren Sbriften befebrte, fo wurbe t>od) ibr fd;ablid;er Sinpug^ 
bcnfte Dor ibrer SSefebrung auf anbere batten, e»3 erforbern, bagfeine 
©emeinfd;aft }wifd;en Sid;t unb ^inftcrnip Statt ffnben foHte, uvi> ba^ 
ber wenige Sauerteig nid;t mit bem ganjen Xeig i^erunreinigt werbe* 
aittein, t>on einem fold^en allgemeinen unb gqegneten Srfolg ifl teine 
©cwipbcit* 2Bir wiflen xoo% ba^ biejenigen welcl^e treulid[> unb an* 
baltenb ben J)£rrn fud;en, ibn awd) finben werben ; wie f onnte fonfl 
.bie 83erbammnig be6 Unbefebrten gered;t fe^n? SBBirwifen ebenfall§^ 
bap bie 95en>eife fur eine gbttlidj^e Dffenbarung notbwenbigerweife fo 
befcbaffen finb, eineUeberjeugunginjebemaufrid;tigen unb un<xirtbe)>P 
ifcben SBabvbeitdforfc^cr berj>orjubringen ; too wurbe fonfiber 9)fenf4^^ 
beflVn ©laube auf S8ewci(5grunben rubet, eine SSerbinblidj^feit baben,bic« 
felbeonjunebmen? SUtein wir baben feinen gewiflen SSewei^ in irgenb 
einem S^Ke, iia^ 3emanb einen 9Jerfud; treulid; gemad^t babe, bi^ 
tvir naturlid;e grudne eine6 folcl[?en Serfuc^^ uor 2(ugen baben, nam* 
lid;, bje 95cfebrung be^ Sinen unb bie Ueberjeugung be^ Slnbern, ba^ 
bie Sibel ®Stte6 SSort fej;* ^a^ xoiv wifen^ wob^/ ba^ beibe^ ber 
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Unglml^'ge unb ber UnmoraItfcf)c Feine unvwrt)ei;ifcl;e 95eurt^eJlerg5tU 
Iici;cr Singe finb ; benn be§ UebergewidE^t il)rer 6)cful)Ic ifi ber jtren* 
fien3teinlKitbcrS8iW abgeiteigt, unb burc^fie wevbenfie aBSm^&rcr 
®£)tte^, unb alp nnterm Urtl^eil ^le^enb, t>erurrt)eilt* Unb le^ret nidft 
bie blo^c 9}evminft @crid>t6bel)ferben t)a^ ^eugni^ Interef irter ^crfo« 
nen mit grof^er 9}e^tttfamf eit anjunel^men*? Dber glaubt wan t>a^ ber 
©teb unb ber 9}ii)rber in il>rer eigenen ®erid;t6facl;e imparrt)€i?ifc()e 
Siicbter bet OefeBe fe>>n f6nnen,tt)eI(iS?c»fi[e jur ®efvingni^jlrafc obcr jut 
.^tm:id;tungt>entrtJ)e{Ien ? 3SeId;er H5f)riflent{^um§frcunb tonn'bal&er^ 
bie tranrigen 6'rfaf^rungen t)on £*iivo^>a t)Ov Slugen tjabcnb, ber'2lufna()« 
me feld^er SRdnner fur t>a^ Ijeilige 2lmt ba^ SSort reben, biewennfte 
untjerdnbert i^re Snibien t^otlenben, weldK fie an^ irrbifcl[)en 2(bfid{)ten 
wd^lten unb wal&rfd^einlic^ .ot)ne ein SJerlangen ju I)abenjie unf^ar* 
ri)e^ifd^ }u unterfud;en, nic^t jaubern bie jlanjel ju betretch unb it)re 
£iVY«n mit S^ekbeU^ unb SaljSf^ljeit ju bejTecf en ? Gtcnfowol&I m5d;te 
ein Sclb()err bieSxei^eninfeinerSlmteemit befannten 55errdt^ern an* 
fulleu, in ber ^affnung^Iofen Srwartung, \)a$ jie in ber ^ufunft feine 
greunbe werben mbd^ten ! 

®ute 91 at u r g a b e n i jl ba§ anbere ©rforbere 
nig cine§ t{) e o I og i fd;en ©tubenten^ Snbem tt)ir 
genbt^iget waren fo lange bei? bent erjlen ©egenftanbe ju t^erweilen, fa 
ttiuflcn unfcre 95emerfungen fiber ben anbern fel)r eingefc^rdnft fej>n^ 
6*^ \vx b ni^t btljau^M, bap jeber tl^eologifcl^e ©tubent aujferorbenU 
Itd)e ©aben befiljen foil; benn wo i(i eine 2trmee, weld;e auSIauter 
•fjelben befiel)t, oberwo ifl eine ®efe^gebung weld^e lautcr ffieifenents 
I^dlt ? iBir wiirben e§ an^ n\d)t wag^n ju be^^au^.>ten, t>a^ junge SKdn? 
net, beren 5)]aturgaben weniger aU tnittelmdpig finb, in f einem gaKe, fic^ 
bem ^rebigtamte wibmen fottten, 9liemanb jebod;, beflfen ©abeii t>on 
biefer 95efd;afenl)eit finb, wi'rb jental^ ein tfid^tiger ©otte%Iel)rter 
wcrben f onnen, befdpe er aucl^^ ^^" Sifer unb bie gri>mniigfeit eine** 
€jcra^l)6^, ©0 grog unb au^breitet ijl ba§ gelb religiofer ffiabr^eis 
ten, \^a$ tia^ Idngjle Seben mit ben t>orjfigIid>(len ®aben t>erbunben^ 
t)iel ju*fur5 jur 58carbeitung be^felben ifl^ Unb niemanb ber nid;t 
menigjlen^ mittelmdpige Siaturgaben ^at, vt^irb jemaf^ benjenigen 
©rab in ^rebigerfenntniflfen errei^en, xodd)tv einem tud;tigen ©otteS^ 
gelebrten nbtj^ig ijl, ober axxd) bie t>erfcl^iebene unb befd^werlidf^e ^flid^s 
ten feine^ 3lmte^ mit ©efd^icflic^^feit t>ern)alten» ©ie reid;{)altigen 
£(^d<ie ber aSiffenfct^aften ijermag fertt 58er|lanb nid;t ju faffen, bal)er 

ill 



ij! er auc^ itid^t fntiStanfce bicfelbe feincn (tufmetffamen ^a^^rern ju et^ 
fcffnen : ^urj, er fann nidS^t "ein red^tfc^affencr unb unjlraflid)cv9lrbeir 
ter fei)n ber ba rec^t t{)eitet ta^ SSBort bcr ©a^vl^cit, unb eincm jcben 
fcinen Slf)eil jur ge^&rigen 3«it barreid;t." Da wo ©Dttgiaturgafcen 
flegeben^at, ba fann eine orbentlidE^e ©rjictiung biefelben entwicfeltt 
imb t)erbeffern^ SMein feihe Srjie{)itng fann jebenStubcnten ju einem 
?B « b b a u ^ ober 3)t- o ^ fy e i m bilben* S5er ®ad[;^d)nm bcr t>crr 
fcl)iebenen ®et|lc^frdfte, felbjlbe^gleidKm^ci^e, fo tcie bcr ^Vftanjen 
tmb ber Itbiere, wirb nadf) ber befonbern SBerfdf^iebcnbcitbcr (Jigembfinv 
licl)feitibrc§ 6()arafter6 Derfd^ieben-fc^n. £)cr SRofenjlraucl; unb bi€ 
fEergcid>e, obgleid; in bemfclben 85oben ge).>f(an}t, unb mit glcidjer 
^orgfalt geffegt, werbcneinc febr t)erfd)iebenc @r&fe erreid^cn/ ©n 
tI)co(ogifd)er <2tutent foHtc bcfonber^ ein- gute§ Urtf)eil baben* Q§> war 
fine jcner bcnfwurbtgcn ©rmabnungen S^fu an feine 3ftngcr : "fcifrt> 
flag wic bie Sicl(;Iangcn»^' Unb, gibt§ «uf ®rben cine 93efd;aftigimg bie 
SSci^beit unb ^lugbcit erforbert, fo ijl e^ bie t^e^ S}ai\^l)altcx^ fiber 
©otte$ @el)eimnijfc* Dbnejiegebcn &fter^ biebeflen ®elegenbeitcn 
xixd^iid) ju fei;n loerlorcn, bie gemeinfien ^^\d)Un werben 5ur Unjcit 
i?cvrid;tet tmb bie bejlen ©ntwfirfe jum 5Bobl be^SReid;^ @otte6 n>crr 
ben ^eveitdu 9iRenfcl[?enfenntnif ifi einem ^-ebiger wefentlid^ notl)? 
trenbig*; atteinein 9Rann ber t>on 9tatur fein Urtbeil i)at, i(l jcbcr^ett 
4n @efal)r irre geleitet ju werben, man fann fid; auf i^n nid;t Dcrlaflen, 
ijnbteinen5id;tige ©ac^efanni^m jur 3lu^ffibningant)ertrauttt)erbett» 
"€old;e 5iR5nner baber, bie fiir t>a^ tbeoIogifd;e ©tubium am SSeften ge* 
eignctfinb,finb biejenigen^ bie wenigjlen^ mittelmdpgeSlaturgaben i^ 
ben^ bie ^lugbeit befiljen unb bie t)om ®eijle @©tte^ geboren ftub* 

11. SBcId^e ®iflrenfd;aft§j»eige t)erbi enen tbte 
tKu f m er f famfeit? 

5^ ijerfd^iebenen^citenber cbrijllid;en ^ird^e ttourben t)erfd^iebene 
fintworten, biefe grage betreflfenb, gegeben* 3n ben erfien 3abrbun= 
bertcn be6 Sbtijlenri)um§ waren wele ?8equemnd>feiten ju einer gu^ 
ten ^-^bigerbilbung t>orbanben* 2)er b^iliS^ 8l^>oftel 3i>b^nne6 ers 
rid;tete ein Seminar ju Spb^fw^* 5D?arfu^, ber (£t>angelifl, bcitte bJe 
Slufficbt fiber ein anbere? ju Slleranbria; unb ^ol^farp^ ber ®el)filfe ber 
2lv>oflel/ein britte^ ju @mi)rna* Durd; biefe uttb abnlid^e Slnjlalten^ 
ton w)eld;en einige etlid;e 3«brbwnberte blfibtcn, wurbe bie ?)rebigerbiU 
bung in rubmw&rbigem 9lnfeben in jenen Sdnbern erbalten* 3n jenen Jefc 
left ber UnnoijTenlieit, n>e(cl^e mit i^orjfiglidE^em Sted^t^bad btinfde ^iu 
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^tt genattnt wutbt, l^atten t^eologifd^ SBiffcnfc^afiM mit artbem 
fin 9teid;c^v2d;icffal* SBJol^re^ S^rijicnt^ttm unb ©elel^rfamfeit wa* 
ten a\x6 ber c^rijlUdj^fn ^ivd^e beinabe »crabfcl;ieDet^ 25a§ ©tufcinm 
ier SBibel in i^ter Urfyrodje war iwnadS^ldgiget worben, unb einc ^ennti 
nip bcr I)ebraifc^en ©prad^e wurbe fogar fiir gefdbrlidE^e ^d^cre^ ange* 
fel)en* Sphm @ e f en t u ^,bdmaB gelebt, er ruuvbe wabrfdi^einlidj? Don 
UBandj^enblof feinerbebrdifcl^en^etebrfamfeitwegcn ate6'rjfeger t>txt 
fc^ricen worbcn fc^n^ 6r(l furj dok ber Sleformotioit traten ®tUl)ts 
(amfeit Unb SBiflenfd^afiten ion 9leuem inS 8eben* 9i e u cb li n unb 
^nbere gaben bent iKbrdifd^en ASpracb|lubium neue 3lufmunterung» 
S>ie einma( angefac^te glanime brannte mit junebmenbem ©lanje fort^ 
unb feit ber aHefonnation bat bie ^rebigererjiebung einen anfebniicben 
®rab erreicbt* Scbocb niemaW, feit ber 2(^)ojlelieit, Ijat bie .Rircbe 
ibre ©tubenten fo wobl unterricbtet, aB biejenigen waren^ welcbe ber 
€'rtbfer felbfi lebrte* 25urcb feine ^>erf&nlicbe SBelcbrung, bureb bie ©a* 
be be^ b^iltg^n ©eijte^unb burcb bie SBunbergabe^ tbeilte er ibnengrbpe::; 
regabigfaiteti mit^unb rfijletefie ffirben^amyf be|fer au6, ol^ je^t burcb 
benbejien 2ebrcurfu^ gefcbebenfann* SKan muf ficb jebodS^ febr bar* 
fiber n)unbem^ t>a^ SRancbe^ bie bent Sb^ijl^ntbum ba^ SBort reben, 
tticbt adein glauben, Unmilfenbeit fe;) eine ^Dhittcr ber ^nbacbt^ four 
*ern jte fet; aud; bie jidrffie SSerfecbterin ber ©abvbeit ! ©efagt ifl' e« 
|a)onn?orben, bie aipojiel fepen unwijfenbe, ungelebrte 9>rebrger gewes 
fen, unb ba$ uninf|)irirte unb ungelebfte 9Rdnnel^ in jebem J^italter^, 
tt)elcbe in^ b^ilige ^ebigtamt obne Unterricbt gefanbt werben, auf ei* 
nem gleid;en Suf ntit ibnen jleben^ £)ap ber gri^ere Xbeil t>on ib^ 
lien unbelebrte Seute tDaren, ate 36fttS (ie ju lebren anfteng, wirb ein^ 
grfianbcn — unb ifl bie§ nicbt ber gall mit ben be rfibmtejlen ©otte^ge^ 
lebrten jebe^ ^^italter^ be^m 3(nfange ibre6 Unterricbt^ ? Unb fott 
fcer Srlbfer fte burcb feinen })erfbnlicben langefortgefe^ten Unterrid^t 
4inb 25e>>fpielnicbt^ gelebrt baben? ©otten fie burcb feine ?Bottrdge bim^ 
lifcber SBei^beit^ t)on weld^^^n einige burcb bie St>angeBfiett niebergc* 
fl;ricben n>orben, unb bie baa SBefentlicbe be^jenigen entbalten, »a§ 
t>em tbeologtfcben ©tubentenjel^t gelebrt tt)irb, nicbt^ gcwonnen babcn? 
•^at bie 2Suhbergabe unb bie 3nfipiration be6 b^iligen ®ei(le§, fie, n>a5 
bie »id;t!gen Oegenjldnbe unb ^flid;ten ibre^ Slntte^ anbetraf, ebenfo 
tmwiflenb gclajfen> ate wie fte nocb ungelebrte gifcberleute unb 
Jbtlner waren ? SBar biefem fo, fo war 'SQ\n^ ein ungefd^icEtcr 
Sebrer unb bie i^orgegebene 3«f^ir<ttionbe§ bfi^U^" ©eifteS ein SSetrug; 



fo l&at 8r juffcrbetjl fdne Jeit in einem miMungenen Serfuc^, feine 3fc 
^pofiel ju bele^ren unb ju il&rem 2lmt^ jiijubereiten, Dcrfc^wcnbet, nnb 
ba it)m biefeS fe^lfd^^Iug, fte enbtic^ unbele^rt unb unjubereitet ai\^ 
gefanbt ! ©od; biefe SJermut^ung ifi ju une^rwiivbig ! Die l)eilige 
©dS^rift betel^rt un^^ baf biejcnigen wclc^e ungdel)rte8ettte»aven.burcl^ 
be6 Srlbfera a5elel)mn3, bie gefc^icP teften unb aufget'ldrtejlen 3(u\5le9er 
feincr 8ebre unb bie tftc^tigjien 5$ertunbi9er feiner SRcligion wurben; 
fitrj, ftc etlangten cine .Rraft unb eine Stfid^tigfeit n>eld;e, feit jicner '^eit^ 
awd) beraUerbejie Unterrid^^t nicbt t>oU{ommen Iei|len fonnte. 

gemet, eSgebcn Sinige, weld^e, inbem fie einer orbentlid^en du 
jiei^ung bcA SBort reben, bemungeadE^tet bebaupten, tt^ gebe ein gewtfje^ 
ne plus ultra in ber !i!auf ba()n ber @elei)rfam!ei^ ubcr xvdd)e^ Urn @l)ri{l 
e6 n>agen b&rfe^ feinc6 ©laubenS unbefc(^abet, ju trcten, unb t>a^ ubcr 
biefer @ren)e eIn idaxim be^ Crfenntnifled \ei), beflcn Dcrbotene grucl;t 
bem Sbriflentbum ben Xoh t>erurfad^e* Sine 9teligion aber, bie &ott 
jum Ur^eber i^ot, xoixh md)t t>or einer UnterfudE^ung juv&dfebeben, noc^ 
t)or ber ®eifte6gr&j5e ber greunbe ober ber geinbe jitterm Sit ir^jenb 
eine Zf^atfad^t unter bem ©taub unb @d[^utt be6 2Utertbum«^ t>cvborgen, 
bie beweifen wftrbe, ba^ wir "Hugen gabeln geglaubt b^tben/' fo laffet 
biefelb^ l)ett>orbringcn» Ober wenn eine |>b9fif4)c, gcif!igc, ober moralifd[;c 
SSijfcnfd^aft in ibrem 93ortt)art^fdS)reiten unbcfannte 3Biffcnfdi;aft^^ges 
genben entbedft^ unb mit fiberjcugenbent Sewei^ SSabrbciten, ober 
ffiabrbeitSDerbdltniflC/ barjlettt, weU^e beweifen, ttjcnn aud;nur burd^ 
golgerung, bag ba^ (Sbrijientbum ein blofe^9Renfd;emDerf fe^, fo wim* 
fc^en wir berfelben ®otte^ @egen I I^enn obgleic^ in inbit>ibueUer ^>ins 
f\d)t, ober aW SBfirger eineS glucjtlidE^en £anbe6, wir un^ nic(^t geneigt 
fublen tern Sbri jientbum ju entfagen, fo wunfcbten wir bod[^ unfere ^Bcr^ 
binblid^feit boju mtf eine fd^tddidE^e ©runblageju fe^en; wir wiinfc^rcti 
fte aldbann beijubebciltcn, nidf^t weil ba^felbe t>on ®Dtt watt gegcbcn 
worben, fonbern wcilber SKenfd^ ein religibfe^ ®cfen ijl, unb eine SRcs 
ligion baben mug ; unb weil biefe bcflfer geeignet ifi bie ©luctfcligf'cit ber 
menfd;lic^en ®efeUfd;aft ju bef&rbern, aB irgenb eine befanntc 3lclic 
flion in ber SBelt* Dod^ ubcr biefcn ^nf t fublcn \m gar fcinc Scfergr 
nig. SBenn bad gortfd;reiten bc6 Unterfud^ung^gcifte^ neue Ibatfvt* 
d;en an$ Sidf^t bringt, fo mag bie SBcjicbung bevfclbcu aufi^ ebrifcenr 
tbum unrid^tig aufgcfagt wcrbcn. SBann bie geinbc ber Ojfrtibarung 
ibre ®tubien in gacl>crn bed SBifl-enf, ouc^bcbncn, bie t»on ibvengreunbcn 
iinbcn>anbertfinb,foma9ibrpartbc9ifd;er a?Iidf aufQJcgenftdnbewcis 

len^ 
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len, bic bem Sf)rijientl)um fd^elnen entgegenjwflreiteo, unb inbem bet 

83cweie auf ber eincn ©eite frfit^er unterfudf^t, unb eollftdnbiger entwts 

cf elt wotben, al^ a«f ber anbern ©elte^ fo ma^ ba$ @emut(> burd^ ben 

tttievvparteten Srfolg ubertafdS^t werben* tlttein fo n>ie ®elet)rfamfeit 

fid; au^breitet unb ^a^ Sortfd^reiten ber Unterfuc^ungen jebe 2lnfid;t 

be^ ® egenjtanbe^ axA Sid;t brings fo (lel)t bie SSa^tf^eit aufgcflart t>a, 

unb ber UngUiubigen aufb&renbeS 9iut)men gewal^rt etn fc^toctgenbe^ 

©ngejie^en, \>0i^ tidS^ Sf)ri|tentbutn wieberum gejiegt ^abe* <£o n)dl)lten 

Unglaubige ebenial^ ba$ ^iflorifdje gelb al$ bie S^l^w^S tt>ormtf fie ibt 

©efd^&tj ^){lan3ten, unb bie g^rijtent^unt^freunbe batten nid;t jeberjeit 

l&inldnglid;e ©eleljrfamfeit ibnen ju begegnen unb fie jururfejutreibcn* 

2)od; nad;bem ber gelebrteunb unermubete 2)r* £ a r b n c r atte^bo* 

(Sbriflentbum betreffenbe^ 3eugniffe ati^ alien ^eibnifd()en unb cbrifdtd^en 

e<^rlft(ieHern, ber SBelt befannt gemad;t ^at, fo wurben fie uon ibrer 

SiteKung tertriebcn unb ()aben biefelbe feitl^t nid()tn)ieberjubebau]^teR 

gefuc^t. Unter bem €d;etn ber Srbtunbe ifl fpdter^in ein Slngrtff ge^ 

niad)t worben : 

" 3n bie fejle erbe 

©vaben 9)?an(^e ein, unb fammein ^unbe 

9iu^ ibren £d;id;ten, woI}er fie lernen 

Dap ber ber fie cvfd;uf, unb if)ren Urff>rung ?0?ofe'3 ojfcnbarte 

3n ibremSlIter irrig war*" 

Sj>dtere ©ntbccfungen jebod) (yaben nid^t attein it)r Urtbeil umge^ 

jic|5en, fonbern biefe e^emal^ in 53erbac^t liegenbe 5l8iflfenfd;aft ijl ber 

Sjfenbarung jur mdd^tigen StftBe geworben. Sie berubmteften Grb* 

funbiger, beibe^ unglaubige unb glaubige, fi'nben jeljt in ber Srbe 

Sd^oo^ unwiberlegbare SBeweife, bapeine fold;eaUgemeine€ifinbflutb, 

tt>ie fie fWofc^ befd;rieben ()at, urn bie t>on iJ)m angegebene^eit, gewefen 

fej^« Sie Dleologen in ©uropa glaubten in neuerer Jeit, fie batten be^ 

tipiefen, bag bie ^ud;er SiWofi^ erfi urn bie ^eit ber babplonifd^en ©e^ 

fangenfc^aft wdren gefd^rieben worben, unb bagfotglid^ SWofe^ nid;t 

ber SJerfaflerbaioon fcpn (>at!&nnen» Siefelbe SKdnner, nad;bem fie bies 

fen ©egenjlanb jwanjig Sabre tdnger flubirt batten, ftnben bapjie its 

rig waren^ unb jeljt ntit SRofenmiiller bem jungern jum 58orgdngeiv 

fangcn fie an jur rec^tgldubigen 9Reinung jurftcfejuf e{)ren. Sr^Sowtb in 

^nglanb glaubte ber ^ebrdifd;e Xe.vt fei) fel)r t^erborben ; berfil^mtere 

©elebvte ftnben, \>(i^ er SBorte au^jtrid; weil er fie nid()t tjerfianben 

f)at ; unb ©efeniuS einer ber erjlen l^ebrdifd; ©eletjrten ieljiger ^eit^ 
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erfldrt t>m niaforctifcl>en ®vunt)tevt fiir »iet rielj^tiger aB ben fdttwtito^ 
nif^l^en unb uerwirft bei) n>citera ben gvopercn 2()eil Don Dr. iovotf)^ 
SSevvinberungen. Sergejlalt ijl tin Unglaubc ber 3leil)^ nad; t>on jicbei- 
angenommcnen ©tcHung <ui6 bem gcjbe gefd^lagen wovben* (ir mag 
noct) anbere Stngrijfe wagcn* (£r mag t>on Olcuem bie ftumpfgeworbes 
nen ))feile fd)avfen unb biefelbe mit ©ottee^lafterung unb @elel)rf(un5 
feit fiebern ; er mag ben }crbrod;enen ®:pieg auf^ frifd^e wieber ft)i^eit 
unbbenfelben in tbblidi>e^®ift eintaud^en, unb mit ncuer ^raft geftdrft 
abermal unb wieber abermal jum ^am^jfe jurucEefel)ren, — bod) ber 
©obn @£)tte^ bat un^ t)eifid;ert, e6 wivb ibm nid)t gelingen> feine 
©treicbe werben auf ibn felbft juvucfefallen, bi^ ibm jeber 5Jevfud; mi^s 
lungen er enblid) gejwungen wirb in ben 2Bovten jenes unglaubigen 
^aifer^ au^jurufen ; "Snblid;, £> ©alildcv! baft bu ubcrwunben l"*^ 
gre^, baber^t>onj[eber SBeforgnitltxva^bie @ottItd)feit unferer Sics 
ligion betrift, f onnen wir unerfd;rocf en ber bet>orjlebenben Unterfud^ung 
entgcgen geben. ^?ier werben mv an ber *Sd)n)elle bieff^ ©egen* 
jianbe^ burd) ben 2iu6fpnK(^be^gemeinen Si)ienfcbent»erilanbe6 begeg* 
net, barber iiebrer jeberjeit mebr it^iflTenfoHte al»3ber Sernenbe; bap 
SKdnner, t>ermbge ber S*inrid;tung ibrer9ktur, fid; unmbglid; berSetr 
tung berjenigen ani>ertrauen fonnen, t)on benen ibnen befannt ift, t^a^ 
fie wcniger ol^ fie felbll wiffen. Unb beftdtigt nid;t ®Dtt felb)! biefen 
©runbfab burd; feine 55orfcbung ? 3Ben fonbert er ju iBu|ijeuge auiv 
urn ben Sieg be^ Sobne^^ ®£)ttc6 ju i^erKmbigen, unb bie 25urg um 
ferc> beiligen ©lauben^ ju tjertbeibigcn? €)elbil unter ben %>ofteIn^ 
bie alle t)bUig burd; orbentlid;e unb auffcrorbentlid;e 9)Jittel jubereitet 
waren, wer «>ar» ber mebr arbeitete une fie alle ? Unb war nid)t ber 
2lpo|M paulu^ aHen 3lpojteln in Xalenten unb ^Bijfenfd^aften meit us 
bevlegen? S'rbielt er nid;t feinen Unterrid;t ju !£arfu^, eine ©tabt, bie, 
toie vStrabo bericbtet, in ^))bilofo^>bie unb in ben fd;&nen iBiflen:: 
fd)aften berubmter war, at^ 2ltben obcr 3ltoanbrien ? Uiib, nad) ber 
SSeife ber 2arfer^ bie gewobnt waren ibre ©tubien au^it)drt«^ ju ^oUen^ 
ben, gieng er nicbt nad; 3erufvtlem um fein ©tubium au ben gfigen 
© a m a I i e U be^^ bod;berubmten jftbifd;en ®efe^gelebrten ju been? 
bificn? iBer war O r i g e n e ^, ber SSertbeibiger be^ ©laubeni^ gegen 
bie }lngriffe be^ unglaubigen € e 1 f u ^ ? Sefanntermaf en ein Wlann 
t>on ben fd)6nften 2atenten unb ber au%breitetften ©elebrfamfeit, ber 
unter ^ le m e n ^ in bem tbeologifd;en Seminar ju iUejranbricn erjos 

gen 
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gen i»aiMiiib bet me\)x ^&cf>er fd;rieb aB t)iele @ele()ite jc getefcn 1)0^ 
ben ! ®er warcn »^ u ^, JTj i e r o n 9 m u 6 t>on ^P r a 9, unb bie bts 
tixhttiten 9tefbrmati>ren, S u t M t, S a 1 1> i n unb 3 w i n 9 1 i ? 
^weifeBo^ne bie gelel)rtejlett SJJdnner !t)re5 ^ertalterS. SBev waxen 
bie iBerf jeuge ber gefegneti^cn Sieligionaerwecf iingen weld^c in ben S3its 
cl()em ber ^irc^en9efd;id;te eine ^ievbe finb ? iBiv l)aben nid)t nt>ri)i3 
blefer ^Bcrfannnhmg jw fagen, bage^ 21 r n bt, @ p e n e r, gra nf e^ 
2BeeIe9, aBIyiteftelb nnb S b w a v b ^ waven, iWdnner xveU 
d)e afleeine regelmd^ige ©rjiel^ung genoffen l^aben. Unb enblid;, tocm 
trng e^ ©Ottawfbie lutt)erife^eAird;einbiefcm2lbenblanbe ju evvid;* 
ten? Un9eIeJ)rte unb gottlofi? STOdnner, 3B6lfen gleid), batten fid; in bie 
^?eerbe eingefd^^lid^en, unb waren begriffen fie ju jerflveuen aU ber cl)rn>. 
Si uf^ I e n b e rg, au^granfen^ ^c^ule unb mit granfen^ ©eift, an:? 
tarn, umben l&in unb^er jerfireuten ©ingewanberten ba6 25rob be^^ Sc? 
ben^ JU ertbeilen, unb ber lutberifd^ch ,fttrc^e in 5lnterifa einS^afeirjnalg 
.^trd;e ju geben. Unb wer waren feit Jener 3eir il)re »£dulen ? 3rc^ ^a? 
&enid)t nbtbig ©ud^ ju fagen, ba^ e^ geie()rte ?lKdnner n)aren,u>cnn ic^ 
bie 9lamen eine^ .ft u n ^ e ' t\ eine§ *£ (^ m i b t e^, eine^ 93? u Ij I e n- 
b e r g 6, eine§ ©brings, eine6 J? e I m utl)6 unb eine» JJ d)s 
man n^ nenne? Unb ifl biefe S5emerf ung nicf^t anwenbbar auf alle 
anbere Ji^aupt!ircl^en unfere^ ?anbed ? 

Sod; 5unel)menb an vStdrfe ifl ber ®ewet§ biefe§ ©egenflanbe§* 
Ser frdftigfte ift ieljt nod; fibrig* 2Bir ^aben boju bie beutltd;ftett SSerjirf 
cl()erungen ber beiligen' ed;rift* Sin iert au^ jebem Xeftanient mag 
genftgen. @Dtt befal)l burd; ben ^ro^>t>eten 9RaIead;i, "be^ ^l)riertei*6 
$i^>pen foHen bie £et)re bemaljren, bafi man an^^ feinem SKunbe t^a^ ©e^ 
fet^ fud;e ; benn er ifl ein (i:ngel be6 jjgrrn 3^baotl)." Der 3iu^brudE 
"£el)rc bewabren" brucft ben ©runbtert unDoKfidnbig an^. Sa^ iSovt 
® d; a mar in feinem gebrdud;Iid;flen ©inn bebeutet, ju befd;ui^en, ju 
Uxoadftn, mit ©orgfalt ju bebalten* 3n einer Umfd;reibung fann bre 
©telle alf'o Uiuten: "Sie *?)rie|ler, weldK bie ©efanbten be^ S^&vn 
gebaptb finb, follen bie 3)ertt)abrer ber erfenntnig fet)n, fie foHen biefeU 
be bewac^en unb erbalten, fo \>a^ t>a^ SBolt ju alien ^eiten fid; an \ic 
loenben f6nne, aU glaubwurbige unb binldnglic^e ?ebrer unb 58eurtl)eis 
lerbea ©efeijee." Die anbere ©telle ijl bie (Srmabnung '^\xl\ an ben 
Stimotbeum ; "Unb xoa^ Du bon mir gebbret bafl burd) t)iele 3i'"9en, 
ta6 bepebltreuenSKenfc^en, bie ba tud^tig finb axxd) anbere ju lel)ren.'^ 
3m borbergebenben Sufammenbang nennt "^axxlxx^ bae xt>a§> er geboret 
^abe "bo^ SJorbilb ber beilfamen 2ebre/' ober wie eS aud; uberfeljt wer^ 

ben 



ben fann, "bcv S'ntwurf, Slbri^, oDer furjc Si^ftem bev t^eilfamen tef>;? 
tc." aiuebriicflid; ctmal^t ^amIu6 ben S£imotl)eum 91iemanb in6 l^eilige 
^rebigtamt a'uf5unel)ttten, ber nid^t in biefcm ?el)renttt)urf ben er ge^ 
levnt ()abe xohxt unterricC^tet n>orben ; bejfen Sbarafter nid;t bie Sfeiffc 
d;enmg gdbe, baji er feinent ^citigen ©elfibbe treu fe»n wurbe, yxn^ 
tt>cld;cr nidj^t l^inldnglid;e ®efcl^idtid;feit I)abe, urn "tud;tig ju fet)n 
and; anbere su lel)ren/' ®anj beutlid(> liegt biefe Ser^flid^tiing ben 
9lmt^nad)folgevn Jlimot&ei ob. S5a§ §9iaa6 ber ti^eologifdj^cn ^enntc 
niflTeh foHte, of>ne 3«>eifel,«nb wic§ and^ in^geniein ber g^ll iff nacj^ bet 
Stiife ber ®eifte^bilbimg unb ber ®elet)rfamfeit fid(> rid^ten, weld^e be? 
bent 93olfe, nnter tt>eld;em ber ©titbent lebt, l^errfd^enb ifl* ®ie beflc 
SKetI)Obcjebod; um bae?iRitteImaa^ ber erforbevlic^enSi;genfd;aftcneine^ 
^rebiger^ ju bejtimmen, i|l aii6jttmad;en, wcld;e^ bie ^))fltd;ten finb bie 
@ott loon cl)rifHid;en ^rebigern in aUen J^iten geforbert \)CiX ? ©ine 
J?mn?t}5flid;t, ift jui^erldf ig biefe, "fud;et in ber @d;rift/^ al6 ber um 
trfiglid;ften Seiterin felne^ SSerbaltenfv bie Kegel be^ ®lauben^ unb 
.Sebcni' bie er jn ^>rebigen ^ox, ^iai "ein SKenfd; ®one6 loodfommen fe? 
3« jebem guten.SSerf gefd^idft." Damit er aber bie S^vift erforr 
fd;cn mbge, fo ntu^ er im ® tanbe fei?n fte ju lefen* ®o fel>r jinb bie 
©igenbeiten unterfd)ieblid;er @prad[?en t)on einanber tvcrfd;ieben, ^^ 
t)iele ber Sd;&nl)eiten unb @igentb&mtid>feiten eine^ ©dS>riftjleUer^> 
felbft attd) burd; bie befle Ueberfefeung, unt>ermciblid!) t>erIoren geben* 
Unb fe febr ftnb religibfe unb ^JoIitifdK Sinrid^tungen, gefettfd;aftlic^e, 
gelcbrte unb wiflfenfd^aftlid^e ®ebraud;e, n>oburd; bie feinjten ^fige ber 
SBortbebeutung, bie in>ben ©^^rad;en loerfdj^iebener 9lationen ficj^.t>or:r 
finbcn, t>Dneinanber t>erfd)ieben, ba^ e^ in jeber @iprad)e eine SRenge 
SBbrtcr geben,n>eld)e in einer anbern nidbt mit ©enauigfeit auegebrudft 
wcrben f&nnen» Die 5Belt tt>urbe bal)er benjenigen SWann t)erlac^en^ 
ber eincn (Sommentar fiber bie @d)&nl)eiten ber ©ebidj^te Jjomer^ober 
©IvgiB fd;reiben wurbe, ober aud) fid(^ unterftfinbe ben genauen ©inn 
ber ®efeljbud)er 3ujtinian§ erflaren ju njollen, ot^ne im ©mnbe ju 
fe^n bie DriginatSSerfe lefen ju fbnnen* S)anunbie beiligen @d;reir 
ber, um t>erjlanben ju tt)erben,in i^rer @^)rad)e fid; notbwenbigerweife 
nod) bem attgemein fiblid;en ©ebraud;e rid;teten, fo finb wif nid^t 
loermbgenb einfe^en ju f onnen, warum bie ^enntnig ber Urfprad^e in 
einem %aVi weniger nott)n)enhig fet)n fottte aB wie im anbern* S§ 
tftunf^tt)ol)lbefannt, ba^ fidj^ /punberte frommer, treuerunb nu^Iid^er 
SKdnner im ^rebigtamte, in ben t?erfd;iebenen SJerfajfungen, befinben^ 

weldE^e 



m\d}e bie SBorfl^ile eiutt Qtxttn ^rjie^ung uid^t genofen l^dk»; AQciti, 
ipcr fann e^ bejweifcln, bag fie t>tcl tucl^tiger unb braudE^baver fei)n 
»urben^ wcnn fie felbjl ^id) an bem eigentlidj^en SBorte ©otte^ erg&s 
^n, wcnn fie baflfelbe unterfud;en unb f&r fidj^ felbp beurtbeilen towns 
ten, anftatt mit ben Qlugen SSnbeier fet)en jit muflen? Unb obgleicl; fie in 
SScrbinbimg mit 2l«bcrn ftel)enb, bie beflfer untcrricl(>tet finb, bvaud>bav 
fci^^n mbgcn, »a6 njiirbe bcr Juflanb ber c!)viftlid;en ^ird;e fe);n, vrenn 
tl>re fammtUd;en ^))rebigev auf l)bven wfivben t^a^ 2Bort (Sotted ju be= 
xo(id)cn, unb bie ^enntnif be^felben juHinftigen ®efclS)Ied;tern nid;t 
mitjutfieiten? 3Bev tonv^t bie nptbigen Uebcvfc^ungen ffir ^)eibnifd;c ian^ 
ber madKu f&nnen? Unb wer foil eine anbere ffir un8 Devfevtigen, 
tocnn v£prad;t)eranber«ttgen bie unfrige unt>erftanbUdE) gemad^t Ijabcn 
wirb ? (tm gute a5cfanntfd;aft mit ber gricd^ifdS^en unb 4)ebrdi|*d>eii 
^^ilblogie, wirb, wir getrauen ^e^ ju fagen, ben ©tubenten bcfler iu 
©tanb fc^en bie beilige <£d;rift ju t)erftel)en, al^ atte ©ommentare bie 
je gefd;rieben worben jinb. Die SBcquemlid;!eitcn n)elcl[?e in bicfcit 
£tubien bargeboten tperben; Dorjfiglici) burd; 2)eutfd;Ianb6 fj>atere 
©d;riftjteUer, finb \>on einer fold^en 2lrt, ta^ ein ©tubent nid;t ju ent^ 
fd;ulbigen ijl^ ber eine ©elegenl^eit biefe^ fraftige ^filf^mittel im Xikm 
jie ®ottc^ anwenben ju fbnnen uerfaumet* Um bie b^iligc ©d;ri/t 
red;t ju erforfd;en^ mfiflfen n>ir untcrfuc^en, wann unb burd; wen fie 
gefc^rieben woorben, unb ob fie dd^t unb unt^erfdlfd^^t fei>* SlUein biefe^ 
^ud/fiellt ficif) ineinem^t>on alien anbern 58&d)ern^ uerfc&iebcnen Hlja^ 
rafter bar, ndmlid; M eine ©ffenbarung ©otte^ an bie 9Kenfd;en. Zk 
SBettjeife jur SBefidtigung biefe^ 3lnfprud;^ muflen unterfud^t werben, 
unb t)iebe)? entjle^t bie grage : Ob bie gottIid;e 3lutboritdt biefer 2Jud;er 
bonuna forbere, t>a^ wit in ber Srfldrung berfelben anbei*e aiegelnbc:^ 
obad;ten aU bie weld^e auf menfd;lid;e SBerfe angewenbet werben ? 
Sie 2luMegungSwiffenfd;aft mug ba^er nid)t berfdumt werben* Diefe ^ 
S3iid)er aber entbalten l&duftge 2lnf^)ielungen auf befonbere@ebrdud)e unb 
Umftdnbeber ^eit unb be6 Sanbef^unter wdd)m fie gefdj^riebenwarcn, 
unb fonnen baljcr obne ®efanntfd)aft mit benfclben nid;t t>bllig ber;? 
ftanben werben* £)ie biMifd;e 2Htertl)um6hmbc i|t ba^er ein notl^wen:: 
bigeS ©tubium* gemer, ber ^rebiger bei§ S*MngcIium^ foil b e n g a n- 
jen ?ii at\) ©Otte^uerf&nbigen, beibe^ bie ©laubcn^:: 
lebrenunb bie£eben^j)flid;ten;bal)er finb Dognmtif unb SKoral »^an^t:: 
tt)eile eine^ tt)eologifcl^en©tubium^» 3^m tt)irb anbefol^len "ernfrlicl^ 
}u fdmyfen ob bem ©lauben^, ber ^m ^eiligrn eir^mal fibergcben to\>v= 
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benifl;-' ba^ev barf bic ipolemifd^e ZheoUQk md)t ganjlid^ fikvfe^cn 
wevben, obfdS^on fic je^t ein milbere^ 2lnfel)en al§ jur 3ett SalDt)ii an? 
ne^tnen tiiup, imb il)rc©c^ulcr le^ren, baf nic{;t SBittcnbevg obcr ®enf 
bie allcinige Quelle ber feligmadKnben SSabrl)it fei> Sine S^aw^u 
5pflidE)t be$ ^rebigev^ ijt, ''ia^ 2Bort ju ^^rebigen un^ ju fucl^en, ftd^ 
fctbjt ®Ott do bewdl)it bar^utMlen, ein, Slrbeiter ber fid; nid;t ju \d)a: 
men babe, ber ba rcd;t tbcile ba6 9Bort ber 2Bal)rbeit»'^ €^d;icf lid;et 
Unterrid;t uber brcfen ©egenjtanb bcgrcift bie bomiletifd;e S^beologie* 
Sbnt wirb anbefoi;lcn, "rtd)t ju baben auf bie *^ecrbe uber weld;e ibn ber 
beilige ®ei|i jum S5ifd;ofe(jefcl5t bat, ju weibenbie ©emeine &^ttc5, 
xodd)e Sr burd; fcih eigcn Slut ent)orben bat." 9tuf bie 'l)aftoraI ^ 
SEbeologie muj5 er baber feine bcfonbcre 2lufmerffamfeitrid;ten. Da 
ba6 b^iliS^ 93nd; rcid)lic() mit SBJcififagungfn t>erfcben ift, fo follte ber 
^rebiger in ber ©efd;id;te bei^ 2$olB ©otte^nid;t unerfabren fei)n, ha? 
miter im S^tanbe fci;n ntbge ibre SrfStlung auffud;enunb bie bewunbe^ 
tungf^wurbige 2Bege ber g&ttlic^en SJorfebung betrad;tcn ju fbnnen* 
Unb bamit er ju ben "Slelteften bie wobl t)orfteben" gebore, fo i)l ba^ 
^ird;enreginient unb bie ^ird;enjuc]S)t einnotbwenbiger ©egenftanb be^ 
®tubium^, weld^er il)n lebrt, n^ie er fid; in ben Derfd;iebenen fird;lir 
d;en SSebbrben ju t>erl)altcn babe, fowobl jum SSortbeil feiner Oemeinen 
al^ wie and) be5 Sveid;^^ S^fu Sbfifti im ®anjen. ®a6 Sbriftentbum 
aber ifl eine ipoftttDe einrid;tung v\)eld;e nid;t bem ?9Zenfd;en in feinem 
5Ratur3urtanbe jugebbrt; ber regelntdgig ©tubirenbe follte baber juffer:: 
ber|tbieerjlen@runbfdl5e, weld^e feinem ^wftanbe, unabbdngig einer 
ndbern Dffenbanmg, angemeflen finb, ju erlangen fud;en ; er follte bie 
Seelenfrdfte wetd;e er bat, unterfud;^n, unb ibren red;tmd0igen &es 
brand;, bie eigentlid;e ffiernunftgefe^e, jtubiren. Durd; einen fold;en 
®ang wirb er cine rid;tige 9lnttt>ort auf bie grage erbalten: 5Ba^ ifl 
5Babrbeit ? dy fctttc bie a5efd;affenbeit unb ben Umfang fold;er USal^t? 
l^eitcn untcrfud;en, n)eld;e bie SSernunft biejenigen gelcbret bat, bie W\? 
ne Dffenbarung fannten, in J?infid;t ibrer moralifd;en 5$erbdttniffen 
unb 93ortbeilen,unb ber,3uIdnglid;feitober Unjutdnglid;feit biefer na? 
t{irlid)en 2!t)cologie fur bie SSebftrfnifle be6 93icnfd;en. S5a bie ©ffen^ 
barung auf bie 5>ernunft gegrunbet ijl, fo wirb fie immer mit'berfelben 
ubereinftimmen. Saber ?6nnen wir feiner t>orgegebenen Dffenbarung 
©lauben bcimejfen, weld;e nid;t entweber mit unfern naturlid;en iRe? 
ligioniMbeen ubcrcinitimmt, obcr iljre 3;ruglid;feit un§ erweifct. Det 
aufgefldrte ® Dtre^^gelel^rte erblicf t, burd; \)a^ ganje giaturbudf) ^in, jabU 

fofc 
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lofe Uebereinjlitnmiingen mit ber Dfpenbarung; altein er ftnbet fcine 

einjige ^tellebafclb|l niebn*.(}efd;vtcben, weld;e mitbevfclben untjeveins 

bar ware* .1>ic gtn)?6bnlici;t\3eit xoddjz auf einem tl)eoIogifd;en Untcra 

nd^t^;:(5urfu'o jugcbradx \\)irb, fdjet ben Stubcnten nur in beti'Stanb 

bie ilnfang^anmbe bev t>erfd;iebenen 2BilTenfd;aiftcn ju crlangen; benn 

"iJcbte bcv SJJenfd; fo latijj wie bie Sonne, 
"?lod; fovtlernen wi'ivbe ber ^))atriard;fd;uler, 
"Unb fterbenb nid;t auogelernt l)aben.*' 

X!>ie tdglid^e 'Sovbereitung jur ^lu^ubung fciner 2(mt6pftid;ten wivb 
jiebod; bie gortfeBimg biefer 6tubien au§niad;en, unb wa^renb feine§ 
ganjen Seben^ foUteer uberbiefe Singe nad;benfen^ unb fid; benfelben 
gvan^lid; wibmen,bamit biebabuvd; erlangten ^oitljeile offenbar werben 
mogen, ''txK^ bev SKenfd; ©otte^ t)ollfomnien werbe, ju jebem guten 
5Bcrfgefc(;irft." 

jii a8eld;e Sef^rme t()obe ift in tfjeol ogifd^en 
Slnilalten bie bejle? 

©§ liegt nid;t inner(}alb ben ©renjen biefer Sicbe, bie berl)d(tnig:= 
ntv^llige 53or juge einer ojfenriid^en ober einer ^Prit>aterjiel)ung im Mges 
ntoincn JU unterfud;en, eine gragebiejuerjlformlid;, wietrir glauben^ 
t)on Guintiliau ifl abgebantjelt worben. Sie iBclt \)<xt entfd;ieben wie 
er i\)Cit, unb tiiVc ubereinftinmienbe Uvtl)eil 3al)rl)unberte ifl ju ©uniten 
einer bjfentlid^en G:rjief)ung aufgejeid^net worbcn* Die aieben^art ufs 
fentlid; ober :prit)at, i|l jebod; n)eber»on ber wtrMic^en 23efd)a|fenbeit 
be^ ©egenftanbe^ Ijergenommen, nod; ijl er bemfelben angeniefifen. Sie 
gvage ift eigentlid; biefe : iBeld^ei^ <£tubium ijt \>i\^ »ort^eil()aftefle, ein 
einfame^ ober ein gefellfd;aftlid;e6 ? SWandf^e bie einen fogenannten 
^rii>atunterrid;t genie^en, leben fo t>iel im Deffentlid;en al^ <£tubenten 
in einem Collegium nur immer tbun Fbnnen, wa^renb in 
mand;en unferer &ffentlid;en £el)ran|^alt^n bie ©tubenten fo 
^)rit>at unb abgefd;ieben leben, aU fie nur immer einjeln ffir fid^ 
imt>aterlid;enJ?aufe fbnnem Dap tl^eologifd;e v£eminarien, fowie 
ber (rrlofer, ben fie Iel)ren, bie Sinfamfeit fud;en fottten, bapfleine Oec^ 
tev gropen etdbten Dorjujiel^en fei)en, fd^eintun^eine auwgemad^te vSa:? 
d;e ju fei;n, weld)eburd(? bie 9Jiel)rjaI)l ber ^iixl^en in unfermganbe ijl 
gebilliget worben* Dod[) bie Dorl)ergef)enbe §rage ifl : SBurbe nid;t 
ein einfamer Unterrid;t junge 9)idnner fiir \)<i^ ^rebigtamt tfid;tiger ju^ 
bereitcn, aia einUnterrid;t in55crbinbungmit3Ke()reren? 

Dap bie t()eologifd;en ^iffenfd;aften, in intetleftuetter^inftd^tbes 

trad;tet. 



ixoAytiX, hrxti^ etn ©tutiium in ®efeHfd;aft mit 5Kel&reren toixt glficHU 
clE^er getrieben werben fbnne, ne^men voxx al^ au%macl;t an. ^Jties 
itmnb wirbbiefe^ bejwcifeln; n)ir!6ntten un^ aber nid;t ubcr bic^iBid;^ 
tigfeit biefe^ ©aftc^ aufbalten, ber jebem einfid;ttJt>Dtten beutlid; fepn 
mu^. aillein, wcnti unfcre <£tubcnten cinjeln be^ ben i)erfd)iebenett 
^JJrebig^n )fxvooit jtubirten, wenn fte and; gleid; nid^t fo gute ^lueleger 
be^ gottlic^en 2Bort6^ ober nid^t fo ofxxz ^rebiger werbcn wurbeii, xohx: 
ben jie ntd;t mit me^rerer Srfabvung bcr ^rebigcrpflid;ten int?4lmt xxts 
ten ? SBenn xo'xx nad^ ber forgfdltigften Ucberlegung, bie 2lntTPort mit 
Saaufbiefe grage mdd^cn Jbnntcn, fo wftrbenwir 3U ben erfldvtefien 
geinben tbeologifc()er ©emtnavien gebbren. 2)o^ w>eld)e6 fmb bie 
J?int)?tmittel,bie3Wenfd;cn ju©ebote jlel)en, woburd; atlein n)al)re gvoms 
migfcit nnb eine ®eijllid;gefinntl)eit in ©lauben^fac^en,. fowol^l in 
einem gefeUfdj^aftlid^en, aB wie auc^ in einem. einfamen Unterric(?t^ 
befbrbert werben fbnnen? @ie ftnb, t af> f r m m e Sr e m p e I 
unb bie Srma^^nungen be62eb^^^r^^freier ^us 
t ritt ju einer g ro pe n 21 nja b I ptaf t ifd;er ®d;rif5 
ten/ofterc ©etegenbeit juSRetigion^&bungen, 
xxn'^ anberebamit t)erbunbeneUmjldnbe» 

Sine gvo^e 5$erfd|>iebenbeit, beibe^ an ®elebrfamfeit unb gvommfgs 
feit, ftnbet unter ben ^ebigevn einer jeben ^irc^e jtatt* iBenn erus 
benten einjeln untevTicl[)tet werben^ fo werben einige gute, anoere binges 
gen fd;(ecbte Sebterbaben,unb mbglid; fann^ fepn, bag biejenigcn pre= 
bigerbie jum Unterrid^ten am wenigjlentfidj^tigfinb, bie mebrften ^tu? 
benten b^ben w&rben^ Durd; ein gefellfd^aftlicbe^ ©tubium aber, gc^ 
nief en atte ©tubenten bie SSortbeile eine$ unb be^fetben 2ebrer»3, 23enn 
nun bie ^ird;c einenSebtev erwdblen fottte, einen SIRann ber nid;t mebr 
aB ntittelmdgigegdbigteiten beftljt, fo wiirben bemungead;tett)ie cau 
benten, im ©anjen genommen, nid^tnur gleid;e, fonbern grbpere ^Sors 
tbcile geniegen; benn er fbnnte fid; biefem 2Berfe gdnjlid; wibmen. 
SSennein 5S3?ann Don b&b^r^n @aben gewdblt werben wftrbe, fo wurs 
ben bie ©tubenten wie leic^t einjufeben ifl^gv&gere 53ortbeite geniepen; 
unb foUte einer ber t>orjfiglid(>(ten unb gefd;icf tejten t)on ben ^ebigern 
gewdbit werben^ fo wurbe ein Seminar }ut>erldfig ben Stubirenben fo 
groge SJortbeile gewdl^ren, aB fie auf eine einjelne 3Beife erbalten fbfts 
ten, wenn alle 9>rit)atlebrer baju fo tud^tig wdrenaB wie ber bieju tx^ 
wdblte. ®er Umflanb, bag ?9fenfd^en in^gemein glauben ibre SSor* 
tjeile fepen am bepen geji(^ert, wenn fie SKdnnern awertraut wcrben 

We 
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iie ^ feI6fi gew&l^lt fiafien, fe^t eine ^letgutig }um 9orau8 bie t&d^ti^^ 

fien Scanner inSlemter einjufe^en. ©ogar in politifc^en 3BaI)len, in 

»ek^en ber ^artljeigcijl bi^weilen ben tiid^tigflcn 50lann Demirft, fucl;r 

iebe ^rrt)e9 tJ)re bejlen Scanner ju Sanbibaten au^, unb bie gan^ 

je 2lnjaf)I fold^er eingewaljlten 23camten ijl in Xiicl;tigfeit weit tjor? 

jflglic^er, al^ ber 9Kittel|lanb ber em}al)lbaren 55olBmenge» Unb obr 

glcidf^ t\xd)iid)e Sal)Ien nid;t immer t)on tttenfd;lic(;enSd;n)adE^I)citen 

fre9 finb,fo fann bod; nienmnb leugnen, ha^ in alien ^iejut)or erric^tes 

ten tl)eologifcOen 2e()ranjtalten, in weld^en bie ^^rofeffbren t)on ben ^ir^ 

d^en erwdljlt worbenfinb, wie e^ in 2lmeri!a gefd;icl)t — unb nid;t bnrd; 

^)oIitifd;e SBc^brben, wie e^an einigen Dertern in Suropa ber gall ift — 

l^abenbie^ird;enin%mein9Ranner eingewdblt, n)cld;e in ®otrfc(igfr 

feit unb 5Biflrenfd;aften fiber ben SWitteljlanb ber ^{rd;e, tv»oju jie ge^ 

b6rten,tt)eiterl)abenn>aren; unb fo lange bie S!)iel)rja()l ivgenb eincr 

^ird;e ber ©orrfeligfeit jugctban finb^ fo werben ftehnneanbcre aB 

ftomnw^rofcflbren erwal)len,ober and; lange im 3lmtebc^alten.Saci@er 

gentbeil Don bicfem fann fid> nieniali^ ereignen, bi6 bie grbgji're 5lnjal)l 

Sebrerunb ©emein^glieber t>orl)er au%artet worbcn wave, unb in bier 

(em gall wareu ja bie ^rii>atlel)rcr felbft nid^t bcffcr: md) fcnnte man,. 

in fold;en Umflanben,bie ^tubenten nid;t jiioingen ftd; auf eine t^erbor:? 

Bene 9ln(lalt ju begeben, 

3n 2tbfid;t be6 a n b e r n 9?Z i 1 1 e U, fo fann !cin t)ernfmftiger 

SiRenfc^ glauben, tafi bie t)ereinigten 93emul)ungen ber gan^en ^ird;e 

tiid;t t>ermbgenb fci;n folltcn, eine tjottftanbigcre Sibliotbef anjufc^af- 

fen al^. irgenb ein einjelncr ^rebiger rl)un him. 5kri)iiltnigmd^ig 

werben wenige praftifd;e SlScrfe in ^Viijarbibliotbefen gefunbem 

SBenn aber eine^ird>e ein Seminariunt errid)tet, fo fann fie bafelbp 

i^re gtubenten mit alien ben Dortreflid;ften SSerfen fiber $8iogra^.>t)ie^ 

SWigionSwefen unb praftifd^e^ 6brijlentt)um t>erfet)en, unb ibnen S5t>ra 

fdS^rift ertbeilen, wie t>iel 3eit auf ba»3 Stubium bcvfclbenberweqbet 

werben foil. Sai^ ndmlid^e ®elb n)etd)e^ J^^^njig fleine aBtbliotticlfcn 

gefauft baben wurbe, fauft eine gro^e 93ibliotl)ef; unb biefe mivb uiel 

mebreren €^tubenten jur ndmlidE^en ^e\t jugdnglid; fcpn, fo wit md^ 

jeber nad;folgenben .Rlaflfe. jjier bcnn mag ber ^tubcnt in bie SSi? 

blictbef eintreten, unb Don ben lebenben S^enfmdlcrn bcrubmter 9Jerr 

Itcrbenen umgeben fe^n* Sr mag ba»'^ Scben eincii genelonCv eine^ 

granfen^, eine^ SSeSlep^, eine3 aBt)itfi'e(bd, eineegj?atber^,eine^e-b* 

warb^, obcr eine^ ©cottd in bie Jjanb n^t?uten, unb barau^ bie Srfa^r 

g' rungen. 
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rungeu ber ^eiligen erteinen; ot>er^ cr ntag bic SKifion^ttad^rid^tcii 
aufne^men, unb au§ benfelben ben t)eilbriiigenben £ieg be^ grieben^:? 
fwrflen fiber bic '^M)tt ber ginfiernig crfe^en, unb Don einem 95raU 
nerb^ 6*Utott, ©gebe, Sd;n)an}, SJanberfemp, SRart^n unb anbetn ler^r 
nen, wiemanalle^ urn Sl)rifti willen wrlafien ihnnc. 

Da^ ein gut DerujaltcteC^Sieminar nieljr ©elegenl^eiten ju Qlnbad^t^^ 
lUungen barbietet, al§ cinjelne Stubenten xocld)e unterberSlnleitung 
t)on ^vii)atlel)vcr ()aben jiubiren?&uncn, i(! ebenfall^ Hav» Sdglic^ t^er^ 
fammeln ftd; bie Stubentcn etlid;cnial urn 9cmeinfd;aftlid;ctt @otte^ 
bienft miteinanber ju ^altcn. ©a^ 2Bort (Sotted wivb gelefen, e^ wirt> 
gefungen unb gebetet* Die 2;age'3gefd;aftc werben i>on jebem ©tubenten 
in feinem»Stubtrjinimer mit 2lnbad;t6ubiingen{angefangenunb beenbiget; 
unb in iebem SRonate ifi befonbev^ ein S!ag jur 2lnbad;t^fibung au^gc- 
feBt, fo wie and) ju folc^en S5efd;aftigungen, bie geeignet finb einen 
ffliif ion^geift in il)nen ju envedfen, Giuielne Stubenten f&nnten ixoax 
tt)obI and; atteine ntand^e bicfcr Ucbungen t?evrid>ten; allein berjenige 
fennt bie meufd^lidj^e 5Jlatur nid;t, bev ba glaubt; bcr SDienfd; beburfe f eU 
ne Slufnmnterung jur 2lnbad)tMbung, obcv baj5 bie grbgere ©tubenten^ 
jabi in ber ©infamfeit lange biefcr axcgel religibfcv Uebungen nad;f oin;= 
men wiu'bcn. S^erSKenfd; ift iibcrbi(1 ein gefel(fd;aftlid;e6 5Befen; 
SReligion ifl ein gefenfd)aftlic{;ce» "Prinjip, unb jcbei^ -Jlvgumcnt n>eld;c^ 
babin gebt bie 2Sid;tigfeit bey gcfcilfd;aftlid;en ©otte&bienfte^ im %\U 
gemeincn ju erweifen, beftatigcr glcid^ftavf ben bob^^ti SJortbeil \>en. 
tbeologifd^e Seminarien iXwd) in X^iiMu1;t bcr 3lnbad?tfnibungen bi^ben^ 

Unb, in ber Xbat, ftnb ciud; bie aubcru^citigen Umftanbe eine§ tbeor 

logifd)en Seminar^ beflfer geeignet t)?abve gr&nimigfeit jubefbrbern aU 

bicjenigen be^ einfamen @tubium»5. 2^icnt nid;t bie taglicbe Unterre= 

bung be^ ©tubenten mit benjenigen t>on gleid;en ©efimmngen unb 

abnlid)en S3efd;affigungen baju, ibn in fcine'ni ©lauben ju befejligen 

unb fcine ®efublciu beleben? Wiflcn nidnade bic Dcrfd;iebene SBerr 

fanmUungen, 9lbbanbtungcn unbDebattcn ubcr bie wid;tlgen ©egen= 

ftanbe feinc^ SJeruf^^ ja fcgar \>a^^ ©eKiubc fi1b|t n?orinnenbie©tu= 

bicn angeleitct werben, ibn an ben .<Seilanb crinncrn bem er {ingeb&i'ct 

imb beflcn !l3ien)1t er ftd; gcwibniet bat? SSciuibcnn, in Sufaljsn alien 

ben jablveid)en Sortbeilen jur 53erimnbc:5bilbuug, bie 3)iittcl jum 

SSadX^tbum in ber ®nabc in>£eniinavicn bc|7cr erl;a!ten n^crbcn fbnnen, 

al^ bci;m einfamen ©tubium, foift c^ Har, bap bie SSoblfabrt.be^ 

i\\i\dy^ be$ @rlbfcr6 am atlerbcficn burd; einen gefettfd;aftlic^en 

^laxx einer tbeologifd;cn Srjiebung bcfovbcrt ircrben uMrb. 

IJemjufolge 
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^emixxfel^e nel^nten wit mi^ xoaljx, ba^ t()eoIo<(ifd;e (Scminai^te» 
t)on ben aufgcf Idrteften gveunben be^ SReid;^ ®otte§ in alien ^eitaltern 
gebittiget worben ftnb* ^w^?^'^ ^^ 2llten 5£eftament^ gaben ei^ fd;on' 
^old)t Stnflalten; in einer bevfelbeh war bev ^ro^jbet Samuel Setter, unb 
bie ©dS^ulcr wuvben, md) mor9enldnbifd;er ©itte^ ^r o ip b c t e n ^ 
f b b n e genannt^ 2Biv b^^ben feine 9tad;rid;t, ob e^ foId;e \)0v ber 
3eit biefe6 ^o^>beten gegeben babe, attein au6 ben 95itd;ern SantueB 
unb ber ^bnige * erbellet e§, bag bie @d;filer in eincm J^anfe beifam^ 
ttienwobttten, bag ibre Sebrer ibnen Unterrid;t gaben, bap bie beilige 
SKujif eine^ ibrer ^au<>tftubiett war, unb t>a^ bie ^ro^b^ten ©amuel, 
6lia^ unb ©ifa ibre Sebrer ju t>erf4^iebenen ^eiten waren* Siefe ©i;us 
len warenaneerfdbi^benenOertern, burd[>biet>erfd;iebene5JoIBftdttime 
t>in, errid;tet, unb werben bfter^ t>on ben jfibifct>^« Scbriftftellern efs 
wdbnt* Unter ibren au^9ejeid;net|^en f^)dteren Sebrern n>aren ^jittel, 
^d)amma\ unb ©amaliel, ber Sebter ^uli* ©leid^ergeftalt waren 
bie ©c^ulen be^ Ijt'xL ^ob^^nni^ ju S^efu^, be^ ^oIt)far<>^ ju Snn;rna, 
be^ b^il* SJiarfu^ unb Srigene^ unb ^antdnu^ unb anbere ju 9lleran- 
brien ?ebran)lalten, in weldi^en bie tudS^tigjlen 95ertbeibiger be§ Sbrt= 
jtentbum^ ffir ben beiligen ^rieg gcbilbet witrben* Unb fotd^c ^)\xs 
len werben aud; ju jeljiger '^tit t)on alien cbrtftlid;en 23enenmtngen, 
t)on dd;tet)angelifdbera ©inn unb Sifer, begun|!iget. Dod; \T)ie f bnnen 
wir al6 Sutberaner bie SBid;tigfeit fold;er Sebranflalten in Bweifel jie^ 
ben ? S5ie lutberifd;e ^ircbe wurbe in ibrer jarten ^inbbeit in tbeologi^ 
fcb^n ©eminarien gendbrt. Sutber felbjl brad;te ben grb geren Stb^il ff i- 
ne^ Seben§ al§ bjfentlid;er Sebrcr in einer folcben ©d;ulc ju, aud weld^er 
er Seutfd;lanb mix tfid;tigen ^'ebigern t>erfab, unb alfo bie gefegnete 
aHeformation au^breitete* 9lu^ foldjen 2ln(ialten erbielten, t)on jener 
Jeitan bi^aufbie je^ige, alle ^rebiger ber lutberifd;en ^ird;einbeu 
tjerfdbiebenen euro^)difcl[)en 9latiDnen ibre 25ilbung. Die er|!en unb 
tucbtigjten ^ebiger unferer ^ird;e inbiefemSanbefamenau^ fold)en 
©d^ulen; unb fd;on uor bent 9let>olutiondfriege, b^tte e6 fid; ber S*brw» 
SKubUnber g,ber 5Jater ber lutbcrifd;en ,Kird;e in 2lmerifa,t)orgenomr 
men, eine fold;e Sebranjlalt in bicfem Xanbe ju errid;tcn, unb I^eutfd;^ 
lanba ®efd;id;tafcbreiber b<^ben ibre ©ebcte fiirbeflrenglftcflid;ca ®e- 
beiben fd;riftlid; binterlafien. ©pdtcrbin xwa6)U Xx\ ^unije einen 9lnr 

fang 

* 2 Mn. 6, 1. 1 Sbron- 25, 1.7* 1 ©am* 10, 6. 10- unb (Sa^ 

19,20* 2^&n* 2, S. 12* 4,38* 22, 14. 
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pn;5 cine foldjie ®cf)ute ju evrid;ten; bic 56ater itnferer ,fl!rti>e eftioa »c* 
fccl;'3 ijaftrcn feljtenbiefenOcgcnflanb in2?nT>c3un9, nvb jel^t, burd;®ot5 
te^ QirnXbe, vufen »iv bcm tDirflid^enStnfang biefer2lntlrtlt-^®liicf ju ! 

2Birb c^ benn eingeitanben, ha^ junge 9)iannev fur ba^ beilige 9lmt^ 
buvd; cin gemeinfd^aftlid^c^ €;tubiiim bcfier jubcrcitet werben f&nnen^ 
alt' biird; ein einfamc^ imb einjdnc^, wie follrcn tl)cologifd;e ©eniU 
navicn t>cnT>altet tt»crbcn ? 

6:^ ifi Ieid)t ein^ufcbcn, bap bic Scitung beS Untcrvid;t§ imb hcv Stitx' 
billing auf bie Bwccfcallct f»)rtcniatifd;cn(5vjiel)itng, tidmlid;, bie^'nt^ 
tv>icfelung \>ev ©ciftct-fvafte/bic SSilbiing tid&tigev iinb nuljlidS^er Serr 
ftanbcofcrtigJcitcn unb bic erlangimg t>on ^enntniflcn, gcridj^t fct)n 
follrc* 5iicmal^ vom^c je cin SOJcnfd; mit ben cnrwicfeltcn ®cii!c6= 
hiiftcncince £eibnilj'6^ cinc^ SSaumgartcn^, einc6 9}?oM)cim^, obcv ei^ 
ncci$ari)cr6 gcborcn^ ^aljxc langc^ itncrmubctcS Stubium unb flrctu^ 
ge Dic^3iplin bc$ SJcvftrtttbc^, muffen bie ©eclcnanlagcn cnnvicfcin, unD 
3a{)vc lawgc Ucbung ibre ^rdfte jur SRcife bringen* ^cin ?0?enfdE) cts 
veid;tc jemal^^ ben ®i)>fel ber ©eifte^bilbung Wxd) gclcgcntlicj^e^ ein^ 
tc<$igcf^ Stubium; wdbrenb cin ^o<>f t>onblo$ mittcltndptgcn gdbigleta 
ten buvd; einen vegclmdgigcn fortgcfeljtcn ^Ui^, jcbcvjeit iid) Slc^tung 
cvwirbt, ia bftev^ unfere f&bnjlen^offnungcnuberfteign 2Bir babea 
inbcfien bloi^ 3cit einige ^unfte ju Uxi\d\xd)t\Qtn, in wel(lE)en bte Slrt 
einev tl)cologifd;en 58ilbung, unfcvcr SOZcinung md), t)on bcrjenigen i^ 
Unit)evfitdten t)evfd;ieben fcj)n follte* 

@cbt iDcnfg obev nid;t^ folltc, in ben lueijlcn, gdCcn, con ben £cb= 
xcxn grtl?an wevben einen SBettcifcr unter 6tubcnte,n ju enipedfen. Ser 
9ett>bI)uUd;e 9(ntricb einc^ genteinfamcn Stubium^, wirb, in bennieis 
ftcn ©emurbern, fo uiel 9lad)cifer cmccf en, unb ein fo ^axfc^ aieiljmits 
tel jur ©ei(lei^an(lrengung bm'bietcn, aU mit einer »ad;fcnben grem^ 
migfeit befleben fann» 3Bctteifer, tm genauen £inn genomntcn, Pann 
nie ein cbriftlid;er Seweggrunb jum jtubiven fc))n. ©rb^cre SSolIFonu 
tnenbeiten in 3lnbercn^ foUten jcbcticit unb finb and; baju geeignet^ 
gvof^eren gleij? bcp cinem tbeologifdE^en Stubentenbertjoriubvingen^ unb 
bte$ ijl ein§ ber 55ortbcile bc§ genieinfclE)aftIid;cn Stubium^v 25iefer 
gleig follte iebod; fcincn SBctteifer erwecfen, fonbern ben ©tubcntcn 
nur babin fubrcn, bag cr jwcifck, ober fid;bemfibc feineOaben an^ 
alien ^rdften ju t^erbcfern ? 2»er 5Betteifcr bat iiberbau}>t jur golge 
eiferfud;t jwtfcben benjenigen weld;e glcid;e gdbigPeiten baben ju cr^ 
jcugen, unb ijcrleitct fold;e, bencn ber Sj&x cin ^^nb gegeben bat, an^ 
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tere ju beneiben bencn fimf ober je()n ^unbe gitge^n tT>orbett ftnb^ 
Slnd^werbenbiejcni^en bie mttt^colo3ifd;en ©emtnarien befannt finb, 
.nul)t ycocifdn, baf5 xocnn t>iel Dlad^eifevung bet) i^nen jlatt fSnbe, biefe 
fa^ablidK iBirfims bert)ovgcbf acl)t werben wurbe* ®Dtt l)at ^eY]d)its 
bene Stnfenarten be6 menfd)Iid[)eit 5Jerjlanbe0 erfd^^affen* SBd^renb, 
baber, alle ju beftanbigew glei^ aufgemimtert werben fofltcn, fo follte 
jebem 93evfucl;e ftcl) JKVi)ortl)un ju woHen^^ntgegengearbeitet, unb bie 
aBaI)rl)eit bfter^ ein3efd;drft wcrben : "iBem ml gegeben noorben ift, 
»pn bem n>irb aud^ biel gefovbert wevbetj," 

gerner, bie 3tecitationi^r?lrt follte nid?t fo (Ireng aK in Unibetftd:: • 
ten fei;n. !J:i)eoIogifc{;e€^tnbenten edjalten nici;t xoa^ gewbl^nlid) eine 
6*rjtel)un3 genannt wivb, fie flubiren eine^profepion^unb jwar eine fold>e 
terenWirf^tenDoneinerganj befonbern 3lrt finb* Obfd^on ber58ela«f be^ 
oovg^fdyviebenenStubium^ orbentlid) nad; bem SJlittelma^e ber Piaffe 
eingcrid;tct fepn wirb, fo werben einigemit Seic^tigfeitlernentDayan* 
berc t)ihgc9en nuv burd> ubermvt|?ige SDiulje erlangen f bnnen. Sti ifl 
bal)er einlend;tcnb, bap aU5ugro|^e etrenge in ber Recitation tim etu^ 
benten t>on geringeren ®aben antreiben wuvbe/bon ben ber 2lnbad;tinu 
bung befttmnucn ^tunben abju jicben i\nt> biefelbe auf^ ®titbium jit 
i)crn?enbeu; ober, wenigftcn^ unabeeine ubermdpige SInfirengung im 
^tubircn cine (Irfd^lajfunc; bee @omutI)§, n?eld;e ben ^flid^ten unb bem 
9lnbad;t»ogenuj5 smiMber ti>dve, nad) ftd; jieben* @old;e langfortgefeljte 
3In|lrengung be^S ©cmfitb^^ \v\\vt>e baf5 ®eijllid;e feiner SteligiontMlis 
bungcn fd;n>dd;en, unb enblid) il)n gegen jene "l)erjerquicfenben SSe? 
rracl^tungen Don Sbriflo unb feinem iSorte" ertdlten, weld^e txi§> Scr^ 
gnugen feiner ecele, bie SerjidKrung feiner ^inbfd;aft mit &S)XX, 
unb fein ftdrtjlcr Slntrieb jum gleipunb jur ^lutjbarfeit waren* Sin 
^tubent foKte baber niemal6 fein Stubium jum OladJ^ti^eil feiner ©rbaus 
ung betreiben; unb wenn fein »f?erj mit 3n>eifel unb gurd;t angefullt 
njerbcn foHte, fomag ineinigengdHenbienlid; fepn, ganjeSage iners 
Knilid;cm 8efen unb Uebungen ju5ubringen, bi^ er wieber t>a§f Uebergc- 
i\Md;t cine^ geifttid^en ©efiU)l6, unb einen befriebigenben SSewei^tfon 
feinem ©nabenftanb erljalten l)at» 

33ap auf voa\)xc S^'&mmigfeit in alien 3ftecitationen unb Uebungen 
^ebrungen werben foKte, iftaw^-* ben i:)orl)erget)enben Xl^eilen biefer Sia 
be fo fiar unb beutlid), bagnid;t nbtl)ig ift jeBt bat)on ju l^anbeln* 

Gnblid;, bie 3lmt6 be rl) d Itn i jfe b ct5}>r of eflfor en 
-felbjt/finb einigermagcn t)on benen bie auf 
11 n i be r fitdten jid; b e finben, Detf d; i eben» , Sic 
fotlten mcl)r bie beim*itl)ige unb ^^runHofe 5Beife 55eflfen jiubiren, ber 
^cfagt Ijat: "lernet bonmir, benn id; bin fanftmutl)ig unb Don J?er5en 
bemut{)ig*" 3n il^ren 53erlcfungen unb in ber 9lu^ubun^ alter il)i*ev 
obliegenben ^^flid;tcn, foltten fie ernftlid; beforgt fe^njanid^t gldnjett 
3un>ollen. SBenn tt)eologifd)€ Scl^rer fid; bcmul)en fid; felbjl ju erl}e- 
tcn, fo wirb naturlid;errt>eife jene unljeilige Gifvrfud;t il)re J?erjen am 
fiill^n unb j[enef^3"f'^^^^^^^"P^<^|5cn ber bnUerlid;en ©ef6t)le^ ti>eld;e6 inu 
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mev unter il^nen fiattfinben fottte, wirb untertrodf^en. ®n jeber ffreit 
md) ber t)i>d[;jien S^re, unb biefe6 gitveben enbiget fidf^ in ^rtl)eilic^ 
feit fur bie ©twbcntcn v»cld;c feine SSewunbercr ftnb» ©ie edf^tttet 
ttjerben get^eiltfe^n^eine^rt^ey wirb ^auUfd;, eine anbere 2lii>polifcl^; 
eiiufbritte ^c^pi^ifd) fei)n: 3^re Slufmerffamfeit wirb einigcrmafen 
t)on bcm grof^enSwecf il)ver Stubien abgefe^rt, unb jie fclbjlburd; fot 
d)t Seifpiele nic{;t^ gcnuljet merben* SBir f6nnen nid;t anberd bied 
aI6 cimn Jjauptfel}Ier in ben cmofaifd)tn £el)ranjlalten anfel^em Da 
bic 5ird;e bort nod) immer in einer unl)ciligen 53erbinbung ntit bem 
€taatc jlel)ct, fo finb i^re ^rebigei:fd;ulen in%cmcin ntit ben xocltl'M 
d)cn Unioerfitaten cint>erleibt, unb ein SSJetteifer fogar unter tl^eologi^ 
fd^en '>))rofeflroren ift bi6tt>eilcn fd)on bio jum Unfinncgetrieben worben* 
©Ojttgebe bap bie amcrifanifd;en ^ird;en burd; il)r 95eifv>rel belel)rt 
mvben ni&gen ! Sie Untcrweifungen ber Sc()rer unb ibt Unigang wit 
ben Sernenben, foKte offenberjigcr fci;n unb auf eine t>aterlid;e 2Bcife 
9cfd;el^en* 3fled)tfd)ajfenen Sltevn gleid; fottte fie Fein ju jdrtlid;eg ®es 
ful)l abbalten, irgcnb einen ©tnbenten ju ermal)nen, ber ^id) eine^ SJer^ 
gc^en^ fd)ulbig mad)U Q^ ift ibre beilige ^flid;t, jcbem @d)uler be:: 
fonber^ feine ®cn)oI)nI)eiti^fel)Ier anjujeigen, phe Dkigung jum Scid^ts 
finn, ieben 3Betteifer^ i^ben 9]eib, jebed ©eprdnge, ober jcbc 2lufgebla- 
fenbeit, tt>tld)t in biefer ibnen ant^ertrauten Sebranjlalt einfd;ieid;en 
m&d;ten, m ^eime ju erfticfen, unb ben 9lbirrenben jur wabren gr&m- 
migfeit ttjjeber jiirucf e ju fubven* Died i jl in ber $£i[)at eine t)bd;(l un^ 
angencbnie Wid;t fur ben Sebrer, jebod; iji fie jur 2Bol)Ifabrt ber 2ln- 
ftalt unumgdnglid) notbwenbig unb tjerbient ben b^vjlid;en Danf t>Dn 
benjenigen ju beren 5luijen fie erfuUt wurbe* — G: n b I i d^ 

IV. $Be ld;e S3 ortl) e ile I affen fidj^ balder crwar- 
ten? 

• 

SBir njcrben end) fiber biefen ©egenflanb nid^t lange aufbalten^ 
Die Sortbeile einer fold;en Griiebung finb, burd; t>orbergebenbe SIbs 
banblung t>on ibrer a5efd;ajfenbeit unb Untfldnben, beutlid; t)or2lugen 
^jejlellt ivorbcn* SBlidfet in bad bcilige S8ud; auf bie erften Diener 
©otred bin — famnielt alle bie Bftge eined t>oHf*ommnen ^ebigerd, weU 
c^e bie unb ba auf ben SSIdtterii bedfelben fte()en — ^bringet jte in ein® am 
jed jufammen, — unb ibr IjaU ben wabren Sbarafter wonad; ^rebiger 
injebem ^^italter jlreben fotlten, ibr babt ein 9)tujler bed ^rebigtamtd, 
weld;ed eine fold;e ©rjiebung b^^^orjubringen geeignet ifl, wenigfiend 
fo nabe aid menfd;lid;e Sd;wadS)beiten unb ber 9Rangel einer Snfpiro^ 
rion ed t>ertmtten* SSon ben SJortbeilen bie t>on ben Derfd;iebenen ©t)^ 
noben in ibren SSemubungen' beabjtd;tiget finb, ibve Stubenten unter 
ben G'influ^ einer fold;en Grjiebnng ju bringen, finb t)on ibnen in ber 
©runbt)erfajfung ibred ©eminard ber Slleibe nad) angcfiibrt worben* 
SlSir !6nneu nur einige berfelben berubren* 

X^md) eine fDld;e G'rjiebung erbdlt t>a^ ^rebigtamt eine gelebrte 
•5S\irbe unb 2lnfcbcn» Sd ift nid;t not()n>enbig, ba^ alle ^rebiger ge? 

lebvte 
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Ut)xt$ SRdmiev f^ptjn fottten, nod^ tttbgtic^ burd^ bic bejle grjiefiung fic 
alfo ju bilben* Mcin jte bient baju, ba^jenige au§ ^prcbtgcrn ju ma? 
d^en «)a§ fie fibetl)au^>t fci>n foHten, ndmlid) ein auf geflavtev unb gebiU 
bcter ^5r^>cv, ber fidf? nid;r lUer Unmiifen()cit 511 fcl()dmcnbvaud[)t, fonbem 
"bet ba vecl;t t^eile ba^ a^oit ber 5Bal)vt)Cit unb eiuem jeben 3ut)6rel- 
felnen 3:!l)eil juvvccl^ten Jeit bargicbt*" Cbfd^on ein gebilbetc^ nnb 
gottfeligc^ ©cmcin^glieb, wcgctt SKangel eine6 bejfcvn Sel)rcr^, and) 
^mtfy bie ^rebigt eine$ itrigclcl)rten 5)?anne^ evbaut werbcn Unxir fo 
ttJirb jiebod)bie 9r&^cre5)?cnfcl;en5vi()I, bcr e§ m ®ottfeligfeit fcl)It, nid;t 
lange ^rebigcvn ju^&ren ivollen t»on bcncn fic wijfeu^ id^ c§ il)nen an 
©ele^rfamfk'it gebrid;t. 'Mmx u>ol)IuntcvricI;tete ^rebiger ()aben 3«- 
gang juben Jjerjcn aller, fdbft ten ©ebilbetflcn, wS()rcnb fie fott>oI)I 
t)on bev .Ranjcl, aB wie and) in il)rcm ?cbon^3n)anbel, Untevvid^t bcnen- 
ertijeilcn bie bcnfdbcn am meificn bcburftigfinb. Siie u>eiben il)re 
Joeevbenid^tallein aufgcirTltd)cr SlBcibe^fonbernunterjlfiljcn and) mit- 
tclbar t>a^ ©ebaube unfercv freicn nub gliicflid)en Sanbe§regienmg; benn, 
©ci|leubilbung unb Slitgenb ftnb bie €;vanlen unferer Stcpublif : unb 
wcnn in^gemeinbic35ewoI)nev cine^ ?anbe^ in Untt)iffcnl)eit k>erfun?cn 
finb, fo fmb fie nid>mcniger veif ffir 9lnard)ie ober be§^>otifc^e S^crxs 
fd)aft, aU wie and; fuv '^^Iberglaubcn unb gtiftlid;e S5ctrugeret). '£otd)e 
^vcbigcr crt()cilen ircn govbcrunijcn be^ (Sl)ri|1entbunv3 eihe frdftige 
aSirffamfcit, un^ feljen bac^fdbe nicJ^t allein in ben €:tanbbie ©teltung 
cincr jtegreid;en ^£clbftuevtl)eibignng 5U bebau)>tcn^ ti>of&r cine go,ttlid;e 
Sictigion immer »orbeveitet fct)H foUte, fonbcrn and) bcn\ftricg in be§ 
geinbc^ Sanb ju t^crbrciten, ba^felbc aufjuforbevn bie "Ungcrcimtbeiten 
bc'^ Unglaubend" 5U erfldren* fo wie bie Sbvifrcn ad^tjd^n ^abvbum 
bevtelangfiiraUc G'vfd;cinungen ocrantwortlid; n>avcn, tt?eld)e mit iljrer 
^ad)t in SScrbinbung ftanbcn, unb Don \veld;en fo Diele benS)ei^mu§ 
alb wie ba§ gbriftentbum bctrafcn^ 

(Tine fotcl;e (irjicljung i>crffn*id;t bcr ^ird)e t^dtige unb treue ^ebi? 
gcr» ©rjogen unterbem Sinflujfe tdglic^ier 5lnbacl^t^ubung, unb an- 
gcfv^ofnt buvd; t>a^ S8dfy»icl i()ver ?SKittlubenten, tvevben ibnen bie 
^?aupt5uge eine^ religibfcrf Sljaraftcr^ ticf cingeprdgt* Untd) \>ai!f Scr 
fcnber @efd;id;te treuer ^Vcbiger imb SRipionarien wirb bie l^ilige 
glammebe§ g&ttlid;en ?cbcn6 bn; ibncn angefad;t, in i()ven ©cclcn un? 
tert)atten, unb eine 9tcigung jn 2lnbact)t^fibungen itjren Jjcr^en cinder 
iprdgt* ?8on ber ^anjel wcrbcn fic ibre .^peerbcn mit ben vcid;cn @fis 
tern be$ Stjangclium^ wcibcn. &e wcvbcn ^M-ebigcn 
"3m Sctt>u^tfc>)n ibrc^ wid^igen 2lmte»3 

Unb jiet6bcfovgt, baj; bie gcwcibctc J&ccrbc 

©6 and; ful}len niogc." 
' 3?er Ijeilige (Stanj ibvco ^^cbcn'5u"^anbcl»5 unb i()vcr Untcrrcbungcn 
empficbit anbern bie SxcUgicn bic fiebctcmunu 3^)^^ ii.^ifcnfd).ift 
unb ®elcl)vfamfcit i>cvringcrt uic!;t i()rc Xvcuc ju i()rcm Jpcilanbc, fon- 



bcrn 



* @ic()c S *b e r ? f ur^dd) ubcv bicfcnC^cgcnftcub r)crau^>gcbenc*3u5cv!. 



-^ 



-- 4© ~ 

Bern wadn fie f6r t)en ©Icnfl be6 , JjeiKgtl^wm^ tmr be1l<^ gefd^idfef^ 
unb Inbem fiei^re ®aknan ®olb, 2Beil)rauc^ >inl) 2R>;rrl)Ctt barbrin* 
gen, jDerbcn fie anbeten ba^ Siint jii ^etl)le^em* Der .^auptjwedf 
ber ^rubicn, ber ^rebigtcn unb ber ®cbete folc(;er SRdnner ift, ^iee^ 
Icn jn Sljriflo iu fiV^ren. Sie ^eidS^en ber gegenwSrtigen Seiten be^ 
gtJangeliunie^, finb tl^ren ©effi^len angenteffen, unb fie werben mit 
jRrafr unb 9tacl;brucf mitwivfcn ba^ 3teid; bed SQiittferei, bem atte 
6>cnjalt im .^pimmel unb auf (£*vben gegebcn iji, ju beforbern* 

©af cine fold^e Sriicl)un9 Ginftimmigfeit inilnfic(>ten unb Spaxmonie 
in®cful)len unter ben funftigen ^7)J*ebigern ber ^\irc(;e beforbern tt)irb, 
leibet fetnen ^^eifeL ®leicl)gefinntl)eit in 2ehrannci;ten, wirb bind; 
Uebercinflimmung in erubicnunb Untcrric(;t beforbcvu ©in lange fint^ 
gcfcBtcr iperfbnlid;er Umgang, f niipft bie Jpcr^cn burd; H^ gefellfd;aft5 
ljd;ea3anb aneinanber, unb i>erurfad;t, ha\} t^a^ rtUgemeine ©efid^l ber 
Stubentcn fftr bie 5iird;c eine unb ebcnbicfclbe 9lid;tung nimuiu 
Siclut einanber, ifl \>av t)DrneI)mftc ©ebot bc»^ ^rlfcfero* ' Unb berjeni^ 
gc, ber glauben fann, bap einc 2ln5abl u>al)v{)aft frommer SOZdnner 3aljs 
re lang an^ berfelben D.uellc ber gcojfenbarteu SBdjrbeit mitcinanber 
fd;e^^fen, tia^ fie t)or einem 2ntar miteinanber anbeten unb in i^ren 
^va^: unb S)anfoipfer fid; miteinanber ucreiuigcn fbnncn, ol)ne i>a^ 
ibre ^peiyn unbemertt \xd) in ^iebe jufammenfnuf^fen foUten, tjerrdt^ 
baburd/einen gdnjlid;en 53tangel ^n Sefanntfd;aft mit ben ©runbfd* 
^en wabrer ®ottfeIigt'eit* 

Aurj, burdf) eine fold;c Srjiebttng, boflfen unb erfle^en tt>ir, wirB 
©Ctt in unferer Slnfialt eine grope 2ln3ablgefd)i(fter unb treuer Slrbet 
tcr far feinen SSeinberg erwecten, bie mit Irene bie Ji?au^>tlebren bet 
S9iuttcrfird;e feit ber Skformation iprebigen werben^ unb bie unfere 
©emeinen in ben t)erfd|icbenen£;).>rad;enunfcre$Sanbe6belebren fbn? 
nen. ^^ier fbnnenwir \}o^cn einen >])auhu% ober einen 5Sarnaba§ un* 
terricbtet ju feben, ben ttncrgrunblid;en 3ieid;tbum 32'fu Sbri|li betr 
^eiben 3U tjertimbigen; unb einen mand;en 3afobu^ unb ^etrud unfe 
Sobanne^, «)eld;e bit ^peerbe ju '^aufe weiben; — ^9)idnner,bie ibren 
beiligen ^ifer f&r bie ©ad^e be^ Srlofen^ bidtiufa /j&djfte trciben, bie 
feinen Sienjl ju fd^wer, feine @d;n)ierigfeiten ju un&berwinblid) unb 
teine Slufopferungen ju grog eracl^ten. Scanner, bie ber SBelt ibre 
3teid;tbumer, ibre greuben unb ibrfiob uberlajfen — bieeinb&bere^Siet 
baben; bie 9iei4tl^fimer fud;en — aber fold;e, beren Sefig nid^t burc^ 
9}iottcn, ober SRojl^ oberSiebc gefdbrbetwirb; bie greuben fud;en — a^ 
ber foId;e, bie t)onbe§ Samme^^ J^bron piemen; bie aud^ eine Gbrbegierbc 
fublen— aber fftr benSRubm ®ute5 getban ju baben— fftr eine^rone 
im J?immel — ^ffirbieewigbauernbe ©unji be6 ewigen ®£)tte6» 

©Dtt unb ber Seitung feine^ gnabeni?oflen ©eifte^, fet; unfere an? 
fjobcnbe ^•o<}betenfd;uIe, fammt benDireftoren, Sebrern unb €cbulern, 
aiif immer geweibt! baf5 biefelbe ber ^ird;e ein bleibenber @egen fei^n 
mege, imb bag in Swfunft 2:aufenbe aufjlel>€n unb bie S^tifter unb 
SBobftbdter berfelben glftrffelig ^^reifen mbgen! 
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